
2—McClusky Gazette, Thursday, April 2, 2026

The

(USPS 335-020   ISSN 1085-990X)
203 Main Street S

P. O. Box 619, McClusky, N.D.  58463
Phone: 701-363-2492

e-mail: gazette@westriv.com

Offi  cial Newspaper of Sheridan County
Published Every Thursday

McClusky Gazette, 203 S Main St,
McClusky, ND 58463

Periodical Postage paid and mailed at McClusky, N.D.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
McClusky Gazette, P.O. Box 619, McClusky, N.D. 58463

GAZETTE HOURS: Offi  ce is open by appointment only
Closed on holidays.

STAFF:
Editor: Allan Tinker

Graphic Designer: Jackie Kohler

Announcement 
 con't on page 3CHAOS page 8

I have always marveled at 
the changes possible in the 
weather in North Dakota. 
Perhaps I would wonder at 
the weather in nearby states 
as well, but other than being 
born in Minnesota, I haven’t 
spent much time there. My 
children and grandchildren 
there like it and it is a nice 
place to visit. 

But, at heart, I am a flatland-
er and a dry land person, pre-
ferring not to hold my breath 
on the high corners of the 
highways in the mountains 
and not having to worry about 
a flood wiping out my house in 
the middle of the night.

I drove the Dodge Omni 
from my farm home to Alaska 
back in the early 2000-time pe-
riod, making it 3,000 miles by 
myself and starting the trip 
north at 6 a.m.

 I had packed my small car 
for emergencies but basically 
stopped just two times to sleep 
inside a motel. Another night 
I found rain, and more rain, a 
highway short on gravel but 
long on mud and a full motel 
and no rooms available. 

I kept on, stopping every 
time my windshield got cov-
ered by a passing truck spray-
ing mud until I came to a pull-

Business Directory

Hertz Funeral
Homes, Inc.

McClusky, N.D.
Phone 363-2250
Harvey, N.D.

Phone 324-4374
hertzfuneralhomes.com

Complete Funeral Service
Monuments and Markers

Funeral Home OptometristHealthcare

Dr. Schindler & Dr. Deis
& Dr. Hellebush

N. Main Street • Garrison
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
463-2224 • 701-255-0186 (Bismarck)

Optometrist
Dr. Deis & Dr. Hellebush
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701-448-9225

EDITORIAL

Announcements
Letters to the Editor policy

The McClusky Gazette wel-
comes and encourages letters 
to the editor. 

Items submitted are edited 
for content, length, and space 
available. Grammar and spell-
ing corrections will also be 
made, if needed.

Libelous or slanderous ma-
terial is never allowed.  No 
political promotion or view 
content.

Letters to the editor are 
reserved for individual com-
ment to the editor on a subject 
of local interest and should 
follow these guidelines: Let-
ters addressed to the public at 
large are not considered let-
ters to the editor.

Letters should not be more 
than 250 words in length. The 
shorter the letter, the more 
likely it will be read.

Letters must be signed, ad-
dress included, with a phone 
number for verification.

The McClusky Gazette will 
not honor requests to with-
hold names. 

We will not publish anony-
mous/unsigned letters.
Announcements: 
Sheridan County Commis-
sion/Park Board

Sheridan County Commis-
sioners and Park Board: First 
Tuesday of the month

Starting April 1-2025; Coun-
ty Park Board first on agenda 
at 8:30 a.m.

Regular County Commis-
sion 9:30 a.m.

Check with the County Au-
ditor for notice on special 
commission and committee 
meetings 701-363-2205.
Sheridan Water Resource 
District

The Sheridan County Water 
Resource District will meet on 
the second Thursday of Febru-
ary, June, September, and No-
vember in the Commissioners 
Room, 9 a.m.
McClusky City Meeting

Second Monday of the 
month, 7 p.m. City Hall. 
McClusky Municipal Court:

Third Monday of the month, 
7 p.m. City Hall.
 McClusky Job Develop-
ment Authority

First Wednesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. City Hall
McClusky Park Board

City Hall, 4:30 p.m. First 
Wednesday of the month.

