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In looking over the past 
years of spring weather in our 
area recorded in the bound 
volumes of the McClusky Ga-
zette, I see both nice days and 
some storms, including some 
rather fierce ones, along with 
prairie fires and drought. We 
can be assured somewhat that 
we are going to see storms 
end and crops planted, calves 
will be born, and we will en-
joy lunch in the fields or trips 
to grandma’s and grandpa’s 
house for family and other 
special seasonal events.

Easter is behind us, and the 
next major holidays will again 
show us both good and bad 
weather.

The changes we see are 
those of modern machinery 
allowing fields to get bigger 
and crops larger with less hu-
man effort but larger gas and 
machinery costs. Those of us 
older people remember well 
planting potatoes early and 
using simple potato planters 
drawn by either a horse or 
small tractor as we rode in 
back, dropping the potatoes 
into the planter’s mechanism 
and dirt being pulled over by 
the machine.

Later in the year, another 
round with the tractor and a 
machine in the field would 

Business Directory
Hertz Funeral
Homes, Inc.

McClusky, N.D.
Phone 363-2250
Harvey, N.D.

Phone 324-4374
hertzfuneralhomes.com

Complete Funeral Service
Monuments and Markers

Funeral Home OptometristHealthcare

Dr. Schindler & Dr. Deis
& Dr. Hellebush

N. Main Street • Garrison
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
463-2224 • 701-255-0186 (Bismarck)

Optometrist
Dr. Deis & Dr. Hellebush
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701-448-9225

Editorial
Announcements

Letters to the Editor policy
The McClusky Gazette wel-

comes and encourages letters 
to the editor. 

Items submitted are edited 
for content, length, and space 
available. Grammar and spell-
ing corrections will also be 
made, if needed.

Libelous or slanderous ma-
terial is never allowed.  No 
political promotion or view 
content.

Letters to the editor are 
reserved for individual com-
ment to the editor on a subject 
of local interest and should 
follow these guidelines: Let-
ters addressed to the public at 
large are not considered let-
ters to the editor.

Letters should not be more 
than 250 words in length. The 
shorter the letter, the more 
likely it will be read.

Letters must be signed, ad-
dress included, with a phone 
number for verification.

The McClusky Gazette will 
not honor requests to with-
hold names. 

We will not publish anony-
mous/unsigned letters.
Announcements: 
Sheridan County Commis-
sion/Park Board

Sheridan County Commis-
sioners and Park Board: First 
Tuesday of the month

Starting April 1-2025; Coun-
ty Park Board first on agenda 
at 8:30 a.m.

Regular County Commis-
sion 9:30 a.m.

Check with the County Au-
ditor for notice on special 
commission and committee 
meetings 701-363-2205.
Sheridan Water Resource 
District

The Sheridan County Water 
Resource District will meet on 
the second Thursday of Febru-
ary, June, September, and No-
vember in the Commissioners 
Room, 9 a.m.
McClusky City Meeting

Second Monday of the 
month, 7 p.m. City Hall. 
McClusky Municipal Court:

Third Monday of the month, 
7 p.m. City Hall.
McClusky Job Develop-
ment Authority

First Wednesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. City Hall
McClusky Park Board

City Hall, 4:30 p.m. First 
Wednesday of the month.

McClusky School Board 
Second Tuesday of the month, 
check with school for changes. 
Sheridan County Senior 
Citizens: 

The New Senior Citizen Cen-
ter at 213 South Main Street 
is open from noon to 5 p.m., 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Wednesdays are 
reserved for visiting the Sher-

idan Memorial Home. 
Contact Linda Bowers, 363-

9205 for current information. 
McClusky Fire Department

First Monday of the month; 
summer at 9 p.m., winter at 8 
p.m. City Hall.
Goodrich Fire Department

Second Monday of the 
month; 7 p.m.
Goodrich City Council

First Monday of the month; 
8:30 a.m.
Martin City Council

First Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m.
Sheridan County Food 
Shelf

Third Tuesday of each 
month
Sheridan County Court-
house

9 a.m. to noon. Board meet-
ing may follow 
Used flag receptacles.

