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Mountrail County 
Medical Center Clinic

is starting to give
the annual  u vaccine.

Everyone ages 6 months and older 
should get an annual  u vaccine.

A  u vaccine is especially important
if you have a chronic health condi  on 

such as heart disease or diabetes

Please call today to get your 
annual  u vaccine - 701-628-2505.

The regular  u vaccine will be $35 and High Dose will be $90
at  me of visit or billed to your insurance at the same rate.

We have the higher-dose  u vaccine
speci  cally designed for ages 65 and older.

We have the higher-dose  u vaccine
speci  cally designed for ages 65 and olde

PINNACLE AGRONOMY 
Located Just South of the Pinnacle C-Store Travel Plaza 

8147 Hwy 2,  Stanley, ND 

                                

 

We carry a full line of Canola, Soybean, Corn, Sunflower, Wheat, and Pea seed as well as 

 Seed Treatments and Inoculants, Fertilizer, Crop Protection Products, 

 and Custom Application. Ask which options are best for your farm today! 

Fall Seed & Fertilizer Bookings Happening NOW! 
Contact Adam with any questions at 701-629-1210 

Or Drew Larsen at 701-609-7509 

Office Number 701-628-3277 
We also carry Custom Livestock Feeds, Crystalyx Brand Supplements, 

 Famo Feeds Mineral, Hubbard Products, Total Feeds Products, Salt/Mineral Blocks, 

 Fencing Supplies, Panels & Gates, and Twine for all your livestock needs! 

Call or stop in today to learn more! 

 

Notice Of Annual Meeting
Powers Lake Rural Fire Protection

District Annual Meeting will be held
Monday, Mar. 16 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Powers Lake Fire Hall.

Howie Township Meeting Notice
The Howie Township Board of Supervisors will hold a 

special meeting on March 19, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.
at the New Town City Hall for the purpose of the

34th St. reconstruction project bid opening.
Shelly Ventsch, Clerk/Treasurer

10 Reasons Why Classical 
Christian Education Is 

Needed in Today’s World
#6: Because Parents and
Teachers Should Work Together

Many parents feel disconnected 
from what happens in their child’s 
classroom. They are unsure what is be-
ing taught or why certain choices are 
made. This can create frustra  on and 
concern.

Chris  an Crossroads Academy ap-
proaches educa  on as a partnership. 
Parents and teachers work together 
with shared values and a shared pur-
pose. Clear communica  on and mu-
tual trust are essen  al.

Families are supported, not re-
placed. Teachers respect the role par-
ents play as primary guides in their 
children’s lives. When home and 
school reinforce the same truths, chil-
dren benefi t greatly.

This partnership creates consis-
tency and peace. Children feel secure 
when the adults in their lives are 
aligned. Parents gain confi dence know-
ing their values are honored. Educa  on 
works best when families and teach-
ers pull in the same direc  on, helping 
children grow with clarity, encourage-
ment, and purpose.

Notice Of Annual Meeting
The Plaza Rural Fire Protection 

Board will hold its annual meeting 
on Thursday, March 12, 2026

at 5:00 p.m. at the Plaza Fire Hall.

Notice Of Filing Deadline
No  ce is hereby given that the deadline for  ling to have a 
candidate’s name printed on the ballot for the City of Plaza is April 
6, 2026 by 4:00 P.M. The following city o   ces are up for elec  on:

City Council Member, 4 year term
City Council Member, 4 year term

A candidate for a city o   ce must turn in a completed SFN 2704 
Pe   on/Cer   cate of Nomina  on and completed SFN 10172 
Statement of Interests to the City Auditor by the above deadline 
date and  me. All forms are available from either the City Auditor 
or can be obtained online at h  p://www.nd.gov/sos/electvote/
elec  ons/forms.html

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of
the Powers Lake Rural 
Ambulance District will

be held on Tuesday,
Mar. 24, at 8:00 a.m.
at the Powers Lake

Ambulance Hall.

