
Applying Impeachment Clause to Supreme Court Justices

National conversations sur-
rounding the remote possibility 
of impeaching Justice Clarence 
Thomas for accepting –and failing 
to report—lavish gifts from a GOP 
billionaire with interests before 
the Supreme Court, have prompt-
ed important questions from read-
ers about the application of the 
Impeachment Clause to Supreme 
Court Justices.

In a nutshell, curious readers 
wonder whether Justices, and 
federal judges, are subject to 
impeachment? If so, what are the 
criteria? Have we impeached a 
Supreme Court Justice? 

    The “impeachment process” 

involves two steps. First, the 
House of Representatives deter-
mines by majority vote whether a 
judge, like a president, is guilty of 
an impeachable off ense, as defi ned 
by Article III of the Constitution. 
If indicted by the House, the judge 
is then subject to an impeachment 
trial conducted by the U.S. Senate. 
The threshold for removal from 
the bench, upon conviction, is a 
two-thirds majority. The Senate 
may impose an additional penalty: 
disqualifi cation from holding pub-
lic offi  ce in the future.

 The framers of the Constitution, 
in Article II, section 4, provided: 
“The President, Vice President 
and all civil offi  cers of the United 
States shall be removed from offi  ce 
on impeachment for, and convic-
tion of, treason, bribery, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors.” 
Judges were understood to be 
“civil offi  cers.”

The heinous crimes of treason 
and bribery were familiar to the 
framers, who were steeped in 
English history and drew upon im-
peachment trials of ministers and 
judges to shape the Impeachment 

Clause. Those off enses required 
little discussion in the Constitu-
tional Convention. The acts of 
selling out the nation and destroy-
ing the integrity of the judicial 
process were intolerable and thus 
disqualifying. 

The category of “high crimes 
and misdemeanors” fell into 
recognizable categories under 
English common law, which the 
scrutinized as they carved out the 
conduct that would justify removal 
of U.S. offi  cers from elected and 
appointed positions. Off enses 
included abuse of power, usurpa-
tion, subversion of the Constitu-
tion, corruption and maladminis-
tration, each of which had a direct 
bearing on the conduct of judges.

Delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention, we should recall, 
were deeply committed to “judicial 
independence,” without which, 
the goal of fair and impartial 
trials would be unattainable, not 
to mention maintenance of the 
rule of law, the pillar of American 
Constitutionalism. Accordingly, 
the framers provided in Article 
III, that judges would serve during 

“good behavior.” Critically, their 
salaries could not be diminished 
during their tenure on the bench. 
These invaluable protections re-
fl ected the founders’ understand-
ing of the threats posed to English 
judges who dared to challenge the 
King’s preferences. Indeed, until 
Parliament passed the 1701 Act of 
Settlement, judges were subject to 
removal by the monarch, without 
reason, merit or cause. Few judges 
were willing to risk their careers 
and livelihood, which meant that 
the King was the ultimate inter-
preter of the laws of the realm and 
dispenser of justice.

The framers’ commitment to ju-
dicial independence, however, did 
not mean that judges were beyond 
accountability. As James Madison 
explained in Federalist No. 51, 
governmental accountability was 
the sheet anchor of the republic. 
Judges were not immune from 
scrutiny of their conduct. “Good 
behavior”—the Article III stan-
dard for judges—was folded into 
the categories of impeachment, 
which meant that a Supreme 
Court Justice could face the rigors 

of an impeachment hearing and a 
Senate trial for removal from the 
High Bench for the commission of 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 
That category was brought center 
stage in 1805 in the impeach-
ment of Justice Samuel Chase, 
the only Justice in our nation’s 
history brought before the bar of 
impeachment.

Justice Chase was impeached by 
the House and saved by the thin-
nest of margins—one vote shy of 
the two-thirds requirement--from 
being removed by the Senate in a 
trial that featured another pitched 
battle between the Federalists and 
the Jeff ersonians. The Federal-
ists—the party of Washington, 
Hamilton and Adams—dominated 
the American political landscape 
in the fi rst decade following the 
adoption of the Constitution, until 
Thomas Jeff erson defeated John 
Adams in the Election of 1800, 
which constituted a peaceful 
revolution of sorts as voters swept 
the Federalists from power and 
handed the baton to the Jeff erso-
nians.

