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NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #1

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 14, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pete Young 
Bird, BJ Brady, Doug Bratvold, DJ Driver 
(via phone), Marietta Heart

Present: 5
OTHERS PRESENT: Marc Bluestone, 

Nancy Reimer, Mike Heilman; Jackie 
Wollschlager joined the meeting at 3:58 
p.m.

1. Call Meeting to Order & Pledge of 
Allegiance

Meeting called to order at 2:56 p.m.
2. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda. This 

motion, made by Doug Bratvold and sec-
onded by Marietta Heart, carried. 

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
3. Review/Discuss the Interview Pro-

cess with the Board
Michael Heilman gave direction for the 

interviews.
4. Interview #1
Dr. Jeffrey Thake at 3:00 p.m. to 3:47 

p.m.
5. Recess
Meeting recessed at 3:58 p.m.
The meeting reconvened at 4:30 p.m.
6. Interview #2
Leslie Bieber at 4:30 p.m. to 5:28 p.m.
7. Recess
Recess at 5:28 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 6:00 p.m.
8. Interview #3
Robert Poitra at 6:00 p.m. to 7:04 p.m.
9. Recess
Recess at 7:04 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 7:30 p.m.
10. Interview #4
Thomasina Mandan at 7:30 p.m. to 

8:09 p.m.
11. Recess
Recess at 8:10 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 8:33 p.m.
12. Discussion on Superintendent In-

terviews
Michael Heilman and the board mem-

bers discussed the interviews. Mr. Heilman 
gave guidance going forward.

13. Board Discussion to offer Transi-
tion Superintendent Position

14. Motion to go into Executive Ses-
sion pursuant to NDCC 15.1-16-22 for 
the purpose of negotiation strategy

Motion to go into at 8:38 p.m. Execu-
tive Session pursuant to NDCC 15.1-16-
22 for the purpose of negotiation strategy. 
This motion, made by Marietta Heart and 
seconded by Doug Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Those present during the executive ses-

sion: Pete Young Bird, BJ Brady, Marietta 
Heart, Doug Bratvold, Delvin Driver Jr. 
(phone), Marc Bluestone, Nancy Reimer, 
and Michael Heilman.

The board reconvened to open session 
at 9:45 p.m.

15. Re-Open Meeting - Motion to Of-
fer Contract

Motion to offer a contract to Leslie 
Bieber as the transition superintendent for 
the 2026-2027 school year. This motion, 
made by BJ Brady and seconded by Doug 
Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Meeting went into recess at 9:41 p.m. 

as Michael Heilman called Leslie Bieber 
and gave her the offer.

Meeting reconvened at 10:06 p.m.
After his phone conversation with Ms. 

Bieber, he reported to the board the con-
versation.

Michael Heilman will stay in contact 
with Leslie Bieber and inform the business 
manager of her decision to accept the offer 
by 10:00 a.m. on April 15.

16. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn the meeting. This 

motion, made by Doug Bratvold and sec-
onded by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Meeting adjourned at 10:07 p.m.

Pete Young Bird,
President

Nancy Reimer,
Business Manager

NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #1

MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 15, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pete Young 
Bird, BJ Brady, Doug Bratvold, DJ Driver, 
Marietta Heart

Present: 5
OTHERS PRESENT: Marc Bluestone 

and Nancy Reimer
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Alle-

giance
Meeting called to order at 12:06 p.m.
2. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda. This 

motion, made by DJ Driver and seconded 
by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
3. Community Input
There is none at this time.
4. Principal Reports
The board reports were not presented in 

person at this meeting.
5. Athletic Director Report
This report was not given in person this 

meeting.
5. Consent Agenda
a. Approve Amended BCBA to DBAB 

- Emergency Hiring of Classifi ed Person-
nel Policy (Second Reading)

b. Approve DCAD - Expense Reim-
bursement Policy (Second Reading)

