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Hé Ho, Winnipeg — it’s that time 
again. Dig out your long underwear, 
practice your best lumberjack beard 
(real or imaginary), and prepare your 
taste buds for maple syrup: Festival 
du Voyageur is back.

What began in 1970 as part of Man-
itoba’s centennial celebrations has 
since blossomed into Winnipeg’s 
annual excuse to party like it’s 1815 
— but with better boots and indoor 
plumbing. Tasked with promoting the 
very first festival, Georges Forest did 
what any reasonable person would 
do - he dressed up as a voyageur. Just 
like that, a legend — and a dress code 
— was born. The tradition of the “Offi-
cial Voyageur” continues to this day, 
proving once and for all that if you 
commit hard enough to an outfit, you 
can make history.

North of the Border Festival du Voyageur is back
By Loryn Willcocks

Then came Léo La Tuque. In 1971, a 
snow sculpture of a toque (a winter 
hat or beanie) and boots stole the 
show. By 1972, Léo had become the 
festival’s official mascot. Because 
nothing says “winter celebration” 
quite like a giant hat with legs. And 
honestly? We love him for it.

For 57 glorious years, Festival du 
Voyageur has celebrated Manitoba’s 
Francophone roots with music, danc-
ing, storytelling, and enough joie de 
vivre to melt a snowbank. You don’t 
need to speak French to enjoy it — 
though confidently yelling “Hé Ho!” 
(pronounced “hay hoe”) will make you 
feel instantly bilingual and 37% more 
festive.

Step into the festival tents, and you’ll 
be greeted by live fiddles, jigging feet, 
laughter — and that smell. If you know, 
you know. It’s a heady blend of camp-
fire smoke, woodchips, damp wool, 
and historic ambition. The floors are 
lined with wood chips to keep things 
cozy but the scent? That’s pure ambi-
ance. And yes, in a move that proves 
marketing genius is alive and well 
in Manitoba, you can actually buy it. 
“Fragrance du Festival – Forest” is 
available as an essential oil. Finally, 
a way to make your living room smell 
like a joyous lumber camp.

The festival grounds are a winter 

playground: tow-
ering snow sculp-
tures, a tubing hill 
for the brave (or 
those who’ve had 
enough caribou 
courage), broom-
ball games, and 
live performanc-
es that warm the 
soul even when 
your eyelashes 
are freezing. Of 
course, there are 
also the maple syr-

Wolf Trading Post to The Riverside. 
Midnight shows and karaoke stretch 
into the early hours, because nothing 
says cultural heritage like belting out 
power ballads at 2:47 a.m.

Local favourites like La Brasserie 
Nonsuch and Marion Hotel are serv-

up suckers — that sticky rite of pas-
sage where you pour hot syrup onto 
snow, roll it onto a stick, and hope 
your mittens survive. It’s messy, it’s 
delicious, and it’s arguably the most 
effective dental strategy for any child 
with a loose tooth hanging on for dear 
life.

Education is also at the heart of the 
celebration. At Fort Gibraltar, a re-
construction of an 1815 fur trade 
fort, history comes alive. You can 
learn about the Francophone, Métis, 
and First Nations communities who 
shaped Manitoba — all while wonder-
ing how they survived winters without 
thermal socks and heated car seats.
The party doesn’t stop when the sun 
goes down at 4:45 p.m. Performanc-
es pop up around the city, from Wise 

ing up festival-inspired eats, while 
the “Battle of the Towns” Voyageur 
Games bring out Manitoba’s compet-
itive spirit — politely, of course. Don’t 
miss the 55th Jigging Contest at Re-
lais du Voyageur, where dancers of all 
ages prove that winter boots are, in 
fact, performance footwear.

At its heart, Festival du Voyageur is 
an outdoor day (and night) of fresh 
air, frozen toes, rich history, and con-
tagious laughter. It’s a reminder that 
winter in Manitoba isn’t something to 
endure — it’s something to celebrate 
loudly.

So bundle up, grab a maple sucker, 
inhale that unmistakable woodchip 
perfume, and shout it with feeling:
Hé Ho!

Loryn Willcocks was born and raised 
in Morden, Manitoba. Working at Sim-
mons Media, Loryn has worn many 
hats but has found her calling in cre-
ating Canadian content and news. 
She stays busy by raising two very 
active kids who are involved in nearly 
every activity imaginable and giving 
back to the community through volun-
teering. Her children are living their 
best life, and she's along for the ride. 
When not working for Simmons or ca-
tering to her children, she is busy on 
the farm working with cattle, custom 
planting and chopping. 

At the last regular Langdon City Com-
mission meeting on Feb. 9, commis-
sioners discussed upgrading the floor-
ing at the Langdon Activity Center. 
Chelsea Graber, director of the activi-
ty center, presented a price quote for 
carpet tile for the lobby area and hall-
ways, but said she wasn’t convinced 
that carpet was the right choice. 

“We can only do it once so we want 
to make the right decision,” said 
Cody Schlittenhard, commissioner. 

After discussion, commissioners ta-
bled the decision and directed Graber 
to obtain price quotes for hard sur-
face flooring for the area. 

“If we want to go with a hard surface, 
let’s get two hard surface quotes and 
we will make a decision at the next 
meeting and get this done,” Schlitten-
hard said. 

Shannon Duerr was in attendance 
from the Cavalier County Job Devel-
opment Authority with several items 
to discuss. 

The JDA is preparing to apply for grant 

Langdon City Commissioners table flooring decision for activity center, advance CDL training 
By Sarah Hinnenkamp

funding to launch a Commercial Driv-
er’s License (CDL) training initiative 
designed to address ongoing work-
force shortages faced by local and 
regional employers. The proposed 
program would support three CDL 
cohorts totaling 12 students - two 
cohorts of inexperienced drivers and 
one cohort of experienced drivers 
seeking credential upgrades. 
The total program cost is $107,428, 
structured as a shared investment 
model:

Grant (50%): $53,714

JDA (25%): $26,857

Students / Employers (25%): $26,857

“The reason why it’s so expensive is 
because it’s a brand new idea,” Duerr 
told commissioners. 

The JDA requested city support to-
ward the JDA portion of $26,857 in 
order to finalize the match and pro-
ceed with the grant application.
 
This structure ensures public dollars 
are leveraged with both private invest-

ment and participant buy-in, while 
keeping the program accessible to 
Langdon residents.

If awarded, the program would allow 
the JDA to move quickly to implemen-
tation and provide local access to 
CDL training that supports workforce 
retention, business expansion, and 
long-term economic stability.

Commissioners decided to move for-
ward with the project and voted yes 
unanimously. 

Duerr also helped facilitate a request 
from the Langdon Research Extension 
Center, which requested $50,000 
to help with adding a seed cleaning 
plant. Commissioners approved the 
request. 

Duerr had correspondence from an 
artist asking to install a piece of art 
on Boyd Block. The sculpture would 
be about the height of the existing 
clock tower. 
Commissioners discussed and decid-
ed they liked the art and the idea, but 
not for Boyd Block. 

They asked Duerr to see if he would 
be interested in putting it in the city 
park instead. 

The JDA also agreed to the annual re-
quest for Music Fest support and will 
put $2,000 toward the event. 

City auditor RoxAnne Hennager re-
ported that the city took in $841,818 
in sales tax in 2025. That is based on 

two separate sales tax rates during 
2025, on July 1 the city’s sales tax 
went from 2% to 3%. 

“So our sales tax has been doing real-
ly well,” Hennager said. 

The annual report for the sheriff’s 
department is scheduled for the next 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. 