One of the principal explana-

tions for the Federalists’ demise 
was the passage of the infamous 
Alien and Seditions Act of 1798, 
which provided the basis for 
convicting dissidents, including 
newspaper editors, who criticized 
certain governmental offi  cials, 
including President Adams, in a 
way that caused their reputations 
to plummet. 

One of those dissidents who 
was arrested and indicted by a 
grand jury was James Callender, 
who published various pamphlets 
critical of the administrations of 
Washington and Adams. After the 
election of Jeff erson, Callendar ex-
pected a political appointment in 
Jeff erson’s administration. When 
he did not receive an appointment, 
Callendar turned on Jeff erson, a 
former ally, and accused him of 
fathering the children of his slave, 
Sally Hemmings.

In a sensational trial, in which 
Justice Chase, riding circuit, pre-
sided, Callendar was convicted in 
crimes of libel and slander against 
Adams.  Chase’s conduct of the 
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Father Christy Pathiala

Bowbells, N.D.
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Methodist
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Ward Bishop Jay Jackson 
916-838-5728

Ward Bishop’s Offi  ce Phone 
701-628-5507
Offi  ce Hours: 

Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Sundays 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
608 1st St. N, New Town 

Branch President Terry Jones 
701-627-3397 or 307-272-1915

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
11:00 a.m. Primary/Nursery 
(1st/3rd Sunday) 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
(2nd/4th Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Priesthood/
Relief Society Young Men/
Young Women 

Powers Lake 
Lutheran Parish

Pastor Pauline Crowder
Powers Lake & Battleview

Wednesday, April 19
12:15 p.m. Holy Cross Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confi rmation
6:00 p.m. WELCA Mtg.
6:30 p.m. Luther League

Thursday, April 20
2:00 p.m. Bethel WELCA

Sunday, April 23
9:30 a.m. Holy Cross Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:30 a.m. Bethel Worship

Wednesday, April 26
12:15 p.m. Holy Cross Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confi rmation
6:30 p.m. Luther League

Continued on Page 10

This Space
ONLY 

$6.00/WEEK
Call

377-2626

Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor Janet Gwin

Lignite, N.D.
Sunday, April 23

9:00 a.m. Worship at
Trinity Lutheran-Columbus

Monday, April 24
9:00 a.m. Quilting

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Janet Gwin

Columbus, N.D.
Sunday, April 23

9:00 a.m. Worship
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United as One
Lutheran Parish

Pastor Pauline Crowder
701-399-9472

pastorcrowder@gmail.com
Lay Minister, Jean Quigley

Holy Cross Lutheran 
of Powers Lake

Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
& Coffee Hour

Wednesday activities: 
10:00 a.m. Quilting
12:15 p.m. Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Luther League 

Bethel Lutheran of Battleview
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Elmdale Lutheran of Niobe

1st & 3rd Sundays
9:30 am. Worship 
with Lunch Following

Trinity Lutheran 
of rural Kenmare
2nd & 4th Sundays

9:30 a.m. Worship 
with lunch following

Legacy Financial Partners 
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC  

JODY OLNEY  

CFP®, CPA, MBA, APMA®, CRPC®  
Financial Advisor 
jody.olney@ampf.com 
 

125 Buckskin Ave., Ste 200 - Bismarck, ND 58503 
701.258.9735  |  planwithLFP.com 

Joel Bird 
CFP®, BFA™, CRPC®, APMA®, CLTC®   

Private Wealth Advisor, CEO 
joel.l.bird@ampf.com 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.  

