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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:35 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of discussing 
a conditional use request fi led by Michael 
& Amanda Hinkle-Applicant/Landowners, 
for the purpose of placing a manufactured 
home on land zoned agricultural, a tract of 
land 6.42 acres more or less, described as 
Outlot 2 located in the SW¼NE¼ of Sec-
tion 33, Township 154 North, Range 91 
West (Sikes Township).

The provision regarding a condi-
tional use is contained within the Moun-
trail County Zoning Land Development 
Code. The Land Development Code may 
be viewed at the Mountrail County Plan-
ner’s Offi ce during offi ce hours or online 
at www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the Plan-
ning & Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install.

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:53 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, the public meeting is be-
ing held due to previous concerns from 
surrounding landowners, for a temporary 
fresh water industrial use point of diversion 
application, to pull water from Shell Creek 
fi led by Schenk LLC-Applicant in concur-
rence with Bartelson Investments LLLP-
Landowner. For a tract of land 160 acres 
more or less, located in the SW¼ Section 4, 
Township 152 North, Range 90 West (Par-
shall Township).

The provision regarding a temporary 
fresh water industrial use point of diversion 
is contained within the Mountrail County 
Zoning Land Development Code. The 
Land Development Code may be viewed 
at the Mountrail County Planner’s Of-
fi ce during offi ce hours or online at www.
co.mountrail.nd.us under the Planning & 
Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:50 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of discuss-
ing a variance request fi led by Jerimey & 
Nicohl Bruhn-Applicant/Landowners, for 
the purpose of placing a mobile home older 
than 8 years old, on land zoned Agricul-
tural, on the North 10.00 acres of Outlot 
3, described as a tract of land 24.13 acres 
more or less, known as Outlot 3 of the SE¼ 
of Section 1, Township 156 North, Range 
89 West  (McGahan Township).

The provision regarding a variance is 
contained within the Mountrail County 
Zoning Land Development Code. The 
Land Development Code may be viewed 
at the Mountrail County Planner’s Of-
fi ce during offi ce hours or online at www.
co.mountrail.nd.us under the Planning & 
Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:47 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of discuss-
ing a conditional use request fi led by Jer-
imey & Nicohl Bruhn-Applicant/Land-
owners for the purpose of placing a mobile 
home on the North 10.00 acres of Outlot 
3, described as a tract of land 24.13 acres 
more or less, known as Outlot 3 of the SE¼ 
of Section 1, Township 156 North, Range 
89 West (McGahan Township).

The provision regarding a condi-
tional use is contained within the Moun-
trail County Zoning Land Development 
Code. The Land Development Code may 
be viewed at the Mountrail County Plan-
ner’s Offi ce during offi ce hours or online 
at www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the Plan-
ning & Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th 
day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:44 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of receiving 
comments on an amendment to zoning re-
quest to re-zone the North 10.00 acres of 
land of Outlot 3 from Commercial to Agri-
cultural, fi led by Jerimey & Nicohl Bruhn-
Applicant/Landowners on a tract of land 
24.13 acres more or less, known as Outlot 
3 of the SE¼ of Section 1, Township 156 
North, Range 89 West (McGahan Town-
ship).

The provision regarding an amendment 
to zoning is contained within the Moun-
trail County Land Development Code. The 
Land Development Code may be viewed 
at the Mountrail County Planner’s Of-
fi ce during offi ce hours or online at www.
co.mountrail.nd.us under the Planning & 
Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th 
day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026PUBLIC NOTICE

The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-
ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:41 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of discuss-
ing a conditional use request fi led by IYL 
Investments, LLC-Applicant/Landowner, 
for the purpose of placing a manufactured 
home on land zoned residential, a tract of 
land 6.46 acres more or less, described as 
Lot 1 of Polley Acres Subdivision located 
in Gov’t Lot 4 (NW¼NW¼) of Section 5, 
Township 154 North, Range 93 West (Rat 
Lake Township).