c. Approve Amended ABBF - Ticket 
Sales for Accessible Seating Policy (Sec-
ond Reading)

d. Approve DEBD - Maintaining Pro-
fessional Employee-Student Boundaries 
Policy (Second Reading)

e. Approve DE - Staff Code of Conduct 
Policy (Second Reading)

f. Approve DFAA - Teacher Evaluation 
Policy (Second Reading)

g. Approve Amended DCE to DKBA 
- Separation of At-Will Employees Policy 
(Second Reading)

h. Approve Amended DAGE to DDC - 
Leave Without Pay Policy to Unpaid Leave 
Policy (Second Reading)

i. Approve DHAB - Title 1 Qualifi ca-
tions Notifi cation Requirement Policy 
(Second Reading)

j. Approve Amended DDAA - Family 
and Medical Leave Act (Second Reading)

k. Approve Amended DAGD to DDA - 
Sick Leave Policy (First Reading)

l. Approve JAA - Use of Architect Poli-
cy (First Reading)

m. Approve IA - Buildings and Grounds 
Management Policy (First Reading)

n. Approve Amended ICA to IEAC - 
Bus Scheduling and Routing Policy (First 
Reading)

o. Approve Amended LEA to LBD - 

Relations With Police Authorities Policy 
(First Reading)

p. Approve LBC - Relations with the 
Parks and Recreation Department Policy 
(First Reading)

q. Approve HBA - Federal Funding For 
Schools Policy (First Reading)

r. Approve Amended HB to HAA - 
Budget Planning, Preparation, and Adop-
tion (First Reading)

s. Approve Amended KAAD - Distri-
bution and Posting of Non-Curricular Ma-
terial in School (First Reading)

t. Approve Amended KAAD-BR - Dis-
tribution and Posting of Non-Curricular 
Material in School Regulations

u. Approve HEAD - Fixed Asset Man-
agement (First Reading)

v. Reaffi rm HEBD - Audits
w. Approve Amended HCAB - Bid Re-

quirements and Procedures Policy (First 
Reading)

x. Approve HCBB - Sales Calls and 
Demonstrations Policy (First Reading)

y. Approve DA - Personnel Policies 
Requirements and Implementation (First 
Reading)

z. Approve DDBB - Holidays Policy 
(First Reading)

aa. Approve Amended DCB - Defi ni-
tion of Workweek, Overtime, and Compen-
satory Time Policy (First Reading)

bb. Approve ABABA - Religious Ob-
servances Policy (First Reading)

cc. Approve ABCB - Sportsmanship 
(First Reading)

dd. Approve DEBB - Confl ict of Inter-
est (First Reading)

ee. Reaffi rm GAAB - Curriculum 
Adoption Policy

ff. Approve ACBE - Naloxone (Nar-
can) Administration Policy (First Reading)

gg. Approve ACAA - Emergency Clos-
ings Policy (First Reading)

hh. Approve GBBA - Guest Speakers 
Policy (First Reading)

ii. Approve ABEC - School Meal 
Charge Policy (First Reading)

jj. Approve Amended GBAA - Teach-
ing About Religion (First Reading)

kk. Approve ACBD-E7 - Record of 
Medication Exhibit

ll. Approve ACBD-E4 - Emergency 
Medication Check-In Form Exhibit

mm. Approve Amended ACCA - Sex-
ual Offenders on School Property Policy 
(First Reading)

nn. Approve Amended ACE - Violent 
and Threatening Behavior Policy (First 
Reading)

oo. Approve Amended BAB - Board 
Confl ict of Interest Policy (First Reading)

pp. Approve Amended BBA - School 
Board Elections and Terms of Offi ce (First 
Reading)

qq. Approve Amended GBD - Gradua-
tion Exercises Policy (First Reading)

rr. Approve Amended GCA to GCAA - 
Grade Promotion, Retention, and Accelera-
tion Policy (First Reading)

ss. Approve Amended ABAC - Virtual 
Learning Because of Weather or Other 
Conditions Policy (First Reading)