101 Railroad Ave. 
Powers Lake, ND

701-464-7666
email: hyggehotel

1909@outlook.com

Hotel & Coffee Shop
         Cafe Service for
         Hotel Guests and
        Reservation Only

            dining or hotel reservations 
         call 701-641-1620

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-Day Saints
326 Prairie Drive, Stanley 

Ward Bishop Jay Jackson 
916-838-5728

Office: 701-628-5507 
Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Sundays 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
608 1st St. N, New Town 

Branch President Terry Jones 
701-627-3397 or 307-272-1915

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
11:00 a.m. Primary/Nursery 
(1st/3rd Sunday) 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
(2nd/4th Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Priesthood/
Relief Society Young Men/
Young Women 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Bowbells, N.D. 

Wednesday, Jan. 21
2:00 p.m. WELCA Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Confirmation

Sunday, Jan. 25
9:00 a.m. Worship 
Children’s Church
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

Monday, Jan. 26
1:00 p.m. Quilting

Wednesday, Jan. 28
7:00 p.m. Confirmation/Parent

Lutheran

Thompson 
Larson 

Funeral Home
21 3rd Ave SW

Minot

(701)852-3446

Lake Assembly
Jerry & Denise Dvorscak

Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, Jan. 25

10:30 a.m. Regular Service 
& FaceBook Live

Assembly of God

WCAG Church
Kris Faul, Pastor
Kenmare, N.D.

Sunday - 9:00 a.m. Prayer 
9:45 a.m. Donuts & Coffee
10:15 a.m. Worship Service

Every other Monday - 10:00 a.m. 
Lean on Me Play Group 

Tuesday -9:30 a.m. 
Ladies BELLS Group

Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Romans Bible Study

Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
Fruit of the Spirit Study

Friday  
7:00 a.m. Men’s Coffee
8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Columbus, N.D.

Sunday, Jan. 25
11:00 a.m. Worship

Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Lignite, N.D.

Sunday, Jan. 25
11:00 a.m. TV Worship

Tuesday, Jan. 27
9:00 a.m. Quilting

Bowbells Crop
Insurance
Focused on ag.

Focused on you.
115 Main St. NE • 377-3703

AgCountry.com

Catholic

St. James Catholic Church
Powers Lake, N.D.
Fr. Corey Nelson

Recorded Message 464-5012
Odd Months:

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Mass
Even Months:

Saturday - 7:00 p.m. Mass

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

Rev. Gregory Crane
Portal, N.D.

Sunday, Jan. 25
No Mass

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
Rev. Gregory Crane

Noonan, N.D.
Saturday, Jan. 24

5:00 p.m. Mass

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Father Daniel J. Berg

Bowbells, N.D.
Thursday, Jan. 22

5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, Jan. 25

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Mass

Tuesday, Jan. 27
5:00 p.m. Adoration & Mass

McGregor-White Earth
Lutheran Parish

Milo Mell, SAM/Intern Pastor
Sunday, Jan. 25

9:00 a.m. Zion Worship
10:00 a.m. Zion Sunday School
11:00 a.m. First Worship
followed by Annual Meeting

• Excavating/Dirt Work
• Water/Sewer Lines
• Septic Systems
• Foundations
• Demolition
• Culverts
• Manure Spreading

We service all of Northwest North Dakota

Kenmare/Lignite, ND
701-705-0151

www.nextlevelnd.com

Northern Combine
& Ag Repair LLC

Dylan Essen - Lignite ND

701-318-2114
• field service
• inspections

Methodist
United Methodist Church

Pastor Mark Turner
Bowbells, N.D.

Sunday, Jan. 25
10:00 a.m. Worship

Baptist
Bethel Baptist Church
Chuck Kranz, Pastor

Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, Jan. 25

9:00 a.m. Prayer 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Continued on Page 8

“Localy Owned & Operated
 for Over 20 Years”

Faith Lutheran Church
Columbus, N.D.