The provision regarding a condi-
tional use is contained within the Moun-
trail County Zoning Land Development 
Code. The Land Development Code may 
be viewed at the Mountrail County Plan-
ner’s Offi ce during offi ce hours or online 
at www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the Plan-
ning & Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:38 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of discuss-
ing a conditional use request fi led by IYL 
Investments, LLC-Applicant/Landowner, 
for the purpose of developing a manufac-
tured home park on land zoned residential, 
a tract of land 6.46 acres more or less, de-
scribed as Lot 1 of Polley Acres Subdivi-
sion located in Gov’t Lot 4 (NW¼NW¼) 
of Section 5, Township 154 North, Range 
93 West (Rat Lake Township).

The provision regarding a condi-
tional use is contained within the Moun-
trail County Zoning Land Development 
Code. The Land Development Code may 
be viewed at the Mountrail County Plan-
ner’s Offi ce during offi ce hours or online 
at www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the Plan-
ning & Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:59 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of receiv-
ing comments on a zoning request fi led by 
Mountrail-Williams Electric Cooperative 
for a conditional use permit on agricultural 
land to allow for 115-kilovolt electrical 
transmission to be added to an existing line 
one beginning at Outlot 1 of Gov’t Lot 4 of 
Section 7, Township 153 North, Range 92 
West and ending at Gov’t Lot 4 of Section 
18, Township 153 North, Range 92 West 
(Knife River Township) and one begin-
ning at Outlot 1 of W½SW¼ of Section 26, 
Township 153 North, Range 91 West and 
ending at E½SE¼ of Section 27, Township 
153 North, Range 91 West (Crane Creek 
Township).

The completed Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative application, including route 
map, easement and affected landowners, 
can be viewed at the offi ce of Mountrail 
County Planning and Zoning in the Moun-
trail County Courthouse located at 101 
North Main, Stanley, North Dakota during 
offi ce hours.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Mountrail County Planning & Zon-

ing Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 at 8:56 A.M. via 
GOTOMEETING or in the Commissioners 
room in the Mountrail County Courthouse 
located at 101 North Main Street, Stanley, 
North Dakota, for the purpose of receiv-
ing comments on a zoning request fi led by 
Mountrail-Williams Electric Cooperative-
Applicant in concurrence with Susan & 
Kermit Arneson et al-Landowners, to use 
land zoned agricultural for the expansion 
of an existing electrical substation on a 
tract of land 6.94 acres more or less, in the 
SE¼SE¼ to be known as Replat of Outlot 
1 of SE1/4SE1/4 of Section 11, Township 
156 North, Range 89 West (McGahan 
Township).

The provision regarding a condi-
tional use is contained within the Moun-
trail County Zoning Land Development 
Code. The Land Development Code may 
be viewed at the Mountrail County Plan-
ner’s Offi ce during offi ce hours or online 
at www.co.mountrail.nd.us under the Plan-
ning & Zoning section.

If you are unable to attend the public 
hearing, written comments can be mailed 
to Mountrail County Planning & Zoning, 
PO Box 248, Stanley ND 58784-0248 and 
will be accepted until Noon on Friday, June 
12th, 2026. Phone: 701-628-2909 or Email: 
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. 

Mountrail County complies with Title 
VI Nondiscrimination Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. These 
policies can be viewed at the Mountrail 
County Human Resources Offi ce. If any 
special accommodations are required, 
please contact: Mountrail County Title 
VI Compliance & ADA Coordinator, 
Randi Schumaier, P.O. Box 69, Stanley, 
ND 58784-0069, phone: 701-628-8980, 
Fax: 701-628-2276, email: rschumaier@
co.mountrail.nd.us.  

June 22nd, 2026 P&Z meeting
Monday, June 22nd, 2026 8:30 AM - 

12:00 PM (America/Chicago)
Please join my meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/730307109 
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 730-307-109
Get the app now and be ready when 

your fi rst meeting starts: https://meet.goto.
com/install 

Dated at Stanley, North Dakota this 29th

day of May, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal

Planning & Zoning Administrator 
June 3, 10, 2026

Whooper
Highway

(Continued from Page 9)
of the longest-living birds in the 
world, Forsburg said. Studies done 
in the 1970s and 1980s found some 
whooping cranes live into their 40s. 

“It’s pretty remarkable when you 
think of a 45-year-old bird that’s 
traveled 2,500 miles twice per year 
for that many years,” Forsburg said. 

