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Dakota Datebook

Drought & Depression
by CAROLE BUTCHER

ON THIS DATE: March 9,
2026 — The entire economic
system of the United States
began to break down follow-
ing the Stock Market Crash of
1929. Unemployment swept
across the nation, and North
Dakota suffered even more
than most of the country be-
cause of a devastating drought.
Production was down and so
were prices.

In 1933, the per capita per-
sonal income in the United
States was $375. But in North
Dakota, it was only $145.
Thousands lost their farms.
There was a mass migration
out of the state. Over one third
of the remaining population
lived on relief.

North Dakotans were not
united in how the government
should respond to the crisis.

They tended to be extremely
independent. Farmers did not
want the government to tell
them to change their farming
methods, and the residents

in general were reluctant to
live on charity handed out by
Washington, considering it

a loss of independence and
freedom.

In spite of efforts by a Demo-
cratic Administration to get the
country back on its feet, North
Dakotans remained staunchly
Republican.

Franklin D. Roosevelt was
elected in 1932 and inaugu-
rated on March 4, 1933. More
than 13 million Americans
were out of work. There was
no time to lose. He had to act,
and he had to act fast. On this
date in 1933, the Emergency
Banking Act was introduced
in a special joint session of
Congress. The sense of crisis
was so great that there was
only one written copy of the
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Act available, and it was read
aloud before Congress. It
passed that evening. Roosevelt
immediately signed it into law.
The Act expanded the powers
of the President to respond to
a banking crisis, allowing him
to regulate virtually all banking
functions.

Roosevelt told Americans
that “It is safer to keep your
money in a reopened bank
than under the mattress.”

His immediate action had

the desired effect. Within two
weeks, Americans deposited
more than half the funds they
had withdrawn from banks.
The Stock Market began a slow
recovery.

The Great Depression was
by no means over. North
Dakotans continued to suffer.
People drifted off the farms
into towns, where they were no
better off. Governor Langer be-
lieved it was crucial to increase
farm prices to save the state.
He declared a moratorium on

farm foreclosures. With mea-
sures instituted by both Wash-
ington and Bismarck, North
Dakota slowly emerged from
the Great Depression.

Town Criers
by SARAH WALKER

ON THIS DATE:March 12,
2026 — It’s a “flock” of geese
and a “murder” of crows, but
what do you call a large group
of town criers? On this date in
1929, the Park Hotel in Kill-
deer was full of them!

They had gathered in Kill-
deer for their regular Town
Criers meeting. The Killdeer
Herald reported that it “was
a capacity affair. Thirty-five
persons were recorded in at-
tendance.”

The town criers enjoyed a
meal, after which the chairman
called the meeting to order.
Part of the order of business
was to discuss what they had
accomplished. The newspaper

reported, “As the last word,
Haakon Weydahl, in his usual
vivid way, portrayed their
activities in military parlance,
which took in every maneuver
from the breakfast bugle of the
morning after to the zero hour
of the night before. As a climax,
he decorated them with a
specially prepared ribbon from
each of which was suspended a
five dollar gold piece.”

After the business of the
meeting was over, the town cri-
ers went to the Odd Fellow Hall
in the Killdeer Hotel building,
where they played whist, sang,
and enjoyed themselves. Their
number increased as people
around town, including “many
who were weather-bound in
town overnight”—at least that
was their excuse.

The newspaper stated,
“Somewhere, long ago, a sad-
faced poet who never ‘convived’
with his friends and acquain-
tances uttered the following:

‘Backward, turn backward, O
time in thy flight, and make me
a child again just for tonight.’
That gem of thought confessing
the accumulated stagnation of
years gone by and expressing

a yearning for things that were
forever gone, would have never
graced the crown of literature
if the discouraged old poet had
ever attended a party with the
Killdeer town Criers.”

There are official town crier
positions in some cities today,
though none in North Dakota.
Still, one can imagine the echo
of the group of men, cheering
each other, and perhaps even
exclaiming out loud, “Hear ye,
Hear ye!”

“Dakota Datebook”is a radio
series from Prairie Public in
partnership with the State
Historical Society of North
Dakota and with funding from
the North Dakota Humanities
Council.
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Assembly of God

Lake Assembly
Jerry & Denise Dvorscak
Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, March 15
10:30 a.m. Regular Service
& FaceBook Live

WCAG Church
Kris Faul, Pastor
Kenmare, N.D.
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. Prayer
9:45 a.m. Donuts & Coffee
10:15 a.m. Worship Service
Every other Monday - 10:00 a.m.
Lean on Me Play Group
Tuesday -9:30 a.m.
Ladies BELLS Group
Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Romans Bible Study
Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
Fruit of the Spirit Study
Friday
7:00 a.m. Men’s Coffee
8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Methodist

