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FLICKERTAIL–
The application came 

after their first attempt at 
acquiring local permits was 
derailed by a last-minute 
concern that Eddy County’s 
ordinances don’t allow wind 
turbines on agricultural 
land.

To remedy this, Flicker-
tail proposed amending the 
ordinance to expressly state 
that construction of wind 
energy facilities is allowed 
within the “agricultural zon-
ing district” of the county.

Another option put for-
ward by zoning commis-
sioner Levi Rue would have 
instead amended the ordi-
nance to list “wind energy 
facilities” under the condi-
tionally permitted uses of 
agricultural land.

Rue told the Transcript 
on Monday that his pro-
posed amendment, mo-
tioned on December 29, was 
based on what he under-
stood Flickertail Wind to be 
putting forward.

The key difference be-
tween the two proposed 
amendments was that Rue’s 
would require wind energy 
projects to acquire both a 
conditional use permit and 
a siting permit, while Flick-
ertail’s would only require a 
siting permit.

W h i l e  m o s t  o f  t h e 
amendments proposed by 
Flickertail were relative-
ly minor “housekeeping” 
changes, this one was the 
source of some contention.

Both Rue and zoning 
commissioner Glenda Col-
lier had said they believe the 
December 29 amendment 
was the best path forward 
for Eddy County.

Thirteen individuals de-
livered testimony during 
the March 6 hearing, in-
cluding 10 who encouraged 
the commission to approve 
Flickertail’s amendment or 
otherwise expressed sup-
port for the project.

After everyone was giv-
en a chance to testify, the 
zoning commission went 
through each proposed 
amendment and read them 
aloud.

Most  were approved 
without objection, and when 
they finally got to Flicker-
tail’s amendment regarding 
agricultural districts, the 
zoning commission man-
aged to find a compromise.

Rue said he had concerns 
that some of the protections 
outlined as requirements 
for a conditional use permit 
were not listed under the 
requirements for a siting 
permit.

Mollie Smith, a lawyer 
appearing on behalf of Flick-
ertail Wind, suggested sim-
ply allowing those particular 
protections listed under a 
conditional use permit, to 
also apply to siting permits 
for a wind energy facility. 

This would avoid a com-
pany such as Flickertail 
Wind having to apply for 
two separate, largely dupli-
cative permits – while also 
retaining the protections 
Rue pointed out.

Rue said this compro-
mise was agreeable to him, 
and ultimately voted in favor 
of Flickertail’s amendment 
with the added protections.

The county will be post-
ing their  entire zoning 
ordinance with the new 
amendments to their web-
site, eddycountynd.org, this 
week. Any new language 
added by the amendments 
will be underlined, and the 
stricken language will be 
crossed out.

Notably, not voting on 
any of the wind-related 
amendments was commis-
sioner Glenda Collier. 

She said before the meet-
ing got underway that she’d 
be abstaining from certain 
votes after it was brought 
up at an earlier meeting that 
she has a conflict of interest 
with Flickertail Wind in her 
capacity as the manager of 
the Rockford Theatre.

Other zoning commis-
sioners, namely Stu Richter 
and Bob Hanson, also dis-
closed conflicts of interest 
at a meeting last year. 

However, Eddy County 
State’s Attorney Ashley Lies 

said all three were allowed 
to vote during the March 
6 hearing because Flicker-
tail Wind’s permit applica-
tion was withdrawn and no 
longer pending before the 
county. 

With Collier’s abstention, 
the motion to approve nu-
merous wind-related zoning 
amendments was carried 
unanimously, and a resolu-
tion officially adopting the 
amendments was carried 
during the county commis-
sion’s regular meeting on 
Tuesday, March 10.

After a weeks-long de-
lay in the permit process, 
the path now seems to be 
clear for Flickertail Wind to 
re-apply for the siting permit 
they’ll need if they want to 
make their project a reality.

“Flickertail is encour-
aged that Eddy County has 
taken steps to clarify and 
affirm its ordinance for wind 
energy development,” said 
Paul White, the CEO of PRC 
Wind, the developer behind 
the Flickertail Wind project. 

A statement from PRC 
Wind goes on to state, “The 
amendments, reviewed and 
approved on a line-by-line 
basis, maintain a single-per-
mit framework for wind 
energy development in the 
county. 

“... The adopted frame-
work ensures that wind 
energy facilities in Eddy 
County will be permitted 
through the siting process 
established in Article 10 of 
the county’s zoning ordi-
nance, avoiding the addition 
of a separate conditional use 
permit layer not required in 
neighboring jurisdictions.”

Meanwhile, Flickertail’s 
permits were also with-
drawn from the townships 
of New Rockford and Grand-
field over the same concern 
that derailed their permit to 
Eddy County.

When asked whether the 
same remedy would be pro-
posed for those townships, 
White said it’s still unclear 
whether they’ll amend their 
ordinances to allow wind 
energy.

“Grandfield and New 
Rockford Townships have 
previously stated that their 
wind energy ordinances 
do not allow wind devel-
opment on agricultural-
ly zoned property, which 
makes up nearly all of the 
land in those townships,” 
said White. “Flickertail re-
mains hopeful that town-
ship leaders will continue 
working with local land-
owners to find a path for-
ward that respects private 
property rights and is com-
patible with the rural and 
agricultural character of 
the area.”

Levi Rue, who’s also a 
township supervisor for 
Grandfield Township, said 
Fl i cke r t a i l  ha s  a l re a d y 
re a c h e d  o u t  s i n c e  t h e 
March 6 hearing to begin 
discussing the path forward 
for his township and their 
zoning ordinance.

Flickertail will still need 
to acquire permits from 
Eddy County, local town-
ships and the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission 
before construction can 
begin on the project, which 
had been scheduled for late 
2026 before recent permit-
ting delays.