McClusky School Board 
Second Tuesday of the month, 
check with school for changes. 
Sheridan County Senior 
Citizens: 

The New Senior Citizen Cen-
ter at 213 South Main Street 
is open from noon to 5 p.m., 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Wednesdays are 
reserved for visiting the Sher-

idan Memorial Home. 
Contact Linda Bowers, 363-

9205 for current information. 
McClusky Fire Department

First Monday of the month; 
summer at 9 p.m., winter at 8 
p.m. City Hall.
Goodrich Fire Department

Second Monday of the 
month; 7 p.m.
Goodrich City Council

First Monday of the month; 
8:30 a.m.
Martin City Council

First Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m.
Sheridan County Food 
Shelf

Third Tuesday of each 
month
Sheridan County Court-
house

9 a.m. to noon. Board meet-
ing may follow 
Used flag receptacles.

There are used flag recep-
tacles in both the McClusky 
and Goodrich Post Offices for 
anyone wishing to dispose of 
any retired flags.

Unless inclement weather 
or illness prohibits, the Ga-
zette office is open by appoint-
ment.  Call the editor for an 
appointment or information 
at 363-2492. 

Submissions of ads, photos, 
obits, copy, reports, minutes, 
events, and subs, new and re-
newals, are possible at that 
time. Ads and notices must 
meet the noon Friday dead-
line before the next issue to be 
included in the next paper. We 
go to press at noon on Monday.

Material needs to be submit-
ted in person, preferably in 
writing, by computer card, or 
by email to gazette@westriv.
com, or by mail to McClusky 
Gazette at P.O. Box 619, Mc-
Clusky, 58463, or by phone to 
McClusky Gazette at 701-363-
2492. 

Thank you for keeping our 
chain of information work-
ing by using the established 
protocols for submission of 
community information. Our 
readership continues to grow. 

Thank you, personal an-
nouncements, sales of items 
or services, or promotion of 
events which charge admis-
sion or are fundraising events 
are ads. Legals are paid, re-
quired reports and announce-
ments to the public.
Publishers Auxiliary

We practice journalism, 
which is defined by a disci-
pline of verification; we tell 
you how we know something, 
or we attribute it; we’re main-
ly about facts, not opinion. 
Social media is mainly about 

Edge of Chaos
By Allan Tinker

Alaska revisited
out where a few other vehicles 
were stopped. I decided to lock 
my doors, cover my windows 
from the inside and have the 
key in the ignition in case 
worse came to worse and I 
had to move whether I wanted 
to or not.

A few hours later the early 
sun was up and the rain eased. 
This was in the continental 
area of long daylight hours 
getting and close to the north-
east edge of Alaska. 

I started back up, not run-
ning into as much traffic as 
before, since 5 a.m. is a bit 
slow on traffic most any day 
or place, and I drove to my 
next stop, the name of which 
I have forgotten. I washed 
and gassed up the car, bought 
some food and slept in the car 
for a few hours before head-
ing out to the border and then 
down south towards Anchor-
age. I was more than halfway 
there.

I made it quite a way but 
stopped at a motel/truck-stop 
before I wanted to head any 
farther on a Saturday night. 
After I had eaten, I called my 
daughter Jerri who asked 
where I was at. I told her and 
she said to stop and get a room. 
I asked her if the road was 

worse farther on as it looked 
okay where I was at. She told 
me the road was fine, but I was 
slurring my words and didn’t 
sound safe to drive anymore.

Since I have always valued 
her advice, well, most of the 
time, I went into the motel 
with my suitcase and asked 
if they had a room for me. 
“Sure” the clerk said, “Just 
sign here.”

Then I asked how far the 
room was and the clerk indi-
cated it was just around the 
desk and one door down. 

I dragged myself to the room, 
took a long shower and went 
to bed with the television on 
the weather channel. I woke 
up the next day and saw that 
I had slept a straight 10 hours 
with no bathroom breaks.  

I again filled the car with 
gas and headed south to An-
chorage. When I arrived at 
my daughter’s house just her 
husband and kids were home, 
she was at work. He asked me 
what I thought of my trip. I 
said the roads were okay, but 
I wanted to know whose idea 
it was to plant all the trees as 
there wasn’t any scenery the 
whole trip down the last por-
tion.

I made the trip in three 
days. I hadn’t used the spare 
tire, the emergency can of gas, 
and I had snacks and water 