tt. Approve ABBB - Community Use 
of District Property Policy (First Reading)

uu. Approve Amended BAA - Employ-
ing Board Members Policy (First Reading)

vv. Approve CAAA-E1 - Superinten-
dent Evaluation Timeline Exhibit

ww. Approve Amended BBC - Method 
of Filling a Board Vacancy (First Reading)

xx. Approve ABDA-E1 - Website Ac-
cessibility Complaint and Grievance Form 
Exhibit

yy. Approve BCAB - Board Meeting 
Procedures Policy (First Reading)

zz. Approve ACAC - Accident Report-
ing Policy (First Reading)

aaa. Approve ACDBA - Video Cameras 
on School Buses (First Reading)

 bbb. Approve ABBD - Commercial 
and Political Use of Schools (First Read-
ing)

ccc. Approve ACBB - Laws on Immu-
nizations, Communicable Disease, Report-
able Disease, and Signifi cant Contagious 
Disease Exhibit

 ddd. Approve Amended ABCA - Copy-
righted Material and Intellectual Property 
Policy (First Reading)

eee. Approve ABBDA - Political Ac-
tivities Policy (First Reading)

 fff. Approve ABDA-E2 - Website Ac-
cessibility Statement Exhibit

 ggg. Approve HEAA - Line Item 
Transfer Authority Policy (First Reading)

 hhh. Approve ACBD-E5 - Medication 
Pass Exhibit

 iii. Approve HCBA - Vendor Confl ict 
of Interest Disclosure (First Reading)

jjj. Approve ACBD-E6 - Medication 
Pass Log Exhibit

 kkk. Approve HCBC - Fair Employ-
ment Clause in Contracts (First Reading)

lll. Approve Amended FCAF - Concus-
sion Management Policy (First Reading)

mmm. Approve ABEB-E1 - Child Nu-
trition Programs Civil Rights Complaint 
Form Exhibit

 nnn. Approve GACG - Educational 
Opportunities Through Sponsoring Entities 
(First Reading)

 ooo. Approve IAAA - Asbestos Man-
agement Policy (First Reading)

 ppp. Approve HBAA - Federal Fiscal 
Compliance Policy (First Reading)

 qqq. Approve ACBD-E8 - Controlled 
Medication Log Exhibit

 rrr. Approve ACBD-E10 - Medication 
Pickup Notice Exhibit

 sss. Approve Amended DHA - Licen-
sure Policy (First Reading)

 ttt. Approve Amended FFK - Suspen-
sion and Expulsion Policy (First Reading)

 uuu. Reaffi rm GABC - Sex Education 
Policy

 vvv. Reaffi rm FDD - Education of 
Pregnant and Parenting Students

www. Approve GABC-E - Sex Educa-
tion Law Exhibit

 xxx. Approve FFF - Field and Other 
School-Sponsored Trips (First Reading)

 yyy. Approve FCBA - Student Dis-
missal Precautions Policy (First Reading)

zzz. Approve Amended FGDB - Stu-
dent Handbooks Policy (First Reading)

aaaa. Approve Amended IDC - Data 
Protection & Security Breaches (First 
Reading)

bbbb. Approve Amended FCAA - Ac-
commodating Students With Allergies and 
Special Dietary Needs (First Reading)

cccc. Approve DIA - Distribution of 
Personnel Directory (First Reading)

dddd. Approve Amended HEAC - 
Management of Student Activities Funds 
Policy (First Reading)

eeee. Approve Amended DEAA - Drug 
and Alcohol-Free Workplace Policy (First 
Reading)

ffff. Approve Amended DI - Personnel 
Records Policy (First Reading)

gggg. Approve Amended FAAA - Open 
Enrollment Policy (First Reading)

hhhh. Reaffi rm FDB - Education of the 
Homeless Student Policy 

 iiii. Approve Amended FDE - Educa-
tion of Special Education Students/Stu-
dents With Disabilities Under the IDEA 
(First Reading)

