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Letters to the Editor policy
The McClusky Gazette wel-

comes and encourages letters 
to the editor. 

Items submitted are edited 
for content, length, and space 
available. Grammar and spell-
ing corrections will also be 
made, if needed.

Libelous or slanderous ma-
terial is never allowed.  No 
political promotion or view 
content.

Letters to the editor are 
reserved for individual com-
ment to the editor on a subject 
of local interest and should 
follow these guidelines: Let-
ters addressed to the public at 
large are not considered let-
ters to the editor.

Letters should not be more 
than 250 words in length. The 
shorter the letter, the more 
likely it will be read.

Letters must be signed, ad-
dress included, with a phone 
number for verification.

The McClusky Gazette will 
not honor requests to with-
hold names. 

We will not publish anony-
mous/unsigned letters.
Announcements: 
Sheridan County Commis-
sion/Park Board

Sheridan County Commis-
sioners and Park Board: First 
Tuesday of the month

Starting April 1-2025; Coun-
ty Park Board first on agenda 
at 8:30 a.m.

Regular County Commis-
sion 9:30 a.m.

Check with the County Au-
ditor for notice on special 
commission and committee 
meetings 701-363-2205.
Sheridan Water Resource 
District

The Sheridan County Water 
Resource District will meet on 
the second Thursday of Febru-
ary, June, September, and No-
vember in the Commissioners 
Room, 9 a.m.
McClusky City Meeting

Second Monday of the 
month, 7 p.m. City Hall. 
McClusky Municipal Court:

Third Monday of the month, 
7 p.m. City Hall.
McClusky Job Develop-
ment Authority

First Wednesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. City Hall
McClusky Park Board

City Hall, 4:30 p.m. First 
Wednesday of the month.

McClusky School Board 
Second Tuesday of the month, 
check with school for changes. 
Sheridan County Senior 
Citizens: 

The New Senior Citizen Cen-
ter at 213 South Main Street 
is open from noon to 5 p.m., 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Wednesdays are 
reserved for visiting the Sher-

idan Memorial Home. 
Contact Linda Bowers, 363-

9205 for current information. 
McClusky Fire Department

First Monday of the month; 
summer at 9 p.m., winter at 8 
p.m. City Hall.
Goodrich Fire Department

Second Monday of the 
month; 7 p.m.
Goodrich City Council

First Monday of the month; 
8:30 a.m.
Martin City Council

First Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m.
Sheridan County Food 
Shelf

Third Tuesday of each 
month
Sheridan County Court-
house

9 a.m. to noon. Board meet-
ing may follow 
Used flag receptacles.

There are used flag recep-
tacles in both the McClusky 
and Goodrich Post Offices for 
anyone wishing to dispose of 
any retired flags.

Unless inclement weather 
or illness prohibits, the Ga-
zette office is open by appoint-
ment.  Call the editor for an 
appointment or information 
at 363-2492. 

Submissions of ads, photos, 
obits, copy, reports, minutes, 
events, and subs, new and re-
newals, are possible at that 
time. Ads and notices must 
meet the noon Friday dead-
line before the next issue to be 
included in the next paper. We 
go to press at noon on Monday.

Material needs to be submit-
ted in person, preferably in 
writing, by computer card, or 
by email to gazette@westriv.
com, or by mail to McClusky 
Gazette at P.O. Box 619, Mc-
Clusky, 58463, or by phone to 
McClusky Gazette at 701-363-
2492. 

Thank you for keeping our 
chain of information work-
ing by using the established 
protocols for submission of 
community information. Our 
readership continues to grow. 

Thank you, personal an-
nouncements, sales of items 
or services, or promotion of 
events which charge admis-
sion or are fundraising events 
are ads. Legals are paid, re-
quired reports and announce-
ments to the public.
Publishers Auxiliary

We practice journalism, 
which is defined by a disci-
pline of verification; we tell 
you how we know something, 
or we attribute it; we’re main-
ly about facts, not opinion. 
Social media is mainly about 
opinions and have little, if 
any, discipline or verification. 
Which should you trust?

Edge of Chaos
By Allan Tinker

Making exceptions
Rules are best followed and 

enforced, to keep progress 
moving forward in most appli-
cable situations. If you almost 
always follow a rule, your 
downfall is likely to be con-
nected to the times you did not. 
Sad, but the downfall of many 
otherwise good decisions.

Now, there are exceptions 
for rule breaking. That is when 
a rule limits a needed behavior 
or result that is dangerous, poi-
sonous, or no longer applicable 
to current standards, such as 
not tying your horse to the fire 
hydrant while you lunch at the 
local café.

Rules and breaking them are 
not for those in power or con-
trol to change things so that 
they no longer work, avoid li-
ability, hide what it is they are 
really doing, or putting a “good 
face” on a situation where the 
consequences are jail time.

I hope you get the drift of 
some of the differences that ap-
ply to following or not follow-
ing rules.

Good rules are generally fol-
lowed by most people. Some 
people bend the rules and then 
get called things such as “used 
car salesman” since they 
stayed within legal, but per-
haps not ethical, boundaries.

There are some who follow 
no rules that cost them money, 
touch on behaviors they know 
will hurt someone, and eat way 
more than the recommended 
daily diet of whatever foods 
are giving them more weight 
than they need to be trim and 
fit.

While you do not usually 
throw water at your aunt sit-
ting on the porch swing, if it is 
on fire and your aunt is at risk, 
you might decide that her be-
ing wet is a necessary ending 
to not breaking the rule. She 
might even agree later, when 
she calms down.

Not so good is telling some-
one the age of the horse you 
are selling them by saying it 
is “about ten years old.” There 
is a normal life span range for 
horses but ten is not “about” 
right if the horse is pushing 
twenty-five. That is gener-
ally called lying through your 
teeth.

Businesses have rules, pub-
lic facilities and services have 
rules, people who sell, make, 
or create foods and medicines 
for human and animal con-
sumption have rules to follow. 
There are traffic rules, build-
ing codes, meeting protocols, 
and how you treat other people 

rules and called etiquette.
We learn many of these 

things as we grow up and old. 
Some never learn them and 
those around them may suf-
fer things that would not have 
happened had a rule been fol-
lowed. Those who break rules 
often end up hurting them-
selves, their ability to earn a 
living, or finding someone to 
be their friend. 

If your friends don’t break 
rules, you might consider get-
ting some mental health assis-
tance. Then you might not end 
up alone or in jail.

Rule following can make 
your life easier, earn you the 
trust of others, let you keep a 
job you really like, or be the 
person your dog thinks you 
are. 

Asking others to break a 
rule for you is terrible. Just 
because they actually did the 
rule breaking doesn’t mean the 
judge is stupid. He or she likely 
sees what your part in the sto-
len candy was. Not a good way 
to live with other people who 
you want to call friends.

Hope you enjoyed the rules. 
Might come in handy someday 
when you are faced with a de-
cision on how to do the right 
thing, face the consequences 
of a bad thing you did or sup-
ported, or just want to grum-
ble about how hard it is to do 
what you want when the world 
thinks you should not.

Have a great week!

Business Directory

Hertz Funeral
Homes, Inc.

McClusky, N.D.
Phone 363-2250
Harvey, N.D.

Phone 324-4374
hertzfuneralhomes.com

Complete Funeral Service
Monuments and Markers

Funeral Home OptometristHealthcare

Dr. Schindler & Dr. Deis
& Dr. Hellebush

N. Main Street • Garrison
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
463-2224 • 701-255-0186 (Bismarck)

Optometrist
Dr. Deis & Dr. Hellebush
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701-448-9225