Sunday, Jan. 25
2:30 p.m. Annual Meeting
4:00 p.m. Worship Service
with Ed Holland
5:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner

24/7 Emergency  
Dispatch  

SERVPRO® of Minot 
  

(701) 852-7378  
 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

24/7 Emergency  
Dispatch  

SERVPRO® of Minot 
  

(701) 852-7378  
 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

24/7 Emergency Dispatch

24/7 Emergency  
Dispatch  

SERVPRO® of Minot 
  

(701) 852-7378  
 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

(701) 852-7378
Email: Office@servprominot.com
Website: www.servprominot.com

equal opportunity provider

701-818-1490 or 701-609-6467
KENMARE

Five Fulltime Mechanics including AG Mechanic

• Auto Repairs  • Complete Semi Repairs & Overhauls
• Small Engines  • Motorcycles  • Snowmobiles 

• AG Repairs  • Scan Tool  • Oil Change  • Tire Service  • Alignment 
• Transmission Flush • Coolant Flush • A/C Service • AC Delco Batteries 

• On-Site Service  • Towing/ Transport  • Programming of Vehicle Keys

• DPF Deletes

Dakota Datebook
Niels E. Hansen

by SARAH WALKER
ON THIS DATE January 19, 

2026 –  Niels E. Hansen was 
born in Denmark in 1866 and 
grew up in South Dakota. He 
became a plant scientist and 
worked at South Dakota State 
University in Brookings.

Around 1897, he began to 
travel, searching for hardy 
plants that might do well in 
South Dakota. He brought 
back many varieties, includ-
ing smooth brome grass and 
crested wheat grass. In 1906, 
“The Citizen,” a Utah publica-
tion, reported:

“After twice risking his life 
and once nearly losing it in the 
interest of agricultural science, 
Professor N.E. Hansen....has 
found in northern Siberia an 
alfalfa suited to the arid lands 
of the northwest, where the 
winters are extremely cold. He 

has informed Secretary Wilson 
that he has been successful and 
is on his way back with seed.”

This expedition had been en-
couraged through the depart-
ment of agriculture, which was 
“engaged for a number of years 
in encouraging the growth of 
alfalfa in various parts of the 
United States.” Because of 
differences in soil and climate, 
they had trouble “procuring 
a variety suited to all condi-
tions.”

Hansen found that the 
Siberian alfalfa was able to 
withstand deeply cold tem-
peratures, making it likely to 
survive in his home town, in 
what he called, “My American 
Siberia.”

In 2011, scientists at South 
Dakota State University were 
studying the yellow-flowered 
alfalfa, trying to determine 
if they could use it to boost 
the nutrition in local crested 
wheatgrass pastures, raising 

“the nutrition available to live-
stock.” And 100 years before, 
on this date in 1911, some of 
that alfalfa seed was on its way 
to North Dakota.

 North Dakota Congress-
man Louis Hanna, a member 
of the agricultural committee, 
had earlier sought some of the 
seed, but his attempts were 
fruitless, due to a shortage in 
supply. This time, however, 
he succeeded in getting “nine 
small packages of the so-called 
Hanson Siberian alfalfa seed.” 
It would be grown and tested 
here, in our winter wonder-
land – even farther north than 
Hansen’s “American Siberia.”

The Beekkeepers
by CAROLE BUTCHER

ON THIS DATE January 20, 
2026 –  According to environ-
mentalist Elizabeth Grossman, 
one out of every three bites of 
food eaten worldwide depends 
on pollinators. Pollinators are 

crucial for a successful harvest. 
Perhaps the most important of 
these is the honey bee.

 Unfortunately, the world is 
facing a puzzling decrease in 
the bee population. Beekeep-
ers in the United States and 
Europe have reported annual 
hive losses of thirty percent 
and higher. During the winter 
of 2012-1013, some beekeepers 
reported losses of fifty percent. 
The problem seems to have hit 
feral as well as domesticated 
bees. Wild colonies are now 
very difficult to find.