 jjjj. Approve Amended FFE - Extracur-

ricular Participation Requirements Policy 
(First Reading)

kkkk. Approve IAC - Lease of School 
Property Policy (First Reading)

 llll. Approve IAE - Lease of Mineral 
Rights Policy (First Reading)

mmmm. Approve DEBA - Confi denti-
ality Policy (First Reading)

nnnn. Approve Amended FFD - Pos-
sessing Weapons (First Reading)

oooo. Approve DGHA - Lactation/
Breastfeeding Policy (First Reading)

pppp. Approve DEAE - Occupational 
Safety Policy (First Reading)

qqqq. Approve DFB - Promotions Poli-
cy (First Reading)

 rrrr. Approve ACBD-E11 - Medication 
Disposal Destruction Log Exhibit

 ssss. Approve Amended FGA - Stu-
dent Education Records and Privacy Policy 
(First Reading)

 tttt. Approve Amended FCAE - Sui-
cide Prevention Policy (First Reading)

uuuu. Approve FGCC - Student In-
terviews, Interrogations, and Custody by 
School Resource Offi cers and Outside Au-
thorities Policy (First Reading)

vvvv. Approve Amended GABDB - 
Federal Title Programs Dispute Resolution 
Procedure (First Reading)

wwww. Approve Amended FGCA - 
Searches of Lockers Policy (First Reading)

xxxx. Approve Amended FGDD - Stu-
dent Publications & Freedom of Expres-
sion Policy (First Reading)

yyyy. Approve FCBB - Student Trans-
portation Safety and Supervision Policy 
(First Reading)

zzzz. Approve Amended KAAA - Visi-
tors in the Schools Policy (First Reading)

aaaaa. Approve Amended FFB - Atten-
dance & Absences Policy (First Reading)

bbbbb. Approve Amended FFC - Re-
straint or Seclusion Policy (First Reading)

ccccc. Approve Amended GCC - Pro-
tection of Pupil Rights Amendment Policy 
(First Reading)

ddddd. Approve ICA - Mail and Deliv-
ery Services Policy (First Reading)

eeeee. Approve Amended GABAA - 
Services for English Learners (First Read-
ing)

fffff. Approve Amended FAAD - Tu-
ition Agreements (Education of Non-Res-
ident Students) (First Reading)

ggggg. Approve DGGA - Professional 
Development Plan (First Reading)

hhhhh. Approve Amended FF - Student 
Conduct and Discipline Policy (First Read-
ing)

iiiii. Approve GCBA - Grading Policy 
(First Reading)

jjjjj. Approve Amended FFA - Student 
Alcohol, and Other Drug Use/Abuse (First 
Reading)

kkkkk. Approve Amended FIC - Pub-
lic Performances by Students Policy (First 
Reading)

lllll. Approve ABEB-E2 - Child Nutri-
tion Programs Civil Rights Complaint Log 
Exhibit

7. Approval of Consent Agenda Items
Motion to approve the consent agenda 

items. This motion, made by DJ Driver and 
seconded by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
8. Approval of Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes from 

the March 10th, March 25th, and April 7th 
meetings. This motion, made by Marietta 
Heart and seconded by DJ Driver, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
9. Open Enrollments/Tuition Agree-

ments
There are none at this time.
10. Financial Reports and Bill Sets
Motion to approve the fi nancial report 

and bill sets. This motion, made by Mari-
etta Heart and seconded by BJ Brady, car-
ried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4, Nay: 0
11. Letters of Resignation for the 

2026-2027 School Year
Motion to approve the resignations of 

Josefi na Tavera, Maybelle Dalayoan, Liezl 
Galgo, Sheira Senoc, and Roderick De Los 
Santos for the 2026-2027 school year. This 
motion, made by Marietta Heart and sec-
onded by BJ Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
12. Lane Change Requests for the 