Dedication Held
(Continued from Page 1)

is now a campus with the nursing 
home, hospital, clinic and assisted 
living, he commends those that 
followed after them for following 
through. He, too, looks forward to 
seeing the chapel as a front focal 
point for the facility. He ended by 
saying that he is proud of all they 
have done, building for the future 
and adapting to the changes.

Former board president George 
Olson remembered the time in the 
1950s when the homes in rural 
communities were fi lled with older, 
retired people. They were faced 
with the challenge of what to do to 
help them. It was these people who 
formed the committee and created 
MBH and he is thankful for that. He 
said this new facility is a place where 
people can come and be blessed 
again. He expressed his gratitude to 
the community, the generations be-
fore us, and those to come.

Pastor Erin Tormanen refl ected 
on the offi cial groundbreaking on 
July 17, 2024, with the goal of MBH 
to create an environment that works 
to satisfy the physical, emotional 
and spiritual needs for the residents 
and their families.

While the physical facility is now 
here, it is more than a building. It 
takes love, personal and intimate 
care for those residents. The com-
mand to love and take care of our 
neighbors is woven through God’s 
creation and scripture. He offered 
praise to God for all of the efforts to 
bring forth this facility, making it a 
glorious reality to serve those pre-
cious and beautiful souls that will 
come in and fi ll the rooms. He ended 
with a prayer of dedication for this 
new facility.

Following the offi cial ceremo-
nies, those attending were treated 
to an amazing charcuterie spread 
that fi lled the nurses’ station. Those 
attending were also allowed to tour 
the facility, checking out all of the 
amazing new spaces and rooms.

Groundbreaking on the new nurs-
ing home was held on July 17, 2024. 
This fi rst phase of construction is the 
new 36 bed nursing home, includ-
ing ten basic care rooms. This is the 
same number of beds as the former 

nursing home. 
With that work now complete, 

construction will move to the hospi-
tal renovations. Those will start with 
the removal of the old nursing home 
wings to create a new entrance and 
parking area. The public is invited 
to join the facility again as they host 
a farewell to the original Mountrail 
Bethel Home on Wednesday, Mar. 
11 at 12:00 noon. This will be a time 
for families to return, remember and 
give thanks. It will be one last visit 
to the original nursing home before 
it is taken down, including a prayer 
of blessing and opportunity to visit 
loved ones’ rooms.

 There will be a gift shop and a 
new waiting room. Construction 
down the current south wing of the 
nursing home will include adding an 
out-patient infusion suite, pharmacy 
suite and an MRI suite.

Purchasing will be moving from 
the basement to the upper level. The 
downstairs area will be renovated to 
accommodate a new specialty clinic 
that will allow the facility to bring in 
more specialists. It will also include 
a minor procedure room.

The fi nal phase of construction 
will be adding seven new apartments 
to Rosen Place. The assisted living 
facility currently always has an ex-
tensive waiting list, showing the 
need for the new apartments. These 
will all be single apartments based 
on the footprint space available. 

The entire project cost is estimat-
ed at $47 million, with $29 million 
of that for the new nursing home. 
The Mountrail County Commission-
ers committed $25 million over two 
years for the nursing home portion 
of the project. Other donors and fun-
draising efforts have left the entire 
project with $5 million left to raise. 
The Foundation continues to accept 
donations from the public including 
the ability to donate on their website: 
www.mountrailcountyhealthfounda-
tion.org/how-you-canhelp.

The North Dakota Public Service 
Commission (PSC) will hold two 
public hearings regarding a proposal 
to construct two transmission lines 
that will run from Northwest North 
Dakota to the Canadian border.

Basin Electric Power Coopera-
tive is requesting siting permits for 
the construction of two separate 
230-kV transmission lines. The 
fi rst line would be approximately 
53 miles long and would be located 
in Divide and Williams Counties. 
It would originate at the Wheelock 
substation near Ray and end at 
the Canadian border near Crosby. 
Saskatchewan Power Corporation 
(SaskPower) will continue the con-
struction of the transmission line 
from the international border to a 
substation near Estevan, Saskatche-
wan. The estimated cost of the proj-
ect is $81 million.