 North Dakota has long been 
a honey producing state. On 
this date in 1925, the North 
Dakota Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion gathered for their monthly 
meeting. The organization was 
formed to promote the con-
sumption of honey and help 
beekeepers solve problems. 
The Association was asking for 
$1,000 from the state. That 
money would be used to in-

spect hives in an effort to con-
trol disease. It was noted that 
beekeepers in Wyoming were 
asking their state for $10,000 
and in Wisconsin the amount 
was $13,500. The Association 
felt that the request for $1,000 
was quite modest. Since two 
members of the legislature 
were beekeepers themselves, 
the Association had great 
hopes that the amount would 
be approved. Their hopes were 
well-founded, and they re-
ceived the requested funds.

 The spread of disease among 
bees was a topic at subsequent 
meetings. A law was passed in 
1923 to prevent the introduc-
tion of diseased bees into the 
state. The Association felt the 
law had been a great benefit. 
The Association also noted that 
North Dakota Agricultural Col-
lege (now NDSU) would offer 
two days of instruction devoted 
to beekeeping. Members ap-
preciated the school’s support 

and research.
 When people think of agri-

culture in North Dakota, they 
generally think of beef or vari-
ous crops. But honey continues 
as an important product for the 
state. Today, North Dakota is 
the number-one honey produc-
ing state in the nation. In 2012, 
North Dakota bees produced 
over 34 million pounds of 
honey. This was worth an esti-
mated $64 million.

 The North Dakota Beekeep-
ers’ Association continues to be 
active. The Association rep-
resents beekeepers, educates 
members, and provides funds 
for research. North Dakota 
State University also continues 
research into the cause of the 
decrease in the bee population. 
North Dakota promises to re-
main a honey producing state 
well into the future.
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United as One
Lutheran Parish

Pastor Pauline Crowder
701-399-9472

pastorcrowder@gmail.com
Lay Minister, Jean Quigley

Holy Cross Lutheran 
of Powers Lake

Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
& Coffee Hour

Wednesday activities: 
10:00 a.m. Quilting
12:15 p.m. Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Luther League 

Bethel Lutheran of Battleview
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Elmdale Lutheran of Niobe

1st & 3rd Sundays
9:30 am. Worship 
with Lunch Following

Trinity Lutheran 
of rural Kenmare
2nd & 4th Sundays

9:30 a.m. Worship 
with lunch following

Legacy Financial Partners 
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC  

JODY OLNEY  

CFP®, CPA, MBA, APMA®, CRPC®  
Financial Advisor 
jody.olney@ampf.com 
 

125 Buckskin Ave., Ste 200 - Bismarck, ND 58503 
701.258.9735  |  planwithLFP.com 

Joel Bird 
CFP®, BFA™, CRPC®, APMA®, CLTC®   

Private Wealth Advisor, CEO 
joel.l.bird@ampf.com 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.  

101 Railroad Ave. 
Powers Lake, ND

701-464-7666
email: hyggehotel

1909@outlook.com

Hotel & Coffee Shop
         Cafe Service for
         Hotel Guests and
        Reservation Only

            dining or hotel reservations 
         call 701-641-1620

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-Day Saints
326 Prairie Drive, Stanley 

Ward Bishop Jay Jackson 
916-838-5728

Office: 701-628-5507 
Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Sundays 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
608 1st St. N, New Town 

Branch President Terry Jones 
701-627-3397 or 307-272-1915

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
11:00 a.m. Primary/Nursery 
(1st/3rd Sunday) 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
(2nd/4th Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Priesthood/
Relief Society Young Men/
Young Women 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Bowbells, N.D. 

Wednesday, March 11
6:00 p.m. Lasagna Supper
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. Worship
Children’s Church 
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

Monday, March 16
1:00 p.m. Quilting

Wednesday, March 18
2:00 p.m. WELCA Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship

Lutheran

Thompson 
Larson 

Funeral Home
21 3rd Ave SW

Minot

(701)852-3446

Lake Assembly
Jerry & Denise Dvorscak

Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, March 15

10:30 a.m. Regular Service 
& FaceBook Live

Assembly of God

WCAG Church
Kris Faul, Pastor
Kenmare, N.D.