There are used flag recep-
tacles in both the McClusky 
and Goodrich Post Offices for 
anyone wishing to dispose of 
any retired flags.

Unless inclement weather 
or illness prohibits, the Ga-
zette office is open by appoint-
ment.  Call the editor for an 
appointment or information 
at 363-2492. 

Submissions of ads, photos, 
obits, copy, reports, minutes, 
events, and subs, new and re-
newals, are possible at that 
time. Ads and notices must 
meet the noon Friday dead-
line before the next issue to be 
included in the next paper. We 
go to press at noon on Monday.

Material needs to be submit-
ted in person, preferably in 
writing, by computer card, or 
by email to gazette@westriv.
com, or by mail to McClusky 
Gazette at P.O. Box 619, Mc-
Clusky, 58463, or by phone to 
McClusky Gazette at 701-363-
2492. 

Thank you for keeping our 
chain of information work-
ing by using the established 
protocols for submission of 
community information. Our 
readership continues to grow. 

Thank you, personal an-
nouncements, sales of items 
or services, or promotion of 
events which charge admis-
sion or are fundraising events 
are ads. Legals are paid, re-
quired reports and announce-
ments to the public.
Publishers Auxiliary

We practice journalism, 
which is defined by a disci-
pline of verification; we tell 
you how we know something, 
or we attribute it; we’re main-
ly about facts, not opinion. 
Social media is mainly about 
opinions and have little, if 
any, discipline or verification. 
Which should you trust?

Edge of Chaos
By Allan Tinker

Spring
dig up the potato crop, and we 
would pick them by hand and 
fill the potato wagon which 
would head into the shed for a 
few days while the dirt dried 
and the clean potatoes stored 
for winter or sale.

Those of us may still do 
hand planting and harvesting 
of potatoes in our gardens, but 
machinery handles the large 
or commercial potato crops.

School is almost done for 
the year, and I recall anxious 
days waiting for the final bell 
in the country school that was 
just across and down the road 
by our farm, where I still live. 
With snow melting, water was 
a fun thing to see, where cul-
verts under the roads rushed 
with water until that level was 
below the entry level of water 
and the ditches sat with water 
for ducks and geese to hatch 
their families and provide en-
tertainment when we worked 
around the farm.

I liked to “help” the water 
by digging little ditches in 
the roads and yard and seeing 
how fast I could make the wa-
ter run.  Fun at no cost and a 
broken stick for a shovel.

Calving time was usually 
about the same time, perhaps 
a bit earlier, but another time 
to enjoy nature and avoid 

crossing the path of a just-
freshened mother cow who 
can be quite protective when 
her new baby seems to be at 
risk. No need to argue, just get 
on the other side of the fence 
and safely enjoy the calf. The 
milk cows babies were put 
into the barn, reunited with 
their mothers but fed by hand, 
whole milk by bottle, then lat-
er they received the skim milk 
by pail after the cream separa-
tor had done its job, also pow-
ered by hand when dad got 
the speed up for the machine 
to separate cream from milk. 
Pigs and chickens also re-
ceived the skimmed milk, and 
both skim and whole milk was 
stored in the house refrigera-
tor for cooking and meals. 

Growing up on the farm al-
lowed a close relationship 
with animals and how they 
provide for both themselves 
and their owners through 
milk, meat, eggs and money at 
sale time.  In the house, cream 
was stored in the refrigera-
tor and taken in large cans to 
town for sale, as were the sur-
plus eggs from the chickens. 
Most kids received allowanc-
es of varying amounts from 
a nickel to a dollar or two de-
pending upon age and family 
finances. That meant a copy of 
the latest comic book, school 
supplies, a candy or frozen 
treat in town. One might have 


