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NOTICE OF HEARING
N.D. INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION

OIL AND GAS DIVISION
The North Dakota Industrial Commis-

sion will hold a public hearing at 9:00 AM 
CDT Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at N.D. 
Oil & Gas Division 1000 East Calgary Av-
enue Bismarck, North Dakota. At the hear-
ing the Commission will receive testimony 
and exhibits. Persons with any interest in 
the cases listed below, take notice.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: 
If at the hearing you need special facili-
ties or assistance, contact the Oil and Gas 
Division at 701-328-8038 by Wednesday, 
March 11, 2026.

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA TO:
Case No. 32647: Application of Hess 

Bakken Investments II, LLC for an order 
amending the applicable orders for the 
Sorkness-Bakken Pool to establish an over-
lapping 2560-acre spacing unit described 
as Sections 26, 27, 34 and 35, T.157N., 
R.93W., Mountrail County, ND, and au-
thorize one horizontal well to be drilled on 
such unit, or granting such other relief as 
may be appropriate.

Case No. 32568: (Continued) On a mo-
tion of the Commission to review the pilot 
injection project for enhanced oil recovery 
authorized under Order No. 30288 autho-
rizing Hess Bakken Investments II, LLC. 
to continue the pilot injection project in the 
Big Butte-Bakken Pool utilizing the EN-
Ortloff #156-94-2635H-4 (File No. 27297) 
well, the EN-Ortloff #156-94-2635H-5 
(File No. 27296) well, the EN-Ortloff 
#156-94-2635H-6 (File No. 27295) well, 
and the EN-Ortloff #156-94-2635H-7 (File 
No. 27294) well located in a spacing unit 
comprised of Sections 26 and 35, T.156N., 
R.94W., Mountrail County, ND.

Case No. 32682: Application of Oasis 
Petroleum North America LLC pursu-
ant to NDAC §43-02-03-88.1 for an or-
der allowing oil, gas and vapor recovery 
unit gas produced from the Rystedt 5892 
31-28 2B (File No. 41010), Rystedt 5892 
31-28 3B, Rystedt 5892 31-28 4B (File 
No. 42634), Sections 25 and 26, T.158N., 
R.93W. and Sections 29 and 30, T.158N., 
R.92W., Craig 5892 31-28 3B (File No. 
42479), Craig 5892 31-28 4B (File No. 
42480), Craig Federal 5892 31-28 5B (File 
No. 42481), Craig Federal 5892 31-28 6B 
(File No. 42482), Sections 25, 26, 27 and 
28, T.158N., R.92W., and Craig 5892 31-
28 2BX (File No. 42478), Sections 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28, T.158N., R.92W., 
Cottonwood and Enget Lake Fields, Moun-
trail County, ND, wells to be commingled 
in a central production facility located 
in the NWSW of Section 28, T.158N., 
R.92W., pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-
48.1, or granting such other relief as may 
be appropriate.

Case No. 32683: Application of Oasis 
Petroleum North America LLC pursuant 
to NDAC §43-02-03-88.1 for an order al-
lowing oil, gas and vapor recovery unit gas 
produced from the Teal 5692 13-22H (File 
No. 33012), Teal 5692 13-22 3BW (File 
No. 42669), Section 22, T.156N., R.92W., 
Teal 5692 13-22 2BX, Sections 15, 16, 17, 
20, 21 and 22, T.156N., R.92W., and Teal 
5692 13-22 4BX, Sections 20, 21, 22, 27, 
28 and 29, T.156N., R.92W., Alger Field, 
Mountrail County, ND, wells to be com-
mingled in a central production facility lo-
cated in the N/2NE of Section 22, T.156N., 
R.92W., pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-
48.1, or granting such other relief as may 
be appropriate.

Signed by,
Kelly Armstrong, Governor

Chairman, NDIC
Mar. 4, 2026

CITY OF WHITE EARTH
MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 9, 2026
Members Present: Mayor Gunderson; 

Aldermen LaBar, Ogden, Dubose (via 
phone); and Auditor LaBar.

