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North Dakota Department of 
Commerce opens additional 
funding round for Destination 
Development Grants
The North Dakota Department of 
Commerce announced the opening 
of an additional funding round for 
the Destination Development Grant 
(DDG) program, making $4 million 
available to advance tourism projects 
across the state. 

The funds, originally allocated to ND 
Country Fest for venue expansion in 
New Salem, have been reallocated 
after the applicant chose not to pro-
ceed with the project. 

Applications are now open and will 
be accepted through 5 p.m. CST on 
March 10. All submissions must be 
completed online; email or mail sub-
missions will not be accepted. 

The DDG program supports the 
development or expansion of 
attractions that attract new visitors 
to North Dakota which strengthens 
North Dakota’s economy. These new 
experiences and amenities also en-
hance the quality of life for residents. 
Eligible applicants include for-profi t 
businesses, nonprofi t organizations, 
and tourism-related entities. State 
and federal government entities and 
previous DDG recipients from the 
2023-25 or 2025-27 rounds are 
not eligible. Previous non-awarded 
applicants are encouraged to reapply 

using a streamlined application de-
signed for ease and effi ciency. 

Matching requirements: 

• 1-to-1 match required (cash or 
in-kind contributions) 

• Cash match reimbursement: 
50% of approved invoices after 
verifi cation under the grant 
agreement 

In-kind contributions may in-
clude:  

• Documented value of donated 
land or facilities 

• Materials and equipment 
• Eligible in-house labor (excluding 

administrative or programmatic 
costs) 

Competitive proposals will demon-
strate how projects will attract new 
visitors to North Dakota, align with 
the state’s identity, include realis-
tic timelines for completion within 
the 2025-27 biennium and deliver 
long-term community impact. Grant 
awards will be announced on April 
30.

For more information and to apply, 
visit https://ndgov.link/Destination-
Development.
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 investigations because it is more 
effi cient, Darcy said, but he is 
hoping they move more quickly 
on Cool’s case as well as others 
he’s recently come across. 

It may be easier to process 
the case since the deceased 
were buried individually, and 
not as a group, he said. 

“I would really like to go forward 
with this,” Peterson said. “And 
give him a proper burial.” 

Back in Newburg, an empty gravesite 
at Dovre Lutheran Cemetery with 
Orlan’s name on the stone lies near 
the graves of his father and mother. 

A total of 203 seamen perished 
in the wrecks of the Pollux and 
Truxton, while 186 survived. 

The last known survivor of the Pollux, 
Lanier Phillips, died in 2012. 

Phillips, the grandson of slaves, 
served as a mess attendant 

on the ship due to segregation 
policies in the Navy at the time. 
Years after the war he became a 
civil rights activist, joining Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s 1965 march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. 

Darcy maintains a database of over 
17,000 MIAs from WWII; 340 of 
those are from North Dakota. He’s 
currently attempting to identify 
another 10 from North Dakota 
who went missing in action during 
the war, and hopes relatives step 
forward if they recognize names. 

Once they do, they can request 
a DNA kit from the DPAA to start 
the process of identifi cation 
and potentially get the remains 
returned to North Dakota, though 
procedures can take several years.

One such case is U.S. Army 
Air Forces Staff Sgt. Irvin C. 
Ellingson, of Dahlen, North Dakota, 
whose remains were formally 
accounted for in June of 2025. 

Ellingson was shot down over 
Japan in April 1945 and taken as a 
prisoner to the Tokyo Military Prison, 
where he died in a catastrophic 
fi re the following month. The fi re 
killed over 100 American POWs. 

Remains of nearly three dozen 
of those POWs were examined in 
2022, with Ellingson positively 
identifi ed in that batch. 

Ellingson will be buried in 
Dahlen on June 20, 2026.