United Methodist Church
Pastor Mark Turner
Bowbells, N.D.
Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. Worship

Lutheran
Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner
833-2228
Lignite, N.D.
Wednesday, March 11
7:00 p.m. Joint Lenten Service
Sunday, March 15
11:00 a.m. Worship
Baptism & Bible Presentation
Tuesday, March 17
9:00 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday, March 18
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper
at Bethlehem-Bowbells
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship
at Bethlehem-Bowbells

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner
833-2228
Columbus, N.D.
Sunday, March 15
No Worship

McGregor-White Earth
Lutheran Parish
Milo Mell, SAM/Intern Pastor
Wednesday, March 11
4:00 p.m. Confirmation in Tioga
6:00 p.m. Zion & First Supper
7:00 p.m. Zion & First
Lenten Service
Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. First Worship
11:00 a.m. Zion Worship
Wednesday, March 18
4:00 p.m. Confirmation in Tioga
6:00 p.m. Zion & First Supper
7:00 p.m. Zion & First
Lenten Service

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner
833-2228
Bowbells, N.D.
Wednesday, March 11
6:00 p.m. Lasagna Supper
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. Worship
Children’s Church
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
Monday, March 16
1:00 p.m. Quilting
Wednesday, March 18
2:00 p.m. WELCA Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship

Faith Lutheran Church
Columbus, N.D.
Sunday, March 15
4:00 p.m. Communion Service
with Pastor Kevin Beard
5:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner

United as One
Lutheran Parish
Pastor Pauline Crowder
701-399-9472
pastorcrowder@gmail.com
Lay Minister, Jean Quigley
Holy Cross Lutheran
of Powers Lake
Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:45 a.m. Sunday School
& Coffee Hour
Wednesday activities:
10:00 a.m. Quilting
12:15 p.m. Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Luther League
Bethel Lutheran of Battleview
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Elmdale Lutheran of Niobe
1st & 3rd Sundays
9:30 am. Worship
with Lunch Following
Trinity Lutheran
of rural Kenmare
and & 4th Sundays
9:30 a.m. Worship
with lunch following

Catholic

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Father Daniel J. Berg
Bowbells, N.D.
Wednesday, March 11
6:00 p.m. Lasagna Dinner
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Sunday, March 15
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Mass
Tuesday, March 17
5:00 p.m. Adoration & Mass

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church
Rev. Gregory Crane
Portal, N.D.
Sunday, March 15
11:30 a.m. Mass

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
Rev. Gregory Crane
Noonan, N.D.
Saturday, March 14
7:00 p.m. Mass

St. James Catholic Church
Powers Lake, N.D.
Fr. Corey Nelson
Recorded Message 464-5012
Odd Months:
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Mass
Even Months:
Saturday - 7:00 p.m. Mass

Baptist
Bethel Baptist Church
Chuck Kranz, Pastor
Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. Prayer
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

The Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints

326 Prairie Drive, Stanley
Ward Bishop Jay Jackson
016-838-5728
Office: 701-628-5507
Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
608 1st St. N, New Town
Branch President Terry Jones
701-627-3397 or 307-272-1915

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
11:00 a.m. Primary/Nursery
(1st/3rd Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Sunday School
(2nd/4th Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Priesthood/
Relief Society Young Men/
Young Women

Five Fulltime Mechanics including AG Mechanic

(

Impact Mechanics

& Ftne Shop

7101-818-1490 or 701-609-6467

* Auto Repairs ¢ Complete Semi Repairs & Overhauls
* DPF Deletes * Small Engines *Motorcycles * Snowmobiles
* AG Repairs * Scan Tool  Qil Change e Tire Service ¢ Alignment
* Transmission Flush ¢ Coolant Flush ¢ A/C Service ¢ AC Delco Batteries

Thompson
Larson

Funeral Home
21 3rd Ave SW
Minot

)/

MOHALL, ND © JASPER, TX
EST1979

Thank you to everyone
who lets us put bees on your land!
We are currently looking
for additional spots.

To learn more call (701) 595-3035

’\\\‘t 7
owbells)-

Insurance]

701-377-2739
Ryan Peterson
Darla Peterson

K2 ELECTRIC INC
Stanley, ND

Specializing in Residential
Commercial, Agricultural

& Industrial Electrical Work
“Localy Owned & Operated

for Over 20 Years”
No Job Too Big or Small
Call Today: 701-628-1184

() 0
oAgtountry

equal opportunity provider

Davs - EVENINGS - WEEKENDS

KenmARE CommuNITY HosPITAL
701-385-4296

\__*On-Site Service * Towing/ Transport * Key Programming ¢ Exhausts (70 1 ) 852 = 3 446 or visit www.lambshonevfarm.com bowins@ nccray.com
Bowbells Cro L ant-
P | Trinrry Maximize your legacy. thrivent
Insurance COMMUN[TY Want to pass down as much as possible to the people and Kyle W Hanson
Focused on ag. causes you care about? With careful planning, you can. Y=~ FIC. CLTC®
Focused on vou CLINIC' KENMARE Let's connect to make the most of your legacy and potentially “° . Financial Associate
you. Monday-Friday minimize tax implications. “ 701-628-2394
115 Main St. NE - 377-3703 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Advice | Investments | Insurance | Banking | Generosity
AgCountry.com EmerGENCY Room CoVERAGE - 24 Hours