1. Call to Order - Mayor Gunderson 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance - The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 

3. Consent Agenda - Motion by Ogden 
to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion 
died for lack of a second. Motion by La-
Bar, seconded by Ogden, to add Oil and 
Gas Lease and Use of City Hall on June 
5th and 6th to the Consent Agenda. Mo-
tion carried.

4. Old Business - Ordinance update 
provided regarding FEMA fund impacts. 
Motion by LaBar, seconded by Ogden, to 
approve the Consent Agenda. Motion car-
ried. Swain Services overbilling update: 
Documents were sent; no phone call took 
place. Email from Shannon Swain read 
stating discussion will occur after audit 
completion. Garage Bid - Motion by Og-
den, seconded by Dubose, to accept Back-
woods Construction bid for garage doors 
without windows for $5,987.00. Motion 
carried. Side-by-Side - Motion by Ogden, 
seconded by LaBar, to have City Mechan-
ic inspect and run necessary checks. Mo-
tion carried.

5. New Business - Motion by LaBar, 
seconded by Ogden, to accept resignation 
of Van Rice and send letter of apprecia-
tion. Motion carried. Oil and Gas Lease 
- Motion by LaBar, seconded by Ogden, 
to have Mayor Gunderson negotiate lease 
royalty to 25% and/or bonus to $2,000.00 
per acre. Motion carried. Flea Market - 
Motion by LaBar, seconded by Ogden, 
to waive fee for June 5th and 6th. Motion 
carried. Travel Reimbursement - Motion 
by LaBar, seconded by Dubose, to allow 
attendance and reimburse at legal rates. 
Motion carried.

6. Announcements - June 5th & 6th 
Flea Market, June 8th & 9th Hall used for 
Elections.

7. Public Comment - Joel Shaffett, 
candidate for Sheriff, introduced himself.

8. Adjournment - Motion by Ogden, 
seconded by LaBar. Motion carried. Meet-
ing adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Greg Gunderson,
Mayor

Tami LaBar,
City Auditor

BILLS: TIOGA PARTS SUPPLY 
63.92; TIOGA ACE HARDWARE 619.77; 
FARMERS UNION INSURANCE 
2,398.00; SUNDHAGEN SAND AND 
GRAVEL 1,514.25; PRINGLE & HERI-
GSTAD, P.C. 875.00; CHAMLEY PIPE 
& SALVAGE 200.00; WORKFORCE 
SAFETY AND INSURANCE 100.00; 
MICHAEL ROSTAD 600.00; TIOGA 
PARTS SUPPLY 91.03; TIOGA ACE 
HARDWARE 94.89; PRINGLE & HERI-
GSTAD, P.C. 2,140.00; CATALIS PUB-
LIC WORKS & CITIZENS ENGAGE-
MENT LLC 2,000.00; MOUNTRAIL 
COUNTY PROMOTER 61.80; TOTAL 
PAYROLL 9,522.63

CITY OF WHITE EARTH
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 26, 2026
1. Call to Order - Mayor Gunderson 

called the meeting to order. Present were 
Mayor Gunderson; Aldermen LaBar, Og-
den, and Dubose (by phone).

2. Pledge of Allegiance - The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.

3. Approval of Agenda - Motion by 
Ogden, seconded by LaBar to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried.

4. Appointment of Alderman - Mo-
tion by Ogden, seconded by LaBar to ap-
point Gary Fladeland for the duration of 
the term ending in June. Motion carried 
unanimously.

5. Appointment of Deputy Auditor - 
Motion by LaBar, seconded by Ogden to 
appoint Heather Royer as Deputy Auditor. 
Motion carried unanimously.

6. Side-by-Side Purchase - Motion by 
Ogden, seconded by LaBar to purchase 
the side-by-side. Roll call vote: LaBar 
- Yea; Ogden - Yea; Dubose - Yea; Flad-
eland - Yea. Motion carried.