The second proposed line would 
be approximately 58 miles long and 
would be located in Burke, Divide 
and Mountrail Counties. It would 
start at the Tande Substation near 
Tioga and would end at the Cana-
dian border near Crosby. SaskPower 
will continue the construction of the 
transmission line from the interna-
tional border to a substation near Es-
tevan, Saskatchewan. The estimated 
cost of the project is $97 million.

These projects were identifi ed by 
the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) to 
address defi ciencies in the transmis-
sion capability between the United 
States and Canada based on the re-
quest for additional transmission 
service from SaskPower. 

PSC Schedules Public Hearing For
Proposed Transmission Line Projects

Note: These cases have been con-
solidated so both transmission lines 
will be addressed at both hearings.

Details for the public hearings 
are as follows:

Tuesday, March 17, 2026 - 10 
a.m. Central, Divide County Court-
house, 200 North Main, Crosby, ND 
58730

Friday, March 20, 2026 - 10 a.m. 
Central, Ray Auditorium, 215 Main 
Street, Ray, ND 58849

The hearings provide an oppor-
tunity for members of the public 
to contribute to the PSC’s offi cial 
record. Any comments from mem-
bers of the public must be received 
at a hearing to be part of the record. 
People with concerns, questions or 
support/opposition for the project 
are encouraged to attend a hearing 
and present their information. Infor-
mation received after the hearings 
will not be part of the offi cial record 
and cannot be used as a basis for the 
Commission’s decision unless cer-
tain additional procedures are fol-
lowed.

The North Dakota Public Service 
Commission is a constitutionally 
created state agency with author-
ity to permit, site and regulate cer-
tain business activities in the state 
including electric and gas utilities, 
telecommunications companies, 
power plants, electric transmission 
lines, pipelines, railroads, com-
mercial weighing devices, pipeline 
safety and coal mine reclamation. 
For more information, contact the 
Public Service Commission at (701) 
328-2400 or www.psc.nd.gov.

The 2026 North Dakota State 
Spelling Bee will take place on 
Monday, March 23, 2026, at the Bis-
marck Event Center, located at 315 
S. 5th Street in Bismarck.

This year’s event is primar-
ily sponsored by the North Dakota 
Newspaper Association Education 
Foundation. Additional sponsors in-
clude: Magic City Lions Club (Mi-
not), Minot Junior Golf Association, 
Thundering Saints (Valley City), Bi-
son Booster Club (Milnor), Ameri-
can Legion Post #29 (Watford City), 
Finley Improvement Association, 
Aggie Foundation, Fraternal Order 
of Eagles (Watford City), Schwandt 
Goodman Post 9050 (Enderlin), 
Center Community Club, and Up-
ham American Legion Earl Nermoe 
Post #269.

The program administrator and 
host of the event is the North Dakota 
Association of County Superinten-
dents (NDACS), the offi cial region-
al partner of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee.

Ninety-nine students from across 
North Dakota, representing fi fty-
one of the state’s fi fty-three counties, 
will compete in this one-day event. 
Including spellers, family members, 
volunteers, teachers, school admin-
istrators, and spectators, more than 
250 people are expected to attend.

The competition will begin in the 
morning at 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
with a written test consisting of fi fty 
spelling words and twenty vocabu-
lary questions. Once the tests are 
scored, the top 25 spellers, along 
with any additional students tied for 
25th place, will advance to the after-
noon’s oral spelldown beginning at 
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The oral com-
petition will continue until a state 
champion is crowned.

The North Dakota State Spell-
ing Bee champion will receive an 
expense-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., to participate in “Bee Week” 
and compete in the 2026 Scripps 

2026 ND State Spelling Bee Competition
National Spelling Bee during the 
week of Memorial Day. The grand 
prize includes airfare, hotel accom-
modations, and travel expenses for 
the champion and a chaperone.

Prizes will be awarded to the 
fi rst, second, third, and fourth place 
fi nishers. In addition to the trip 
to Washington, D.C., the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee provides 
the champion with a one-year sub-
scription to Merriam-Webster Un-
abridged Online, News-O-Matic, 
and Brittanica Online Premium.