The 10 from North Dakota Darcy 
is investigating include: Carrol L. 
Carlson of Bismarck, lost during 
the Palau campaign in the South 
Pacifi c; Normand J. Montplaisir 
of Horace, Melvin L. Nicholson of 
Bowesmont, and Arnt G. Odegaard 
of Tioga, all lost during kamikaze 
strikes in Okinawa; John T. Opsvig of 
Ward County, stationed in Sichuan 
but lost during China operations 
near present day Wuhan; Carrol 
N. Osterdahl of Ransom County, 
lost during operations in Malaysia; 
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Arnold A. Pfaff of Sheridan County, 
lost in Ottre, Belgium; Aldrich 
A. Seeley of Cavalier County, 
lost at Neuenkirchen, Germany; 
Eldred W. Stafney of Burleigh 
County, lost at Haiphong, Vietnam 
(French Indochina at the time); 
and George A. Swenson of Ward 
County, lost off of Chieuti on the 
east coast of mainland Italy. 

Families can contact Darcy at: 
teddarcy@yahoo.com or through 
the website at: http://wfi rg.com/ 

Sagsveen said the list 
itself tells a story. 

WW II DEAD & MISSING

“Young men from every corner of 
North Dakota were deployed to serve 
and die in every corner of the globe,” 
Sagsveen said. “The ranks indicate 
they were junior commissioned and 
noncommissioned offi cers, likely 
leading small units into battle.”  

The North Dakota News Cooperative 
is a non-profi t news organization 
providing reliable and independent 
reporting on issues and events 
that impact the lives of North 
Dakotans. The organization 
increases the public’s access to 
quality journalism and advances 
news literacy across the state. For 
more information about NDNC or 
to make a charitable contribution, 
please visit newscoopnd.org.

North Dakota Republicans on the fence about 
state convention amid party’s shift to the right
Incumbent state offi cials gathering signatures to appear on ballot
By: Michael Achterling/North Dakota Monitor

Campaign season for North Dakota 
Republican incumbents has a 
different feel this year, with statewide 
offi ce holders collecting signatures 
to appear on the ballot rather than 
relying on a state party endorsement.

The shift comes two years after 
the party supported candidates 
for U.S. House and state school 
superintendent who lost in the 
primary, which some say illustrates 
a disconnect between the state 
party and Republican voters.

There have been no campaign 
press conferences from NDGOP 
headquarters this year, a departure 
from previous election cycles.

Statewide incumbents have 
been largely noncommittal about 
whether they plan to attend the 
state Republican convention 
as a more conservative faction 
has control over the party. 

“These districts are being taken 
over by the far right and they 
are pushing out anybody who 
disagrees with them,” said Rep. 
Mike Nathe, a Bismarck Republican 
who attempted to eliminate the 
state party endorsing process 
during the legislative session. 

The state party last summer 
narrowly elected newcomer 
Matthew Simon as chair in a nearly 
tied vote over Shane Goettle, a 
former national committeeman 
who previously worked for U.S. 
Sen. John Hoeven. At the same 
meeting, the state party passed 
a resolution expressing “extreme 
disappointment” toward Republican 
Gov. Kelly Armstrong for vetoing 
a library content bill. They also 
condemned property tax legislation 
that was popular with a majority 
of elected Republican leaders. 

Simon, who received support 
from the rising populist wing 
of the party, said he expects 
statewide candidates seeking the 
Republican Party endorsement 
to attend the state convention.

“This is their opportunity to get 
with, let’s be honest, the activists 
within the party,” Simon said in 
an interview. “It’s important to 
empower your base and get them 
really excited because these 
are the people that are going to 
show up and support you.”

In North Dakota, candidates can 
either submit a certifi cate of 
endorsement from a political party 
or gather signatures to appear 

Attorney General Drew Wrigley speaks during the NDGOP District 32 meeting on Feb. 
2, 2026, in Bismarck. Wrigley and other Republican state offi ce-holders said they are 

undecided about attending the state party convention and are collecting signatures 
to appear on the ballot. Photo by Kyle Martin/For the North Dakota Monitor

on the ballot. Republicans have 
traditionally sought the state 
party endorsement, though there 
have been some exceptions. 