2026-2027 School Year
Motion to recommend the lane change 

requests of Obrian Manikan from BS+8 to 
BS+16 and Kyle VanWagoner from BS+8 
to BS+16. This motion, made by Marietta 
Heart and seconded by BJ Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
13. Approve or Reject Garage Proj-

ect Bids
Motion to approve White Horse Con-

struction for the garage construction bid for 
$721,283. This motion, made by DJ Driver 
and seconded by Doug Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
14. Superintendent Report
Mr. Bluestone presented the superin-

tendent report.
Special Meeting scheduled for April 

15th (this evening) at 9:00 p.m.
15. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting. This 

motion, made by DJ Driver and seconded 
by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Meeting adjourned at 12:54 p.m.

Pete Young Bird,
President

Nancy Reimer, 
Business Manager

NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #1

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 15, 2026

PRESENT: Pete Young Bird, BJ Brady, 
Doug Bratvold (via Zoom), DJ Driver (via 
phone); Marietta Heart (via Zoom until 
9:34 p.m., then in person)

Present: 5
OTHERS PRESENT: Marc Bluestone, 

Nancy Reimer, Jackie Wollschlager
1. Call Meeting to Order & Pledge of 

Allegiance
Meeting called to order at 9:13 p.m.
2. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda. This 

motion, made by DJ Driver and seconded 
by BJ Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
3. Discussion of Superintendent In-

terviews
Michael Heilman gave the news that 

Leslie Bieber turned down the contract 
offer given. He then gave guidance going 
forth.

4. Motion to go into Executive Ses-
sion pursuant to NDCC 15.1-16-22 for 
the purpose of negotiation strategy

Motion to go into executive session at 
9:33 p.m. pursuant to NDCC 15.1-16-22 
for the purpose of negotiation strategy. 
This motion, made by Doug Bratvold and 
seconded by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
The meeting moved into executive ses-

sion at 9:33 p.m.
Present during the executive session: 

Pete Young Bird, Marietta Heart, Doug 
Bratvold, BJ Brady, DJ Driver, Marc Blue-
stone, Nancy Reimer, and Michael Heil-
man.

Reconvened to open meeting at 9:47 
p.m.

5. Re-Open Meeting - Motion to Of-
fer Contract

Motion to offer a contract to Dr. Jef-
frey Thake as the transition superintendent 
for the 2026-2027 school year beginning 
July 1, 2026. This motion, made by Doug 
Bratvold and seconded by Marietta Heart, 
carried.

BJ Brady: Nay; DJ Driver: Nay; Doug 
Bratvold: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea; Pete 
Young Bird: Yea

Yea: 3; Nay: 2
Meeting went into recess at 9:40 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 9:44 p.m.
6. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting. This 

motion, made by Marietta Heart, seconded 
by BJ Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Meeting adjourned at 9:49 p.m.

Pete Young Bird,
President

Nancy Reimer,
Business Manager

NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #1

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 22, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pete Young 
Bird, BJ Brady, Doug Bratvold, Marietta 
Heart

MEMBERS ABSENT: DJ Driver
Present: 4; Absent: 1
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Marc 

Bluestone, Nancy Reimer (zoom), and 
Jackie Wollschlager

1. Call Meeting to Order & Pledge of 
Allegiance

Meeting called to order at 7:24 p.m.
2. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda. This 

motion, made by Marietta Heart and sec-
onded by Doug Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
3. Approval of Transition Superin-

tendent/Assistant Superintendent Con-
tract for the 2026-2027 School Year

Motion to approve the transition super-
intendent/assistant superintendent contract 
of Dr. Jeffrey Thake for $135,000 for the 
2026-2027 school year. This motion, made 
by Marietta Heart and seconded by BJ 
Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
4. Administrator Contracts for the 

2026-2027 School Year
Motion to approve the administrator 

contracts for the 2026-2027 school year. 
This motion, made by BJ Brady and sec-
onded by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Jenell Bear - Elementary Principal, 