According to ND Spelling Bee 
State Director, Miranda Streifel, 
“We are thrilled to welcome ninety-
nine of North Dakota’s top spell-
ers to the State Spelling Bee. This 
year’s competitors range from 
fourth through eighth grade, with 
twenty-six spellers returning for at 
least their second appearance at the 
State Bee. All of these spellers have 
demonstrated incredible dedica-
tion, hard work, and perseverance to 
reach this level of competition. We 
are proud to provide this opportu-
nity for students across the state and 
look forward to an exciting competi-
tion.”

Area students that will be com-
peting in the State Spelling Bee 
are: Kinley Brown, grade 8, Pow-
ers Lake School (also competed 
in 2025); Rylan Martens, grade 7, 
Bowbells Public School; Kiel Ernest 
Domingo, grade 5, Edwin Loe El-
ementary School, New Town; Har-
low Schow, grade 8, Stanley Junior/
Senior High School (also competed 
in 2024); Amber Wilhelmy, grade 
8, Tioga Junior/Senior High School; 
and Noah Billings, grade 6, Willis-
ton Middle School Central Campus.

For additional information, 
please contact: Miranda Streifel, 
North Dakota Spelling Bee State Di-
rector, North Dakota Association of 
County Superintendents (NDACS), 
Phone/Text: 701-955-4900, Email: 
ndspelling@gmail.com. Memorials Received By 

Mountrail Bethel Home
In memory of Roger Evans from 

James and Kathy Ellingson.
In memory of Roger Evans, 

Danny Lindberg, Rand Olson, Car-
ol Craft, John Vachal, and Charlie 
Juma from George and Susan Olson.

Donations received from Bethel 
Home Auxiliary, First English Free 
Lutheran Church, American Lu-
theran Church, Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church of Powers Lake, and Moun-
trail Williams Electric Cooperative. 
Also, from Harlan and Vickie Ger-
mundson, and City of Palermo gam-
ing fund for Rosen Place activities.

Memorials and donations are al-
ways appreciated and may be mailed 
to Mountrail Bethel Home at P.O. 
Box 700, Stanley, ND 58784.

Memorials Received 
By Mountrail County 

Health Foundation
In memory of Roger Evans, Eu-

nice Wunderlich, Marshall Good-
man, Rosemary Martens, and Dale 
Larsen from Steve and Cathy Sprin-
gan.

In memory of Roger Evans from 
Colleen Evenson.

In memory of Jerome Clark and 
Orville Harstad from Gordon and 
Sharon Aas.

Donations received by the Part-
nering for the Future Capital Cam-
paign from Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Carl and Michelle Kan-
nianen, Stanley Optometry Clinic, 
and Lions Club.

Memorials and donations are 
always appreciated and may be 
dropped off at the health center or 
mailed to Mountrail County Health 
Foundation, PO Box 522, Stanley, 
ND 58784.

Golden Age
Club News

Wednesday, March 11th: Supper 
of salisbury steak, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, salad, vegetables, fruit, 
and dessert served at 5:30 p.m.

Friday, March 13th: Dinner of 
corn beef and cabbage, boiled pota-
toes, salad, fruit and dessert served 
at 12:00 p.m.

Monday, March 16th: Dinner of 
rueben bake, salad, vegetables, fruit 
and dessert served at 12:00 p.m.

Average gasoline prices in North 
Dakota have risen 43.5 cent per 
gallon in the last week, averag-
ing $3.01/g Monday, according to 
GasBuddy's survey of 493 stations 
in North Dakota. Prices in North 
Dakota are 49.3 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago and stand 
unchanged compared to a year ago. 
The national average price of diesel 
has increased 85.9 cents compared 
to a week ago and stands at $4.599 
per gallon. 

According to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the least expensive station in 
North Dakota was priced at $2.74/g 
on Sunday while the most expensive 
was $3.79/g, a difference of $1.05/g.

The national average price of 
gasoline has risen 51.1 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$3.45/g on Monday. The national 
average is up 54.1 cents per gallon 
from a month ago and stands 41.6 
cents per gallon higher than a year 
ago, according to GasBuddy data 
compiled from more than eleven 
million weekly price reports cover-
ing over 150,000 gas stations across 
the country.