7. Garage Door Bid - Discussion was 
held regarding the original bid error as the 
second garage door was not included. Mo-
tion by Dubose, seconded by Fladeland to 
accept the corrected bid. Roll call vote: 
LaBar - Yea; Ogden - Yea; Dubose - Yea; 
Fladeland - Yea. Motion carried.

8. Dumpster Bids - Discussion regard-
ing interest received for purchase of city 
dumpsters. Motion by LaBar, seconded 
by Ogden to open bids on dumpsters with 
right of refusal. Motion carried.

9. Floodplain Management - Addi-
tional information was reviewed relating 
to fl oodplain requirements and FEMA 
compliance. Motion by LaBar, seconded 
by Fladeland to prepare what is necessary 
for ordinance adoption after verifi cation 
of concerns with the model ordinance. 
Motion carried.

10. Oil and Gas Lease - Discussion 
of newly received lease offer. Motion by 
LaBar, seconded by Ogden to accept offer 
of $1,250 acre and 20% royalty. Roll call 
vote: LaBar - Yea; Ogden - Yea; Dubose - 
Yea; Fladeland - Yea. Motion carried.

11. Adjournment - Motion by Ogden, 
seconded by Fladeland to adjourn at 8:10 
p.m. Motion carried.
Greg Gunderson,
Mayor

Tami LaBar,
City Auditor

Minutes Of
White Earth
City Council

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

IN DISTRICT COURT
SOUTH CENTRAL

JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No.

IN THE MATTER OF THE
PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

OF S.A.W., A MINOR CHILD
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by 
Petitioner, Erica J. McLean, that she will 
petition the District Court of Burleigh 
County, State of North Dakota, thirty (30) 
days following the date of publication of 
this Notice of Petition for Name Change, 
requesting that the name of minor child 
S.A.W. be changed to S.A.M.

Dated this 23rd day of February, 2026.
KNOLL LEIBEL LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff

1915 N. Kavaney Drive, Ste 3,
P.O. Box 858

Bismarck, ND 58502-0858
Phone: (701) 255-2010

meggi@bismarck-attorneys.com
By: Meggi R. Ihland Pelton (ID 08728)

Mar. 4, 2026

NOTICE OF LEASING 
STATE SCHOOL LANDS

The Board of University and School 
Lands will Conduct Surface Lease Auc-
tions in the following Counties:

Benson Logan Mountrail
Divide McHenry Oliver
Dunn McIntosh Pierce
Eddy McKenzie Rolette
Griggs McLean Slope
  Williams

Auctions will be held in person at location 
in the County Seat. Refer to the advertise-
ment in the offi cial county newspaper or 
the public lease auctions schedule posted 
on the Department of Trust Lands’ web-
site for auction dates, times, locations, & 
list of tracts offered. Auctioneer will read 
specifi c requirements at the auction. The 
information contained in this advertise-
ment may be revised prior to the auction 
upon further review by the North Dakota 
Department of Trust Lands. The Board re-
serves the right to reject any and all bids. 
For more information, visit https://land.
nd.gov or call (701) 328-2800.

Joseph A. Heringer COMMISSIONER
1707 N 9th St, Bismarck, ND 58506
PHONE: 701-328-2800
FAX: 701-328-3650
WEB: https://land.nd.gov

Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026

NOTICE OF LEASING 
STATE SCHOOL LANDS

The Board of University and School 
Lands will offer the following lands for 
lease in Mountrail County.
Unorganized (150-092)
 AC Term Rent
15 W2SW4 80 2 $547
Kickapoo (155-088)
 AC Term Rent
16 SE4 125 1 $1113
Auctioneer will read specifi c require-
ments at the auction. The public lease 
auction will be held in Stanley, ND at 
Mountrail County South Complex, Con-
ference Room on 3/23/2026 1:30 PM CT. 
Other than the descriptions of the lands to 
be auctioned, the information contained 
in this advertisement may be revised prior 
to the auction upon further review by the 
North Dakota Department of Trust Lands. 
Any such revisions will be announced at 
the auction and will be binding upon the 
bidders. Bidding will begin at minimum 
rent. 1st year’s rent must be paid in full 
immediately after the sale. The Board re-
serves the right to reject any and all bids. 
For more information, visit https://land.
nd.gov or call (701) 328-2800. For auxil-
iary aids and services, please call by 3/13.
Joseph A. Heringer COMMISSIONER
1707 N 9th St, Bismarck, ND 58506
PHONE: 701-328-2800
FAX: 701-328-3650
WEB: https://land.nd.gov

Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
The North Dakota Department of Trans-
portation (NDDOT) will receive bids 
for the construction of the following 
project(s):
Job No.: 24565
Project No(s).: ITS-9-999(544)
Length: 0
Type: ENVIRONMENTAL SEN-
SOR STATIONS, DYNAMIC MES-
SAGE SIGNS, AND INTERSECTION 
WARNING SYSTEMS
County(s): MOUNTRAIL, BARNES, 
BILLINGS, BURLEIGH, DUNN, 
GRAND FORKS, MCKENZIE, 
MCLEAN, MORTON, NELSON, 
RAMSEY, STARK, WARD & WIL-
LIAMS Cos
Location: VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
STATEWIDE - 2026 ITS
Job No.: 24762
Project No(s).: NH-4-023(054)056
Length: 30.612
Type: CHIP SEAL
County(s): MOUNTRAIL & WARD 
Cos
Location: ND 23, JCT ND 8 E TO JCT 
ND 28
Bids will be received via the Bid Express 
on-line bidding exchange at www.bidx.
com until 09:30AM, March 27, 2026. Bids 
will be opened at that time at the NDDOT 
building on the capitol grounds in Bis-
marck and the bid results will be distrib-
uted and posted online at https://www.
dot.nd.gov/business/bidinfo.htm approxi-
mately 30 minutes after bids are opened.
The proposal forms, plans, and specifi ca-
tions are available on the NDDOT website 
at http://www.dot.nd.gov and may be in-
spected at the Construction Services Di-
vision, 608 East Boulevard Avenue, Bis-
marck, North Dakota.
All bidders not currently prequalifi ed with 
NDDOT must submit an online Contrac-
tor’s Prequalifi cation request to the De-
partment at least ten (10) business days 
prior to the bid opening. The online appli-
cation can be found on the NDDOT web-
site at https://www.dot.nd.gov/business/
contractors.htm
NDDOT reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, waive technicalities, or 
to accept such as may be determined in the 
best interests of the state.
For disability/language assistance, call 
701-328-2978.
Requested by:
Ronald J. Henke, P.E., Director
North Dakota Department
of Transportation

Mar. 4, 2026

CITY OF WHITE EARTH 
CALL FOR BIDS -

USED DUMPSTERS
The City of White Earth is accepting 

sealed bids for the sale of used dumpsters.
The City reserves the right of fi rst re-

fusal on any bid received and reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids.

To view available dumpsters or obtain 
additional information, please contact:

Tami LaBar, City Auditor
Email: whiteearthcity@restel.com
Phone: 701.755.3398
Hours: Monday through Friday, 1:00 

PM - 5:00 PM
All bids must be submitted no later 

than March 31, 2026.
Bids should be clearly marked “Dump-

sters Bid” and submitted to the City of 
White Earth.

Dated this 28th day of February, 2026.
Tami LaBar, City Auditor

Mar. 4, 11, 2026

Probate No. 31-2026-PR-00006
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

MOUNTRAIL COUNTY, 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
In the Matter of the Estate of

Jay David Patten, a/k/a Jay D. Patten,
a/k/a Jay Patten, Deceased.

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

Ardene L. Patten has fi led herein a Peti-
tion for Formal Probate of a Will and Ap-
pointment of a Personal Representative.

Hearing has been set upon said Peti-
tion on the 26th day of March, 2026, at 
10:30 o’clock a.m. at the Courtroom of the 
above named Court in the City of Stanley, 
County of Mountrail, State of North Da-
kota, and any person interested may ap-
pear and contest the said Will, and may 
object to the appointment of petitioner as 
personal representative.