$105,100
Tanya Houle - Assistant Elementary 

Principal, $87,900
Amy Dana - Middle School Principal, 

$100,500
Robert Smith - Assistant Elementary 

Principal, $100,400
Nancy Reimer - Business Manager/Ma 

Adoo Za Gidz Principal, $101,373
5. Approval of the Title VI Grant Ap-

plication for the 2026-2027 School Year
Motion to approve the Title VI grant 

application for the 2026-2027 school year. 
This motion, made by Marietta Heart, sec-
onded by Doug Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
6. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting. This 

motion, made by Marietta Heart and sec-
onded by Doug Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m.

Pete Young Bird,
President

Nancy Reimer,
Business Manager

NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #1

MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 28, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pete Young 
Bird; BJ Brady (via phone); Doug Bratvold 
(via zoom); DJ Driver (via phone); Mari-
etta Heart (via phone)

Present: 5
OTHERS PRESENT: Marc Bluestone 

and Nancy Reimer
1. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order at 12:01 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda. This 

motion, made by DJ Driver and seconded 
by BJ Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
4. Ratifi cation of the 2026-2027 Ne-

gotiated Agreement
Motion to approve and ratify the 2026-

2027 Negotiated Agreement. This motion, 
made by BJ Brady and seconded by Doug 
Bratvold, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
5. Bus Driver Loyalty Payment
Motion to approve a one-time bus driv-

er loyalty payment to all bus drivers; CDL 
drivers - $1,500 and Non-CDL drivers 
- $750. This motion, made by Doug Brat-
vold and seconded by BJ Brady, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
6. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting. This 

motion, made by Doug Bratvold and sec-
onded by Marietta Heart, carried.

BJ Brady: Yea; Doug Bratvold: Yea; DJ 
Driver: Yea; Marietta Heart: Yea

Yea: 4; Nay: 0
Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Pete Young Bird,
President

Nancy Reimer,
Business Manager

BILLS
GENERAL FUND: AGASSIZ 

CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT 3,178.30; 
AIRE-MASTER OF ND 159.00; AMER-
ICAN WELDING & GAS, INC. 215.55; 
AURORA MENTAL HEALTH, PLLC 
6,000.00; BARBARA REESE CON-
SULTING, LLC 4,150.00; BLICK ART 
MATERIALS 256.13; BLUESTONE, 
MARC 160.00; CITY OF NEW TOWN 
2,849.73; COAST TO COAST COM-
PUTER PRODUCTS, INC 4,429.00; 
COLE PAPERS INC. 3,797.67; COL-
STRIP ELECTRIC, INC. 6,536.81; 
COMFORT INN & SUITES - MANDAN 
330.00; DAKOTA BOYS AND GIRLS 

