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Legals
NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that on 
Tuesday, the 9th day of June, 2026, 
at the polling place listed below in the 
County of Sheridan, State of North 
Dakota, a Primary Election will be held 
to elect Congressional, State, District, 
County, City and School Offi  ces and 
also one constitutional measure. A 

mail ballot election is being conducted 
for this election and you may contact 
the Sheridan County Auditor’s Offi  ce, 
PO Box 439, McClusky, ND  58463 or 
telephone 701-363-2205 to receive a 
ballot by mail prior to Election Day.  In 
order for the mail ballots to be counted 
for the Primary Election, the mail 

ballots need to be received back to the 
Auditor’s offi  ce by 7:00 p.m. on Election 
Day.  If you wish to cast your vote in 
person and not take part in the mail 
ballot election you may do so at the 
McClusky City Hall, that will be open 
at 8:00 o’clock A.M. and will remain 
open until 7:00 o’clock P.M. of that day.  

The arrangement of candidate names 
appearing on the ballot in your precinct 
may vary from the published sample 
ballots, depending upon the School 
and City precinct part you reside at.

2026 Primary Election Precinct and 
Polling Place

No.  1 -  All of Sheridan County

McClusky City Hall
Community Room
117 Ave B. East
McClusky, ND  58463
 Dated this 20th day of May, 2026.
Shirley A. Murray
Sheridan County Auditor

(May 28 & June 4, 2026)

ABBREVIATED NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
ADOPT AND AMEND ADMINISTRATIVE 
RULES RELATING TO MOTOR CARRIER 

SAFETY REGULATIONS - GENERAL
TAKE NOTICE that the North Dakota 

Highway Patrol will hold a public hearing 
to address proposed changes to the N.D. 
Admin. Code 38-04-01-02 at 10:00 a.m. 
central � me on June 29, 2026, at the Law 
Enforcement Training Academy, 1320 
Schafer Street, Bismarck North Dakota.

A copy of the proposed rules may be 
obtained by wri� ng the North Dakota 
Highway Patrol or calling 701-328-2447. 
The proposed rules are also posted 
at www.statepatrol.nd.gov. Wri� en 
comments may be submi� ed to North 
Dakota Highway Patrol, 600 E Blvd Ave, 
Dept 504, Bismarck, ND, 58505 by July 
14, 2026.

If you plan to a� end the public hearing 
and will need special facili� es or 
assistance rela� ng to a disability, please 
contact the North Dakota Highway 
Patrol at the above telephone number 
or address at least two days prior to the 
public hearing.

Dated this 27th day of May 2026.
Daniel Haugen, Superintendent
North Dakota Highway Patrol

Federal appeals court asked to weigh 
in on lawsuit over ND political ad law

BY: MARY STEURER
The Burleigh County State’s 

Attorney’s Office wants a fed-
eral appeals court to dismiss 
a lawsuit against the office ac-
cusing it of free speech viola-
tions.

Former state lawmaker 
Brandon Prichard in the suit 
alleges the state’s corrupt prac-
tices law, which criminalizes 
lying or making intentionally 
misleading statements in po-
litical ads, is unconstitutional.

Prichard claims he, his wife, 
Kathryn and his political or-
ganization Citizens Alliance 
of North Dakota were subject 
to an unfair investigation un-
der the statute by the Burleigh 
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice, which forced them to self-
censor their political speech. 
The Republican is a contro-
versial figure in North Dakota 
politics in part for his attacks 

on incumbent Republican law-
makers.

Burleigh County State’s At-
torney Julie Lawyer asked 
U.S. District Court Judge Dan-
iel Traynor to toss the case. 
Lawyer in court records said 
that although her office had 
previously investigated the 
Prichards under the law, she 
declined to prosecute.

The Burleigh County State’s 
Attorney’s Office also brought 
charges under the statute in 
2018 against legislative can-
didate Duane Sand, The Bis-
marck Tribune reported. 
Prosecutors later dropped the 
charges against Sand after 
those involved reached a pri-
vate settlement.

Lawyer in court records said 
Prichard’s lawsuit should be 
dismissed in part because her 
office has decided not to en-
force the statute moving for-

ward.
The Burleigh County State’s 

Attorney’s Office also argued 
Prichard does not have stand-
ing to bring the case because 
he did not provide sufficient 
evidence that the agency has 
caused him harm, or that ac-
tion by a court could address 
that harm.

Traynor earlier this month 
denied the agency’s motion to 
dismiss the lawsuit. He wrote 
that Burleigh County prosecu-
tors’ previous enforcement ac-
tions under the statute means 
the plaintiffs could face pros-
ecution in the future, which 
may present a First Amend-
ment concern.

Traynor in the order also 
hinted he may ultimately find 
the corrupt practices law un-
constitutional.

Lawyer has since asked the 
8th Circuit Court of Appeals to 

review Traynor’s ruling.
She has not yet submitted 

documents outlining her rea-
sons for the appeal. Lawyer 
must file a brief detailing her 
arguments by June 23, accord-
ing to court records

Lawyer did not immediately 
respond Tuesday to a request 
for comment.

Prichard in a Tuesday state-
ment said he believes the 8th 
Circuit will deny Lawyer’s ap-
peal.

His suit originally also 
named the North Dakota At-
torney General’s Office and 
the North Dakota Ethics Com-
mission as defendants, though 
the court granted those agen-
cies’ requests to be dropped 
from the case. 

North Dakota Monitor re-
porter Mary Steurer can be 
reached at msteurer@northda-
kotamonitor.com.
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