Dated this 28th day of February, 2026.
/s/ Gary C. Dahle
Gary C. Dahle, Attorney at Law
Attorney at Law
2704 Highway 10,
Mounds View, MN 55112
(763) 780-8390 gary@dahlelaw.com
North Dakota ID # 07768
Attorney for: Petitioner

Mar. 4, 11, 18, 2026

MINUTES
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY PLANNING 

& ZONING COMMISSION
JANUARY 26, 2026

The meeting of the Mountrail County 
Planning & Zoning Commission was called 
to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Charlie 
Sorenson with Commissioners Trudy Ru-
land, Cameron Tomjack, Joan Hollekim, 
Darren LeRohl, and Jesse Weyrauch pres-
ent. Absent was Commissioner Arlo Borud. 
The board welcomed newly appointed 
Commissioner Tess Jarmin. Commissioner 
Doug Bratvold joined the meeting at 8:50 
a.m. Also present were Mountrail County 
Planning & Zoning Administrator Me-
lissa Vachal, Mountrail County Planning 
& Zoning Assistant Malinda Gunderson, 
Mountrail County State’s Attorney Wade 
Enget, Mountrail County Property Asses-
sor Lisa Wolla, Mountrail County Audi-
tor Stephanie Pappa online and Mountrail 
County Weed Offi cer Hennessy.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Commissioner Hollekim, 

seconded by Commissioner Weyrauch, to 
approve the agenda. All present voted yes. 
Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Moved by Commissioner Ruland, sec-

onded by Commissioner Weyrauch, to ap-
prove the Planning & Zoning Commission 
minutes of the December 22, 2024 meet-
ing. All present voted yes. Motion carried.

Mountrail County Planning & Zon-
ing Elections (Chairman, Vice Chair-
man, Secretary)

Chairman Sorenson opened the fl oor 
to nominations for Chairman. Moved 
by Commissioner Hollekim to nominate 
Charlie Sorenson as Chairman, seconded 
by Commissioner LeRohl. A motion to 
cease nominations was made by Commis-
sioner Ruland, seconded by Commissioner 
Tomjack. All present voted yes. Motion 
carried. A motion was made to accept the 
nomination of Charlie Sorenson as Chair-
man by Commissioner Weyrauch, second-
ed by Commissioner Jarmin. All present 
voted yes. Motion carried.

Chairman Sorenson opened the fl oor 
to nominations for Vice Chairman. Moved 
by Commissioner Weyrauch to nominate 
Cameron Tomjack as Vice Chairman, sec-
onded by Commissioner Ruland. A motion 
to cease nominations was made by Com-
missioner Hollekim, seconded by Com-
missioner Weyrauch. All present voted yes. 
Motion carried. A motion was made to ac-
cept the nomination of Cameron Tomjack 
as Vice Chairman by Commissioner Wey-
rauch, seconded by Commissioner Jarmin. 
All present voted yes. Motion carried.

Chairman Sorenson opened the fl oor to 
nominations for Secretary. Moved by Com-
missioner Ruland to nominate the Planning 
& Zoning Offi ce as Secretary, seconded 
by Commissioner Tomjack. A motion to 
cease nominations was made by Commis-
sioner Ruland, seconded by Commissioner 
Weyrauch. All present voted yes. Motion 
carried. A motion was made to accept the 
nomination of the Planning & Zoning Of-
fi ce as Secretary by Commissioner Holle-
kim, seconded by Commissioner Ruland. 
All present voted yes. Motion carried.

1. 8:35 a.m. First Reading of the 
Amended Mountrail County Land De-
velopment Code

Scott Harmstead with SRF Consulting 
was present to discuss the amendments 
made to the existing LDC, the addition of 
the new sections concerning Data Centers 
and Battery Energy Storage Systems, and 
to take suggestions for further amend-
ments. Several amendments and additions 
were suggested by various members of the 
board which will be brought back to this 
board for review at the second reading in 
February. 