RANCH 13,800.00; DAKOTA DUST-
TEX, INC. 1,063.95; DIRECT MED 
799.00; ECKROTH MUSIC 648.74; 
ETSYSTEMS, INC. 2,422.84; FARGO 
GLASS AND PAINT INC. 636.86; G 
& P COMMERCIAL SALES 494.80; 
GERRELLS SPORTS CENTER, INC. 
90.00; H. A. THOMPSON & SONS, INC 
3,792.60; HARLOW’S BUS SALES, 
INC. - BISMARCK 2,573.37; INNOVA-
TIVE LEARNING CONCEPTS, INC. 
2,021.49; JJ & ZAK 3,899.00; JOUR-
NEY MENTAL HEALTH 16,300.00; 
LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC 
386.15; MCRANDALL MOBILE 
GLASS 400.00; MENARDS - MINOT 
629.99; MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH 
CHEMICAL 511.91; MIDWEST 
TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS 322.20; 
MORAN, CHARLES 3,500.00; MOUN-
TRAIL COUNTY PROMOTER 473.40; 
MOUNTRAIL-WILLIAMS ELEC-
TRIC 23,532.22; NAPA AUTO PARTS 
627.51; NASCO EDUCATION, LLC/
SCHOOL SPECIALTY LLC 49.36; 
ND COUNCIL OF TEACHERS FOR 
MATH 750.00; NEW TOWN JACK & 
JILL 886.70; NORTH DAKOTA DRIV-
ER AND TRAFFIC 660.00; SAFETY 
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION NORTH 
DAKOTA SCHOOL BOARDS ASSO-
CIATION 3,765.00; NUETA, HIDATSA, 
SAHNISH COLLEGE 8,741.00; OTIS 
ELEVATOR COMPANY 2,877.12; PIT-
NEY BOWES GLOBAL FINANCIAL 
176.52; RADIO ENGINEERING IN-
DUSTRIES 256.92; REESE, DONNA 
65.62; REIMER, NANCY 100.00; RES-
ERVATION TELEPHONE COOPERA-
TIVE 3,311.92; SATERMO HARD-
WARE 350.17; SCHOOL NURSE SUP-
PLY, INC. 389.76; SHARE CORPORA-
TION 1,556.86; SMART COMPUTERS 
& CONSULTING 3,225.00; STANLEY 
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #2 
145.00; STEIN’S INC 2,049.00; SUM-
MERS, GISELLE 343.50; SUPREME 
SCHOOL SUPPLY CO 154.44; SUSON, 
GOMER 613.73; TECTA AMERICA 
2,543.27; TWOTREES TECHNOLO-
GIES 3,736.94; UNITED QUALITY 
COOPERATIVE 17,591.90; VERIZON 
70.82; VESTIS 4,911.63; VISA 3,440.97; 
WESTERN EDUCATIONAL REGION-
AL CENTER 750.00; WILDWOOD 
COUNTRY CLUB 50.00; WM CORPO-
RATE SERVICES, INC 2,272.71; FUND 
TOTAL 176,824.08

CAPITOL PROJECTS FUND: 
CITY OF NEW TOWN 3,606.42; COL-
STRIP ELECTRIC, INC. 20,272.99; 
EAPC ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS 
39,069.92; H. A. THOMPSON & SONS, 
INC 9,267.00; FUND TOTAL: 72,216.33

HOT LUNCH FUND: CAPI-
TAL CITY RESTAURANT SUPPLY 
2,047.14; CASH-WA DISTRIBUT-
ING 5,158.61; DEPT OF PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION 7,658.46; NEW TOWN 
JACK & JILL 154.35; SYSCO NORTH 
DAKOTA 42,504.23; US FOODS, 
INC. 1,191.27; VESTIS 4,513.04; VISA 
360.00; FUND TOTAL: 63,587.10

TRUST AND AGENCY AND RENT-
AL FUND: CITY OF NEW TOWN 
2,439.42; MINOT PLUMBING & 
HEATING 2,062.85; MOUNTRAIL-
WILLIAMS ELECTRIC 4,664.78; 
OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY 
708.00; RESERVATION TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE 1,393.00; SATERMO 
HARDWARE 255.86; SCHINDLER 
ELEVATOR CORPORATION 650.00; 

Minutes Of The New Town
School District No. 1

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

 
PARSHALL SCHOOL DISTRICT #3 

 JUNE 9TH, 2026 

Two (2) School board members from the rural 
area (outside city limits). 

 
 ANISSA HOVE 

SHAUN PACKINEAU  

  ADAM NAATZ 

BANDI POITRA 

NATHANIEL PACKINEAU 

WRITE-IN _________________________ 

** CANDIDATES ARE PLACED IN THE ORDER OF RANDOM DRAW ** 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE MOUNTRAIL COUNTY 

PLANNING & ZONING
STEERING COMMITTEE
RE: Moratorium on Animal

Feeding Operations
Land Development Code Amendment

The Mountrail County Planning & 
Zoning Steering Committee will meet at 
2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 2, 2026 at the 
Mountrail County Courthouse in Commis-
sioners Room, 101 N Main Street, Stanley 
ND 58784 or thru via telephone conference 
by go to meeting for discussion on Zoning 
regulations Animal Feeding Operations to 
the Mountrail County Land Development 
Code. This is the fi rst meeting and are look-
ing for public input.