Historical gasoline prices in 
North Dakota and the national aver-
age going back fi ve years:

March 9, 2025: $3.01/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $3.03/g)

March 9, 2024: $3.24/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $3.40/g)

March 9, 2023: $3.20/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $3.45/g)

March 9, 2022: $3.88/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $4.32/g)

March 9, 2021: $2.75/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.81/g)

Neighboring areas and their 
current gas prices: Sioux Falls- 
$2.96/g, up 44.9 cents from last 
week's $2.51/g, Fargo- $2.93/g, up 
44.5 cents from last week's $2.49/g, 
South Dakota- $3.00/g, up 38.0 cents 
per gallon from last week's $2.62/g. 

"In just a week, consumers have 
seen gasoline prices surge at one of 

the fastest rates in years after oil 
prices spiked following U.S. strikes 
on Iran and the effective closure of 
the Strait of Hormuz,” said Patrick 
De Haan, head of petroleum analy-
sis at GasBuddy. “With additional 
attacks across the Middle East over 
the weekend pushing oil above $100 
per barrel for the fi rst time in years, 
fuel markets are now rapidly reca-
librating to the risk of prolonged 
disruption to global supply fl ows. 
As a result, gasoline prices in many 
states could climb another twenty 
to fi fty cents per gallon this week, 
with price-cycling markets poten-
tially seeing increases as early as 
today. Diesel may rise even more 
sharply, with increases of thirty-
fi ve to seventy-fi ve cents per gallon 
possible as global distillate markets 
react. While the situation remains 
highly fl uid, consumers are already 
beginning to feel the impact as en-
ergy markets adjust to this sudden 
escalation.”

GasBuddy®, a PDI Technolo-
gies company, is North America’s 
trusted fuel savings platform, help-
ing consumers fuel up for less for 
over twenty-fi ve years. With over 
100 million app downloads, Gas-
Buddy delivers real-time prices 
at 150,000+ stations and tangible 
savings through Pay with GasBud-
dy+™. It is the most authoritative 
source of station-level fuel pricing 
data, updating averages 288 times 
daily from the broadest mix of in-
puts - spotter reports, direct sta-
tion integrations, and transactional 
data. GasBuddy data is accessible at 
http://prices.GasBuddy.com.

North Dakota Weekly
Gas Price Update

Story Time At The 
Stanley Library

Join us at the Stanley Public Li-
brary for a St. Patrick’s Day and 
Easter story time on Tuesday, March 
17 at 2:30 p.m.

As part of the nationwide Amer-
ica250 commemoration of the 
United States’ 250th anniversary, 
Flag Sojourn 250 will arrive in Bis-
marck on March 18, 2026, bringing 
a powerful symbol of unity, service, 
and shared American history. The 
community is invited to gather for a 
special fl ag-raising ceremony at the 
Burleigh County Courthouse, 514 E. 
Thayer Ave., in Bismarck on March 
19 at 10 a.m.

Flag Sojourn 250 is a historic 
initiative carrying a single Ameri-
can fl ag to every U.S. state, every 
U.S. territory, and every U.S. mili-
tary cemetery overseas. The effort 
is designed to honor the generations 
of Americans who have served and 
sacrifi ced in defense of our nation 
while celebrating 250 years of free-
dom and opportunity. The journey 
will culminate as the fl ag travels 
through the thirteen original colo-
nies before concluding in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Flag Sojourn 250 is an approved 
America250 program refl ecting the 
spirit of unity and patriotism that 
defi nes this historic milestone. Key 
national programming partners in-
clude the National Flag Foundation, 

Flag Sojourn 250 To Visit Bismarck
As Part Of America 250 Celebration

the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, and the National Sher-
iffs’ Association.

North Dakota’s participation in 
Flag Sojourn 250 highlights the 
state’s enduring contributions to our 
nation’s story, from military service 
and agricultural leadership to en-
ergy development and civic engage-
ment.

Community members, veterans, 
local leaders, and schools are en-
couraged to attend the ceremony 
and take part in this once-in-a-gen-
eration moment of national signifi -
cance and patriotism.