Caven said the wildlife refuge 
system stretching across central 
North Dakota is extremely impor-
tant for the birds. While it’s hard to 
see them, the birds do spend a few 
weeks in the state in the autumn, 
though the best time to see them may 
be in April, he said. 

Barry Hartup, a veterinarian who 
worked as director of conservation 
medicine at the International Crane 
Foundation until retiring in 2023, 
may join the bikers on part of their 
journey through North Dakota. 

“I think this (journey) provides 
them a really neat perspective in 
what they’re trying to communicate, 
sort of witnessing what the birds 
see,” Hartup, who has been involved 
in tracking whooping cranes for 
nearly three decades. 

“It’s a pretty unique way to say 
what’s going on on the ground, 

what’s the landscape like, what are 
the stresses on the system, what can 
we plan for the future, and what was 
it we really didn’t know about,” 
Hartup said. 

Caven and Forsburg said they’ve 
had several others join in parts of the 
pedal between Texas and Nebraska, 
where they were reached by phone 
for this interview. They welcome 
others to learn more about the birds 
and their habitat along the way. 

The North Dakota Natural Re-
sources Trust, Meadowlark Initiative 
and Audubon Society plan to host an 
event in Bismarck on or around June 
16 so they can share the story of their 
journey. 

For updates on the progress of 
Caven and Forsburg, as well as when 
and where the event will be held, 
readers can visit whoopingcrane-
chronicles.com/bike.

The North Dakota News Cooper-
ative is a non-profi t news organiza-
tion providing reliable and indepen-
dent reporting on issues and events 
that impact the lives of North Dako-
tans. The organization increases the 
public’s access to quality journalism 
and advances news literacy across 
the state. For more information 
about NDNC or to make a chari-
table contribution, please visit news-
coopnd.org.

Photographer Mike Forsburg captures several whooping cranes as they 
pause to rest along their migratory route in one of his many interactions 
with the birds. “Most folks don’t understand how migration is not just 
birds or butterfl ies fl ying from place to place, it’s this process that takes 
place over this huge landscape,” Forsburg said. Photo, Mike Forsburg.

North Dakota’s latest Tourism 
economic impact report, prepared 
by Tourism Economics, shows the 
state’s visitor economy dipped in 
2025 amid a signifi cant decline in 
Canadian travel. While overall visi-
tation and spending saw decreases 
compared with 2024, the fi ndings 
highlight the continued strength of 
the domestic travel market, and in-
dependent data points to early signs 
of momentum heading into 2026.

According to the research, North 
Dakota welcomed 25.6 million visi-
tors in 2025, a 2.6 percent decrease 
from the previous year. Domestic 
travelers continued to make up most 
of the market, accounting for 88.4 
percent of total visitation. Interna-
tional volumes declined sharply, 
driven largely by reduced Canadian 
travel following a 23.9 percent drop 
in border crossings reported in the 
state’s annual travel update. 

Visitor spending reached $3.4 
billion in 2025, down 1.2 percent 
from 2024. On average, visitors 
spent $9.2 million per day in the 
state, with per-visitor spending av-
eraging $132. 

Tourism generated $5.6 billion in 
total economic impact and produced 
$304.4 million in state and local tax-
es. Without those visitor-generated 

New Research Shows 2025 Tourism Dip
revenues, each North Dakota house-
hold would need to pay an additional 
$919 in taxes annually. Tourism also 
sustained 6.5 percent of all jobs 
statewide, representing one in every 
fi fteen jobs. 

“Destinations with signifi cant 
international exposure, especially 
to Canada, welcomed fewer inter-
national visitors during increased 
trade tensions between the coun-
tries,” said Tourism Economics 
Economist Christian Fonseca. 
“However, demand for domestic lei-
sure travel supported growth in total 
U.S. visitation.” 

State tourism leaders say the 
fi ndings highlight opportunities to 
elevate North Dakota’s visibility 
and capture additional market share. 

“While last year’s declines were 
expected partially due to reduced 
Canadian travel and lower park 
visitation, the data also reinforce 
the strong return on investment that 
tourism provides,” said North Dako-
ta Department of Commerce Tour-
ism and Marketing Director Sara 
Otte Coleman. “Tourism Econom-
ics continues to show a clear link 
between marketing investment and 
higher visitor spending. With sus-
tained, strategic investment, North 
Dakota can continue to grow market 
share and strengthen long-term eco-

On Thursday, June 4, 2026, the 
House Government Operations Sub-
committee held a hearing featuring 
all of the members of the Postal 
Regulatory Commission (PRC).

