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Billings County EMS honored

Koehler and Michels earn top state awards for leadership and service
DICAL SERVICES

By Gaylon Wm. Parker

bcpnews@gspublishing.net

Each year, the North
Dakota EMS Associa-
tion recognizes those
individuals who have
made significant con-
tributions to the pro-
vision, development
and improvement of
local, regional and state
pre-hospital care. At
their 50th annual con-
ference on April 10 in
Bismarck, two members
of the Billings County
Ambulance Service re-
ceived special awards.

Amber Koehler re-
ceives Bradley J. Bur-
gum Leadership Award

Amber Koehler
was been selected as
the recipient of the
North Dakota EMS
Association’s Bradley
J. Burgum Leadership
Award, recognizing an
EMS professional who
exemplifies integrity,
humility, lifelong learn-
ing, fairness, empathy,
adaptability, and an un-
wavering commitment
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2026
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF
AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn
statement exhibiting its condition and business
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this
office a duly certified copy of its charter with
certificate of organization in compliance with
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD,
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said
laws, do hereby certify that the above named
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its
appropriated business of authorized insurance
in the state according to the laws thereof, until
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

Published 4/30, 5/7, & 5/14, 2026

to excellent patient care
- qualities demonstrated
by Brad Burgum during
more than 30 years of
service as an EMT.

Nominated by Krys-
tal Thorndike, Koehler
is an Advanced EMT
with 12 years of ser-
vice who is known for
consistently compas-
sionate, detail-oriented
care and steady clinical
judgment. Colleagues
describe her as highly
organized and self-mo-
tivated - someone who
takes initiative, sup-
ports team readiness,
and quietly mentors
newer providers with
patience and profes-
sionalism.

Koehler’s service
is deeply rooted in her
community. Before
joining full-time, she
volunteered for years
and continues an EMS
legacy reflected in her

Amber Koehler and Kyle Michels

family’s long-standing
commitment to helping
others. She is recog-
nized for follow-up care
that extends beyond
the call - checking in

on patients, supporting
recovery, and staying
engaged through com-
munity boards, commit-
tees, and events.

Kyle Michels re-
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ReGISTERED BLACK ANGUS

YEARLING & 2 YEAR OLD BuLLs
For Sale Private Treaty

Performance & Fertility Tested - Delivery Available
Good Selection of Heifer & Cow Bulls
Replacement Heifers Available

Trangmoe Angus Ranch - Glendive, MT

Call 907-232-6093 or
406-687-3315 or 406-989-3315
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may apply. © 2026 Verizon Wireless.
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We can help you
save with Lifeline.

Verizon Wireless participates in the Lifeline program, which is a government
assistance program that offers qualified, low-income customers a discount on
their monthly wireless service. Only eligible customers may enroll in the program.

You may be eligible for a Lifeline discount if you currently participate in

a qualifying public assistance program or otherwise satisfy the federal income
requirements. The Lifeline discount is limited to a single line of service per
household. Eligible customers may apply the Lifeline discount to either one
landline or one wireless number, but you cannot have the discount on both
services. Other service providers may use terms other than “Lifeline” to describe
the Lifeline discount. The Lifeline service may not be transferred to any other
individual. Applicants may be required to present documentation of household
income or participation in qualifying programs. Consumers who willfully make
false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by fine or
imprisonment, or may be barred from the program.

To apply for Lifeline service, you must use the National Verifier. To see if you
qualify, go to: lifelinesupport.org. You can also print and mail a copy of the
application. Once you have applied and been approved, call us at 800-417-3849.
Lifeline is only available in limited areas in lowa, New York, North Dakota and
Wisconsin where Verizon Wireless has been designated to offer these programs.

Toll included. We use your service address for each wireless service line to determine how we bill taxes, other governmental charges, and Verizon surcharges
(which are Verizon's charges, nottaxes). As of January 1, 2026, these charges can add between 15% and 48% to your standard monthly access and other charges,
and may include a Regulatory Charge ($0.21 per voice line) and Administrative and Telco Recovery Charge ($3.78 per voice line). Taxes, other governmental
charges, and Verizon surcharges are subject to change. For more details on these charges, call 1-888-684-1888. Offer not available in all areas. Other restrictions
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ceives first-ever ND
EMS Association’s
Presidential Award

This award is given
to an individual select-
ed by the Association
President for outstand-
ing leadership and
dedication to the future
advancement of EMS
and the ND EMS Asso-
ciation.

President Cheryl
Flick described Michels
as hardworking, moti-
vated, and elevating. He
strives for excellence,
pushing those around
him to achieve more.
He reminds leadership
to take things “one
step at a time” and
that “change is for the
better.” Whether he is
attending task force
sessions, think tank
meetings, or creating
top-of-the-line social
media posts, Michels
is constantly pushing
EMS into the future. His
drive and knowledge
make him deserving
of this award, but his
effort and commitment
truly make a difference.

About North Dakota
EMS Association:

Formed in 1976 and
today 1,900 members
strong, the North Dako-
ta Emergency Medical
Services Association
(NDEMSA) is an as-
sociation dedicated to
representing our EMS
providers, providing
educational services,
advocacy, and access
to valuable resources.
NDEMSA is a leading
resource for pre-hospi-
tal emergency medical
service providers in
North Dakota. The
Association provides an
awards program, men-
tal health and wellness
programs, a leadership
academy for service
leaders, and a voice
on EMS legislation.
NDEMSA has one of the
longest-running EMS
conferences at 50 years.
Education remains a
priority, providing 160
hours annually to over
1,000 attendees.

DID YOU
KNOW...

94% of North
Dakotans say
local
newspapers
are the most
trusted source
for news and
Public
Notices!

SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT

Belfield High
School

Name: Rubi Johnson

Family: Kwirt, Amanda,
Sutton, Molli

Do you have any nick-
names? No

What is your favorite
class? Math
Favorite social media
app? TikTok

What is your favorite TV
show? Criminal Minds

Who is your favorite
musician? Gregory Alan
Isakov

Favorite food? Chicken
strips

Least favorite school
lunch? Chili

How do you stay in-

formed on current
events? TikTok
Least favorite chore

to help with at home?
Vacuuming

What is your favor-
ite  holiday? Why?
Thanksgiving,  because

it's fall and I get to see my
family

What are your plans af-
ter high school? College
rodeo and study to be a
nurse practitioner

What do you do in your
spare time? Rodeo, bake
and play basketball

Do you have any pet
peeves? Burping, being
late

Who is your role model
and why? My parents, be-
cause they always support
me and drive me every-
where

If you could choose a su-
per power, what would it
be and why? Telekinesis,
so | could control things

If you could meet one
person from history,
who would it be? George
Washington

What would you do if
you won the lottery?
Travel everywhere

What is your dream job?
To own my own bakery
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