Thrivent and its financial professionals do not provide legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your attorney or tax professional.
Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance products issued by Thrivent. Not available in all states.
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., a registered investment adviser,
member FINRA and SIPC, and a subsidiary of Thrivent. Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent. Registered representative of Thrivent

Investment Management, Inc. Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Cémpass

Health

Navigating your health
Shelley Bartow PA-C
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am-5:30pm

701-385-3020

100 Ist Ave SE, Kenmare
www.compasshealthnd.com

SERVPRO.

Cleaning. Restoration. Construction.

24/7 Emergency Dispatch

SERVPRO® of Minot
(701) 852-7378
Email: Office@servprominot.com
Website: www.servprominot.com

Like it never even happened.

Liberty
State Bank

“Your Bank of
Friendly Service”
Member of FDIC
Phone 464-5421
Powers Lake ND

fN

Farmers Union
INSURANCE

Jerome (Jerry) Essler
Representative
100 North Central
PO Box 458, Kenmare ND 58746-0458
Office: (701) 385-4048 or (800) 670-4048

CRAFTS 4-U

23 Main St. North,_Crosby, ND
Best Prices

CARHARTT
ARIAT

Wrangler
RED WING

Custom Embroidery
701-965-6106

27716A R11-21
M7,
S § = Optometry Clinic, PC
/4///" \\\_\§ of Stanley and Kenmare
OPTOMETRIST
Dr. Tesha M. Gustafson
Box 857
allll Kenmare, ND 58746
385.4004

UM Fax 3854005
%m Satellite: Stanley, ND

Northern Combine
& Ag Repair LLC
Dylan Essen - Lignite ND

701-318-2114

- field service
« inspections

STEAKHOUSE
933-2337 » Lignite

Tuesday-Saturday
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
CLOSED Sun & Mon

Hauling Gravel
Digging, Trenching, Back Fill
Farm Water
Systems & Septic Tanks

339-1150
467-3230

Powers Lake

Medical Clinic

Wednesday
9:30 am - 4:30 pm
For Appointments

664-3368

DACOTAH BANK »

Here for you.
BANKING « INSURANCE « MORTGAGE « TRUST
15 Main St SE + Bowbells + (701)377-2386

dacotahbank.com e

e and Trust not FDIC

Bowbells Medical Clinic

18 Main Street

701-377-6400
Hours: Mon: 7:00-7:00
Tue - Wed: 7:30-6:00
Thur: 7:00-4:00

Visit us online at northlandchc.org
or Find Us on Facebook!

We service all of Northwest North Dakota

¢ Excavating/Dirt Work
¢ Water/Sewer Lines

¢ Septic Systems

¢ Foundations

¢ Demolition

¢ Culverts

* Manure Spreading

NEXT LEVEL EXCAVATING

Kenmare/Lignite, ND
701-705-0151

www.nextlevelnd.com

Septic Tank
Service

Steve Jensen
385-4633
cell: 835-2012

Kenmare N.D.

101 Railroad Ave.
Powers Lake, ND
701-464-7666
email: hyggehotel
1909@outlook.com

Hotel & Coffee Shop
E‘ Cafe Service for

- 2 Hotel Guests and

Reservation Only
dining or hotel reservations

call 701-641-1620

HISTORIC

" WYGEE
HOTEL

Joel Bird

Legacy Financial Partners

CFP®, BFA™, CRPC®, APMA®, CLTC®
Private Wealth Advisor, CEO
joel.l.bird@ampf.com

Independently owned and operated 6283232
ﬂ@@ Melby ' TIGGA Northland Sandberg Redi-Mix
. \iedical fcenter / HealthCenters
Construction e

Washed Sand & Rock
Custom Crushing
Road & Qil Site Graveling
933-2335 - Lignite
385-4038 - Kenmare

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

125 Buckskin Ave., Ste 200 - Bismarck, ND 58503

701.258.9735 | planwithLFP.com

Legacy Financial Partners

Ameripris

JODY OLNEY
CFP®, CPA, MBA, APMA®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor
jody.olney@ampf.com

Ameriprise %

 Private Wealth Advisory Practice Financial

Amerinrice Financial Services 11C Memher FINRA and SIPC