Sunday - 9:00 a.m. Prayer 
9:45 a.m. Donuts & Coffee
10:15 a.m. Worship Service

Every other Monday - 10:00 a.m. 
Lean on Me Play Group 

Tuesday -9:30 a.m. 
Ladies BELLS Group

Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Romans Bible Study

Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
Fruit of the Spirit Study

Friday  
7:00 a.m. Men’s Coffee
8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Columbus, N.D.

Sunday, March 15
No Worship

Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Lignite, N.D.

Wednesday, March 11
7:00 p.m. Joint Lenten Service

Sunday, March 15
11:00 a.m. Worship
Baptism & Bible Presentation

Tuesday, March 17
9:00 a.m. Quilting

Wednesday, March 18
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper
at Bethlehem-Bowbells
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship
at Bethlehem-Bowbells

Catholic

St. James Catholic Church
Powers Lake, N.D.
Fr. Corey Nelson

Recorded Message 464-5012
Odd Months:

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Mass
Even Months:

Saturday - 7:00 p.m. Mass

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

Rev. Gregory Crane
Portal, N.D.

Sunday, March 15
11:30 a.m. Mass

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
Rev. Gregory Crane

Noonan, N.D.
Saturday, March 14

7:00 p.m. Mass

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Father Daniel J. Berg

Bowbells, N.D.
Wednesday, March 11

6:00 p.m. Lasagna Dinner
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Sunday, March 15
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Mass

Tuesday, March 17
5:00 p.m. Adoration & Mass

McGregor-White Earth
Lutheran Parish

Milo Mell, SAM/Intern Pastor
Wednesday, March 11

4:00 p.m. Confirmation in Tioga
6:00 p.m. Zion & First Supper
7:00 p.m. Zion & First 
Lenten Service

Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. First Worship
11:00 a.m. Zion Worship

Wednesday, March 18
4:00 p.m. Confirmation in Tioga
6:00 p.m. Zion & First Supper
7:00 p.m. Zion & First 
Lenten Service

• Excavating/Dirt Work
• Water/Sewer Lines
• Septic Systems
• Foundations
• Demolition
• Culverts
• Manure Spreading

We service all of Northwest North Dakota

Kenmare/Lignite, ND
701-705-0151

www.nextlevelnd.com

Northern Combine
& Ag Repair LLC

Dylan Essen - Lignite ND

701-318-2114
• field service
• inspections

Methodist
United Methodist Church

Pastor Mark Turner
Bowbells, N.D.

Sunday, March 15
9:00 a.m. Worship

Baptist
Bethel Baptist Church
Chuck Kranz, Pastor

Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, March 15

9:00 a.m. Prayer 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

“Localy Owned & Operated
 for Over 20 Years”

Faith Lutheran Church
Columbus, N.D.

Sunday, March 15
4:00 p.m. Communion Service
with Pastor Kevin Beard
5:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner
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SERVPRO® of Minot 
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 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 
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Dispatch  
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Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

(701) 852-7378
Email: Office@servprominot.com
Website: www.servprominot.com

701-818-1490 or 701-609-6467
KENMARE

Five Fulltime Mechanics including AG Mechanic

• Auto Repairs  • Complete Semi Repairs & Overhauls
• DPF Deletes  • Small Engines  • Motorcycles  • Snowmobiles 
• AG Repairs  • Scan Tool  • Oil Change  • Tire Service  • Alignment 

• Transmission Flush • Coolant Flush • A/C Service • AC Delco Batteries 
• On-Site Service  • Towing/ Transport  • Key Programming • Exhausts

equal opportunity provider

Dakota Datebook
Drought & Depression

by CAROLE BUTCHER
ON THIS DATE:  March 9, 

2026 – The entire economic 
system of the United States 
began to break down follow-
ing the Stock Market Crash of 
1929. Unemployment swept 
across the nation, and North 
Dakota suffered even more 
than most of the country be-
cause of a devastating drought. 
Production was down and so 
were prices. 

In 1933, the per capita per-
sonal income in the United 
States was $375. But in North 
Dakota, it was only $145. 
Thousands lost their farms. 
There was a mass migration 
out of the state. Over one third 
of the remaining population 
lived on relief.