(log in instruction below):
Planning & Zoning Moratorium 

Subcommittee Meeting
Special Planning & Zoning Subcom-

mittee Meeting RE: Moratorium Animal 
Feeding Ordinance

Jun 2, 2026, 2:30 - 4:30 PM (America/
Chicago)

Please join my meeting from your 
computer, tablet or smartphone.

https://meet.goto.com/358032917
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 
358-032-917
United States: 
+1 (408) 650-3123
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 15th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator
May 20, 27, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Take notice that Stanley City Council 

will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, 
June 22, 2026 at 5 p.m. at City Hall - 221 
S. Main, Stanley, North Dakota for the 
purpose of taking comments on a petition 
fi led for the vacation of a portion of alley 
beginning at the NE corner of Lot 1, Block 
1, of Flatt Addition to the City of Stanley, 
east 20’, south 50’, west 20’, north 50’ to 
point of beginning. Said track containing 
.23 acres, more or less.

The petition and map showing the 
specifi c location of the vacation of public 
right of way in Flatt Addition is on fi le and 
may be viewed any working day between 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at Stanley City 
Hall, 221 Main St., Stanley, ND.

Dated this 12th day of May, 2026.
Ada Arneson, Stanley City Auditor
May 20, 27, June 3, 10, 2026

SCHOCK’S SAFE & LOCK, INC. 
270.00; UNITED QUALITY COOP-
ERATIVE 402.81; WM CORPORATE 
SERVICES, INC 664.29; FUND TO-
TAL: 13,511.01; CHECKING AC-
COUNT TOTAL: 326,138.52

By Judith Ruiz-Branch,
Prairie News Service

Nearly half of young children in 
the United States live in childcare 
deserts, according to a new analysis.

In North Dakota, at least 14 coun-
ties meet less than 60 percent of the 
demand for childcare. The Center 
for American Progress says the gap 
is even higher in remote communi-
ties, creating a stark urban-rural di-
vide.

Casey Peeks, the Center's senior 
director of early childhood policy, 
said policymakers are rightfully fo-
cused on affordability issues, given 
that childcare costs are out of reach 
for most American families, but 
added that’s only part of the prob-
lem.

"You could make childcare free 
for every family living in a rural 
community tomorrow, but that's not 
going to solve the access piece," she 
said. "We both need to bring down 
the cost for families, but we also 
need to think about supply solu-
tions."

Peeks said inadequate staff-
ing leads to program closures and 
results in less options and higher 
costs for families. Head Start, which 
helps to fi ll the gap for low-income 

Experts Say North Dakota Childcare
Crisis Needs Workforce Fix

families, is also sorely lacking. The 
report shows nearly half of rural 
communities don’t have access to 
these programs. About 65 percent of 
children in North Dakota depend on 
Tribal Head Start services for care.

The average annual cost for 
childcare in North Dakota is about 
$12,000, more than undergradu-
ate tuition at a state university. The 
average childcare worker gets paid 
about $13.50 an hour.

Hailey Gibbs, associate direc-
tor of the Center's early childhood 
policy team, argued that the system 
doesn't suffi ciently prioritize chil-
dren’s needs. While it's often said 
childcare helps working parents, she 
described the sector as a “pay-to-
play” system that undervalues care-
givers and early educators.

Gibbs said the data underscores 
the need for comprehensive solu-
tions that address both cost and 
availability simultaneously, which 
starts with better wages for child-
care professionals. She added that 
both state and federal lawmakers 
also need to address the lack of pub-
lic investment that creates a chasm 
between what families can afford 
and what providers need to sustain 
and grow programs."