Temporary Water Permits – New – 
For Board Information Only

PZ-2026-0005 – Atlas Engineering 
LLC – Applicant. Kimberly Duchene 
& Karen Hubbard – Landowners. State 
Water Permit #ND2025-23093. Period 
of Authorized usage: 1/27/2026 through 
1/08/2027. Pump placement on a tract of 

land 40.00 acres more or less located in the 
NW¼NW¼ of Section 22, Township 155 
North, Range 92 West (Alger Township). 
Pending Approval from Administrator, as 
15-day notice is on 1/27/26.

Temporary Water Permits – Non-
Transferable Renewals – For Board In-
formation Only

PZ-2026-0006 – Atlas Engineering 
LLC – Applicant. Harvey & Merryel-
len Peterson Family Revocable Living 
Trust – Landowner. State Water Permit 
#ND2025-23403. Period of Authorized us-
age: 1/12/2026 through 12/31/2026. Pump 
placement on a tract of land 80.00 acres 
more or less located in the E1/2SE1/4 of 
Section 17, Township 155 North, Range 92 
West (Alger Township). 

Lay Flat Hose Permits – For Board 
Information Only

EOG Resources Inc – Lay Flat Hose 
Permit only – Permit Number – State Water 
Permit #ND2025-23046 / PZ-2025-0389. 
Pumping of industrial water by lay fl at hose: 
EOG Resources Inc – Applicant. Roger & 
Darlene Vesey – Landowner. SE¼SW¼ 
(Gov’t Lot 9) of Section 18, Township 155 
North, Range 89 West (McAlmond Town-
ship) ending in the NW¼NW¼ of Section 
23, Township 155 North, Range 90 West 
(Burke Township). Period of Authorized 
usage: 1/01/2026 through 2/01/2026. Ap-
proved by P&Z Administrator.

EOG Resources Inc – Lay Flat Hose 
Permit only – Permit Number – State Wa-
ter Permit # ND2025-23046 / PZ-2025-
0391. Pumping of industrial water by lay 
fl at hose: EOG Resources Inc – Applicant. 
Roger & Darlene Vesey – Landowner. Ties 
in with hose permit #PZ-2025-0343 at 
NW¼NW¼ of Section 11, Township 154 
North, Range 90 West (Austin Township) 
ending in the SE¼ of Section 10, Town-
ship 154 North, Range 90 West (Austin 
Township). Period of Authorized usage: 
1/01/2026 through 2/01/2026. Approved 
by P&Z Administrator).

ONGOING BUSINESS 
Gravel Pits-remains ongoing-CUP 

checklist has been updated
Green Acres Subdivision-Hyrum Zett-

ing plan of action for Green Acres Subdi-
vision

Data Centers and Battery Storage Facil-
ities-currently under moratorium

STAFF UPDATES
* Administrator Vachal will be attend-

ing the Emerging Industries Conference on 
February 2-3, 2026 in Bismarck, hosted by 
the Northwest Landowners Association to 
help landowners, local and state offi cials, 
and the public understand the major indus-
tries rapidly moving into North Dakota-and 
how they are changing land use, infrastruc-
ture, and communities. Topics of discus-
sion will include: critical minerals & rare 
earth elements; lithium extraction from 
produced water; AI, data centers & cryp-
to; pore space development; radioactive 
waste; CO2 projects; legal considerations; 
energy needs, production, and transmis-
sion; and other emerging industries. Any 
board members that would like to attend 
should reach out to Administrator Vachal 
to get registered. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
BOARD CONCERNS
None.
The Board adjourned at 9:45 a.m. Next 

regular meeting of the Mountrail County 
Planning & Zoning Commission is Mon-
day, February 23, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Commissioners Room at the Mountrail 
County Courthouse or via GOTOMEET-
ING. 

Accepted and approved this 23rd day of 
February, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Mountrail County
Planning & Zoning Commission

Melissa Vachal, Administrator
Mountrail County

Planning & Zoning
*Electronic recordings of full meet-

ings are kept in the offi ce per NDCC 
44-04*

Proceedings Of The Mountrail
County Planning Commission

By Mike Moen,
Prairie News Service

Enrollment periods for most 
health insurance plans have wrapped 
up and with another coverage year 
underway, North Dakotans are be-
ing urged to learn more about how 
their plans work so they can maxi-
mize the benefi ts.