 North Dakotans were not 
united in how the government 
should respond to the crisis. 

They tended to be extremely 
independent. Farmers did not 
want the government to tell 
them to change their farming 
methods, and the residents 
in general were reluctant to 
live on charity handed out by 
Washington, considering it 
a loss of independence and 
freedom. 

In spite of efforts by a Demo-
cratic Administration to get the 
country back on its feet, North 
Dakotans remained staunchly 
Republican.

 Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
elected in 1932 and inaugu-
rated on March 4, 1933. More 
than 13 million Americans 
were out of work. There was 
no time to lose. He had to act, 
and he had to act fast. On this 
date in 1933, the Emergency 
Banking Act was introduced 
in a special joint session of 
Congress. The sense of crisis 
was so great that there was 
only one written copy of the 

Act available, and it was read 
aloud before Congress. It 
passed that evening. Roosevelt 
immediately signed it into law. 
The Act expanded the powers 
of the President to respond to 
a banking crisis, allowing him 
to regulate virtually all banking 
functions.

 Roosevelt told Americans 
that “It is safer to keep your 
money in a reopened bank 
than under the mattress.” 
His immediate action had 
the desired effect. Within two 
weeks, Americans deposited 
more than half the funds they 
had withdrawn from banks. 
The Stock Market began a slow 
recovery.

 The Great Depression was 
by no means over. North 
Dakotans continued to suffer. 
People drifted off the farms 
into towns, where they were no 
better off. Governor Langer be-
lieved it was crucial to increase 
farm prices to save the state. 
He declared a moratorium on 

farm foreclosures. With mea-
sures instituted by both Wash-
ington and Bismarck, North 
Dakota slowly emerged from 
the Great Depression.

Town Criers
by SARAH WALKER

ON THIS DATE:March 12, 
2026 – It’s a “flock” of geese 
and a “murder” of crows, but 
what do you call a large group 
of town criers? On this date in 
1929, the Park Hotel in Kill-
deer was full of them!

 They had gathered in Kill-
deer for their regular Town 
Criers meeting. The Killdeer 
Herald reported that it “was 
a capacity affair. Thirty-five 
persons were recorded in at-
tendance.”

 The town criers enjoyed a 
meal, after which the chairman 
called the meeting to order. 
Part of the order of business 
was to discuss what they had 
accomplished. The newspaper 

reported, “As the last word, 
Haakon Weydahl, in his usual 
vivid way, portrayed their 
activities in military parlance, 
which took in every maneuver 
from the breakfast bugle of the 
morning after to the zero hour 
of the night before. As a climax, 
he decorated them with a 
specially prepared ribbon from 
each of which was suspended a 
five dollar gold piece.”

 After the business of the 
meeting was over, the town cri-
ers went to the Odd Fellow Hall 
in the Killdeer Hotel building, 
where they played whist, sang, 
and enjoyed themselves. Their 
number increased as people 
around town, including “many 
who were weather-bound in 
town overnight”—at least that 
was their excuse.

 The newspaper stated, 
“Somewhere, long ago, a sad-
faced poet who never ‘convived’ 
with his friends and acquain-
tances uttered the following: 

‘Backward, turn backward, O 
time in thy flight, and make me 
a child again just for tonight.’ 
That gem of thought confessing 
the accumulated stagnation of 
years gone by and expressing 
a yearning for things that were 
forever gone, would have never 
graced the crown of literature 
if the discouraged old poet had 
ever attended a party with the 
Killdeer town Criers.”

 There are official town crier 
positions in some cities today, 
though none in North Dakota. 
Still, one can imagine the echo 
of the group of men, cheering 
each other, and perhaps even 
exclaiming out loud, “Hear ye, 
Hear ye!”

“Dakota Datebook” is a radio 
series from Prairie Public in 
partnership with the State 
Historical Society of North 
Dakota and with funding from 
the North Dakota Humanities 
Council. 

Bowbells Crop
Insurance
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Focused on you.
115 Main St. NE • 377-3703

AgCountry.com