NNA commends Chairman 
Pete Sessions (R-TX) and Ranking 
Member Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) 
for holding this important hear-
ing focusing on the oversight of the 
USPS. This examination is critical 
given the failing state of USPS fi -
nances that Postmaster General Da-
vid Steiner has claimed could lead 
to operational insolvency as soon as 
October of this year and the essen-
tial role of the Commission in pro-
tecting the interests of the public, 
particularly in the rural communi-
ties our members serve.

NNA has submitted a statement 
urging the subcommittee to resolve 
two confl icting realities:

The PRC is an essential safeguard 
for the interests of the public and 
mailers who depend on the USPS 
that are subject to its monopoly.

Throughout the period of the De-
livering for America plan, the PRC 
has utterly failed to fulfi ll that re-
sponsibility.

“As it contemplates USPS re-
quests for more fi nancial assistance, 
Congress must ensure that any new 
investments are protected by clari-
fying the mandate and power of 
the Commission to fulfi ll the role it 
was created for,” NNA Chair Mar-
tha Diaz Aszkenazy, publisher of 
the San Fernando (California) Val-
ley Sun and El Sol, said. “The fail-
ures of the Delivering for America 
plan were evident from the start 
and mechanisms must be provided 
to hold the USPS accountable for 
quality service, real measurement 
of cost and service performance 
and improved effi ciency to keep pe-
riodical postage affordable and to 
prevent anything like it from every 
happening again.”

In its statement, NNA urges that 
any relief legislation include reforms 
to address three critical areas:

• Accessibility: Preserve the Uni-
versal Service Obligation requiring 
six-day mail and package delivery 
to every address.

• Affordability: Limit rate hikes 
to once per year and keep them af-

NNA Welcomes House Government
Operations Subcommittee Hearing

Featuring The PRC
fordable for small businesses and 
consumers. A CPI-based price cap 
for Market Dominant products 
would require USPS to improve ef-
fi ciency and live within its means. 
Any service reductions must be re-
quired to provide guaranteed sav-
ings.

• Accountability: Strengthen 
the PRC’s oversight with binding 
authority over service changes and 
a dedicated customer advocate to 
ensure USPS improves effi ciency 
and cost discipline to live within its 
means.

NNA will continue to advocate 
for legislative reforms that advance 
these principles and will advise the 
membership of any opportunities 
to engage with their Members of 
Congress to support them that result 
from the hearing.

nomic impact.” 
Several positive indicators are al-

ready emerging for 2026, including: 
• Canadian border entries in-

creased in April for the fi rst time in 
fi fteen months. 

• Visitation to Theodore Roos-
evelt National Park is up 27.3 per-
cent year to date through April. 

• Short-term rental bookings 
in North Dakota are 18.9 percent 
higher than a year ago according to 
AirDNA. 

• First-quarter taxable sales and 
purchases show growth in key tour-
ism-related sectors, including a 1.4 
percent increase in accommodation 
and food services and a 13.4 percent 
increase in arts, entertainment and 
recreation compared with the fi rst 
quarter of 2025. 

County-level data will be avail-
able in the coming weeks. For more 
North Dakota news and informa-
tion, go to www.NDCommerce.
com.

A soil settlement issue has been 
discovered at the site of a culvert re-
placement project at the intersection 
of U.S. 83 and U.S. 2 in Minot. To 
protect the safety of drivers while 
the situation is inspected and re-
solved, the southbound passing lane 
of U.S. 83 has been closed.

The North Dakota Department of 
Transportation (NDDOT) is work-
ing with the contractor on a repair 
plan and timeline.

The NDDOT appreciates the 
public’s patience and caution as 

Lane Closure Required For Repairs At U.S.
83 Culvert Replacement Project In Minot

this work is completed safely and 
effi ciently. NDDOT would like to 
remind motorists to slow down and 
use caution throughout the work 
zone.

For more information about con-
struction projects throughout North 
Dakota, check out the ND Roads 
app or visit travel.dot.nd.gov.