Experts said one common mis-
take is people not knowing specialty 
coverage like dental and vision is 
not often included in their main 
health care plan.

Suzette Krapp, an insurance 
agent in Jamestown, who mainly 
helps Medicare enrollees, said it is 
the opposite for those clients be-
cause of their needs. But in general, 
it is not rare for people to assume 
they have coverage for something 
when they actually do not.

“You’ve got to be very, very care-
ful,” Krapp cautioned. “You have to 
know your product, and it’s that fi ne 
writing that’s super important for 
people to know.”

Krapp stressed understanding 
the options through any insurance 
carrier is important and added lo-
cal independent agents are good 
sources because they know how an-
nual changes affect options for area 
providers. She added if you can af-
ford it, you should quickly add cov-

How North Dakotans Can Make
Most Of Their Health Coverage

erage for dental and vision, because 
it can prevent big bills for expensive 
procedures later. Other tips include 
making sure you have received your 
insurance cards to avoid appoint-
ment delays and billing issues.

Health care consumers might 
still feel reluctant to turn to apps and 
other online tools featuring artifi cial 
intelligence.

Amy Jordan, vice president of 
consumer experience for United-
Healthcare, said they can be useful 
when a customer wants to know 
more about what’s in their plan.

“There’s a lot of messaging that’s 
coming through our app as we in-
crease our integration and our data 
and we build AI solutions on top,” 
Jordan noted. “That’s really where 
the insights and the opportunities 
can happen via those digital tools.”

A 2024 poll from the PAN Foun-
dation’s Center for Patient Research 
found seven in ten adults with health 
insurance were not confi dent navi-
gating their health care plan. Of the 
group, twenty-fi ve percent said they 
wanted more education to under-
stand how out-of-pocket maximums 
and deductibles work. 

UnitedHealthcare contributes 
to our fund for reporting on health 
care.

Last week, Attorney General 
Drew Wrigley announced a settle-
ment with Lake Holdings, LLC 
following an investigation into the 
company’s distribution of decep-
tive invoice solicitations displaying 
the names Domain Networks, North 
Dakota Domain Directory, and My 
Safe Domain. These invoice solici-
tations were sent to many North Da-
kota entities, including small busi-
nesses, public entities, churches, 
and non-profi t organizations.

An investigation conducted by 
the Attorney General’s Consumer 
Protection and Antitrust Division 
revealed that Lake Holdings sent 

Attorney General Announces Settlement
With Company Behind Deceptive

Invoice Solicitations
mailers that closely resembled le-
gitimate invoices to North Dakota 
entities, seeking to solicit payment 
for services that the recipients had 
never ordered or authorized. These 
invoice solicitations used formal 
billing language and payment dead-
lines creating the false impres-
sion that payment was required. 
“Churches, nonprofi t organizations, 
and small businesses work hard to 
serve their communities, often with 
limited staff and resources,” said 
Wrigley. “These entities should not 
be subjected to deceptive market-
ing practices that abuse their trust 
or exploit their limited resources or 

staff turnover,” adds Wrigley. Many 
of the invoice solicitations sent by 
Lake Holdings were designed to 
create the impression and assump-
tion that it was an invoice from the 
recipient’s website domain provider 
or domain registrar.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, Lake Holdings has agreed to 
make signifi cant changes to all their 
mailers to comply with North Dako-
ta law and eliminate their deceptive 
nature and appearance. Further, the 
company has agreed to pay $19,650 
in civil penalties and provides each 
North Dakota entity who made pay-
ments in response to the mailers 
since March 1, 2022, with the option 
to receive a full refund.