Rep. Ben Koppelman, R-West Fargo, 
said the NDGOP state committee 
has been closely divided for a 
long time. But until recently, most 
candidates respected the party 
endorsement process, he said.

“If the alternative to the state 
convention is to go and convince 
independents and Democrats, and 
Republican-leaning people, that 
aren’t party members, to help you 
get over the top in the primary, then 
really, there is no Republican Party,” 
Koppelman said. “At that point, we 
should stop having a slot on the 
ballot because nobody respects 
the membership in the party.”

Kevin Cramer notably skipped the 
endorsing process in 2012 when 
he ran for U.S. House, opting to go 
straight to the June primary, where 
he defeated NDGOP-endorsed Brian 
Kalk. Doug Burgum also successfully 
ran in the June 2016 primary after 
the Republican Party endorsed 
Wayne Stenehjem for governor. 

This year, Attorney General Drew 
Wrigley, Agriculture Commissioner 
Doug Goehring, Secretary of State 
Michael Howe, Tax Commissioner 
Brian Kroshus and Public Service 
Commission member Sheri 
Haugen-Hoffart – all Republican 
incumbents seeking reelection – 
said they are gathering signatures.

For everyone but Howe, gathering 
signatures is a departure 
from how they handled their 
candidacy four years ago, the 
incumbents told the Monitor.

“It’s a little unpredictable, and 
I’m not one to leave things open 
to unpredictable,” Wrigley said of 
the state convention process. “To 

be clear, the Republican-endorsed 
candidate comes out of the primary.”

Wrigley has been attending district 
NDGOP meetings but said he hasn’t 
decided if he’ll attend the state 
convention next month in Minot.

When asked whether he planned 
to attend the state convention, 
Kroshus said step one is to 
attend district conventions.

“I’ve been making the rounds to the 
extent that a person can because 
you still have a job to do and that 
comes fi rst,” Kroshus said. “But, 
at the same time, you have to 
make your case to be reelected 
to continue doing the job.”

Howe said he gathered signatures 
in 2022 but ultimately didn’t submit 
them because he received the state 
party endorsement. All candidates 
collected signatures in 2020 when 
political conventions were canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bob Harms, a former chair of 
the North Dakota Republican 
Party, called it “troubling” to 
see the separation within the 
state party, especially among 
the party leadership. 

Harms said a lot of division is 
lingering from the 2024 state 
convention in Fargo where some 
delegates were nearly shut out from 
participating due to challenges to the 
district’s delegate selection process. 
Many also objected to the process 
for endorsing a U.S. House candidate 
in a fi ve-way race. Some delegates 
intentionally spoiled their ballots, 
preventing either Julie Fedorchak or 
Alex Balazs from receiving enough 
votes to be endorsed. Fedorchak 
withdrew during the drawn-out 
process, leaving Balazs as the 
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Electronic posting system 
for private land available
Landowners interested in posting 
private land electronically for 
the 2026-27 hunting season 
can log into “My Account” on the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department website: gf.nd.gov.

New this year, landowners have the 
option to electronically post their 
land from Aug. 1-July 31 (entire 
season); Aug. 1-Nov. 22 (through 
deer gun season); or only during 
deer gun season (Nov. 6-22).

Landowners who have a profi le on 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
mobile application have the 
option to communicate with 
hunters using their cellphone 
app. A link will be available for 
hunters to send a request to the 
individual posting the land.

The deadline to digitally post land 

is July 1, which enables Game and 
Fish to produce print material and 
digital content prior to hunting 
seasons that begin in August.

Landowners who enrolled land 
electronically last year can renew, 
add or modify posting designations 
during the enrollment period. 
Others posting for the fi rst time 
might need to create a profi le. To 
post land, proceed to the “Land 
Parcels/Electronic Posting” section 
at the bottom of the page and click 
“Search/Renew Land parcels.” 
The electronic posting system is 
linked to land descriptions based 
on county tax parcel information.

The Game and Fish website 
has complete instructions 
for landowners, along with 
frequently asked questions for 
both landowners and hunters.