The settlement resolves alleged 
violations of the Consumer Fraud 
Law, North Dakota Century Code 
chapter 51-15, including the pro-
hibition on invoice solicitations in 
N.D.C.C. § 51-15-02.2, without the 
company admitting any wrongdo-
ing. “This settlement ensures that 
the company is held accountable 
and prevents it from continuing 
practices that exploit organizations 
that are working hard to serve our 
communities,” Wrigley said. “In ad-
dition, the settlement will allow any 
North Dakota entity that was misled 
into making payments to Domain 
Networks, North Dakota Domain 
Directory, or My Safe Domain, an 
opportunity to recover the money 
lost,” Wrigley adds. Lake Holdings, 
LLC, is required to notify all North 
Dakota entities that are entitled to 
a refund under the Settlement and 
provide these entities with an option 
to receive a full refund. These no-
tices should be sent out within the 

next thirty days.
Wrigley urges all consumers, 

businesses, and organizations to 
carefully review all invoices and 
verify the legitimacy of any pay-
ment demand before submitting 
payment. Any individual or entity 
who believes they have received a 
deceptive invoice solicitation may 
fi le a complaint with the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection and 

By Dr. Erik Luther Williamson
Beginning in the 1870s, many 

Norwegian immigrants established 
Lutheran congregations in North 
Dakota. Only the men voted and 
managed those congregations. 
The women were organized by the 
pastors into the women’s society, 
in Norwegian called the Kvinde-
forening. By the 1930s it was re-
named the Ladies’ Aid Society. In 
some places the women organized 
their societies before the men did. 
Then the women urged the men to 
start the congregations.

The purpose of the women’s so-
ciety was fi rst foreign missions, then 
local missions, Bible study, prayer 
sessions and church education. For 
the Bisbee public school the local 
society raised almost three hundred 
dollars. In the early 1900s both the 
Grafton and the Northwood societ-
ies promoted and raised funds for 
their town Deaconess Hospitals. 
During World War I some societies 
worked closely with the Red Cross.

In the early years, the pastor’s 
wife led the Kvindeforening. By 
1915 lay women served as presi-
dents. On one farm, a husband 
fi rmly admonished his wife not to 
get involved in the new women’s so-
ciety, but his wife drove off in the 
buggy. Hours later she returned as 
president, which she remained for 
many years.

By 1910 national Norwegian 
Lutheran church bodies organized 
national societies under the title, 
Women’s Mission Federation, the 
WMF. In 1917, from Crosby, Frida 
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Bue Homnes sat on a national board 
of a WMF. Later she served as North 
Dakota District president. After her 
death in 1951, Concordia College of 
Moorhead named a room after Frida 
Bue Homnes.

Often the parish women raised 
more money than church offerings. 
During the 1890s depression the 
Kvindeforening kept many con-
gregations in the black. During the 
1930s Great Depression, many soci-
eties paid the pastors’ salaries. The 
women sponsored bake sales, ba-
zaars, and ice cream socials. They 
also sold aprons, mittens, quilts and 
tablecloths. Besides church suppers, 
picnics, and church school festi-
vals, these women offered dinners 
for public schools, public auctions, 
county fairs and Fourth of July cel-
ebrations.

These societies were also active 
in summer parochial schools and 
Sunday School. An anniversary 
publication of North Prairie Church 
in Velva shows a photograph of 
three women and captions them as 
president, vice president and secre-
tary of the Ladies Aid Society. On 
another page, the same photograph 
captions them as the Sunday School 
Board of Education: superintendent, 
teacher and teacher.

By 1940 many city congregations 
had given their women the vote. By 
1955 the last rural congregation had 
given its women the vote. Today the 
Lutheran women’s societies remain 
steadfast in foreign missions, Bible 
study, church education, quilt-mak-
ing, and tasty food.

Antitrust Division at www.attorney-
general.nd.gov or call 701-328-3404.

The Attorney General’s Consum-
er Protection and Antitrust Division 
is dedicated to protecting North 
Dakota residents from misleading, 
deceptive, or unlawful practices in 
connection with the sale or adver-
tisement of goods or services by 
enforcing the state’s antitrust and 
consumer protection laws.