FUNDING–
its projected surplus.

Before Monday’s meet-
ing, the district’s 2025-26 
budget had projected rev-
enue to exceed expenses 
by close to $200,000 – a 
comfortable position unless 
expected revenue is sud-
denly slashed.

But thankfully for the dis-
trict’s pocketbook, Skogen 
went on to present addi-
tional budget amendments 
Monday which helped offset 
much of the lost revenue. 

Further amendments 
added $81,000 in grant 
f u n d i n g  a n d  a n o t h e r 
$100,000 in Title 1 revenue. 
On the expense side, the 
district removed $100,000 
in contract transportation 
costs – though that savings 
is largely offset by the cost 
of a new school bus pur-

chased last year.
Still, the amendments 

show a combined loss of 
more than $162,000 to the 
district’s projected revenue, 
and Skogen said additional 
title expenses mean the 
district is now projected to 
be only about $5,000 in the 
black.

“This is a devastating 
blow, but it could have been 
a whole lot worse,” Skogen 
said at the meeting.

He told the board that 
fluctuations in foundation 
aid aren’t uncommon, but 
in this instance the DPI 
clearly made a mistake 
when calculating their aid 
projections. 

Skogen explained that 
the process for determin-
ing foundation aid is com-
plicated, and isn’t simply 
based on enrollment fig-
ures. 

With budget deadlines 
imposed by the state, he 
said districts often rely on 
the projections provided 
by the DPI – which was 
especially the case this 
year, after recent legislative 
changes complicated the 
process even further.

In fact, the district’s aid 
projection had already been 
adjusted downward – even 
before the school approved 
their budget last year.

The original projection 
from the DPI showed NR-S 
receiving significantly more 
foundation aid – to the 
tune of nearly half a million 
dollars more than they re-
ceived the prior school year.

It was an increase so 
large that Skogen immedi-
ately flagged it and asked 
the DPI to verify, and his 
instincts proved correct. 
Nearly a year later, during 
Monday’s  meeting,  the 
board learned the “cor-
rected” projection was still 
significantly inaccurate.

“My assumption is it 
was just a typo that didn’t 
get caught, or a complete 
over-projection of enroll-
ment that they entered in,” 
said Skogen about the cause 
of the miscalculation.

But whatever the cause, 
the consequence is a more 
precarious financial posi-
tion for the district, but not 
one that Skogen believes 
is a significant concern at 
this point.

“We’re still sitting okay,” 
he said. “We still have re-
serves that I don’t expect 
we’ll  have to dive into, 
but this certainly tightens 
things up. We’re just going 
to continue to spend the 
taxpayers’ dollars as effi-
ciently as possible.”

Moving forward, Skogen 
said they’ll simply have to 
account for the possibility 
of inaccurate projections 
when creating their budget, 
and will have to go through 
their enrollment reports 
with a “fine-tooth comb.”

“We just have to do our 
best every day to try to rep-
resent the taxpayers as best 
we can,” he added.

In other business from 
Monday’s  meeting,  the 
board approved the resig-
nation of Leann Drake from 
the school board.

Drake was elected in 
2024 to represent the for-
mer Sheyenne District, and 
has one year left in her 
term. She explained the rea-
soning for her resignation 
in a letter read aloud during 
Monday’s board meeting.

“I am writing to inform 
you that I am no longer able 
or eligible to remain on the 
New Rockford-Sheyenne 
School Board,” wrote Drake. 
“I have recently moved out 
of the New Rockford-Shey-
enne School District, which 
makes me ineligible to con-
tinue serving the school 
district as a board member.

“It was a pleasure work-
ing with all of you on the 
school board,” she added. 
“The New Rockford-Shey-
enne School will continue 
to do well with your support 
and under its current lead-
ership.”

Drake’s seat will appear 
on the ballot at the upcom-
ing school board election 
on Tuesday, June 2. Any-
one elected to the seat will 
hold it for the final year of 

Drake’s unexpired term, 
before the seat is once again 
up for election.

The next regular school 
board meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, April 13 at 7 
p.m.

KOEPPLIN–
our newspaper and our 
community will always be 
cherished.”

Charlotte also was a 
charter member of the Cir-
cle Trailriders Inc., which 
began in 1973 and stil l 
continues to this day with 
summer and fall trail rides. 
Charlotte was the historian, 
and she wrote a booklet 
about the group’s activities 
from 1973 to 2013, in which 
she included many pic-
tures of the trail rides, with 
awards, poems and stories 
about those that participat-
ed in the rides.

Charlotte became the 
Secretary/Treasurer of The 
Circle Trailriders in 1987, 
and she remained in that 
role until 2025, when she 
stepped down due to health 
issues. 

“So, she passed the torch 
on to me. I couldn’t refuse 
that look on her face, so I 
accepted,” Diane Rosen-
berg said. “Seeing her smile 
at me made my day! We sure 
miss the meetings that we 
had with Charlotte.”

There was always good-
ies, candy and laughter, 
Rosenberg recalls, but they 
did get down to business. 
Charlotte was a great orga-
nizer and planner of activi-
ties and events. 

“The many pictures she 
took and shared with all 
of those that attended the 
rides will be truly missed 
by all of us,” Rosenberg said.

Charlotte also was the 
S e c re t a r y / T re a su re r  o f 
Pleasant Prairie Township 
for 25 years, serving from 
1990 to 2015. Rosenberg 
took over that position as 
well.

Personally, Charlotte 
loved gardening, food pres-
ervation and cake deco-
rating. Rosenberg recalls. 
Some of her cakes were 
very unique and fit for the 
person she gave it to.

Her pickles, sauerkraut, 
horseradish and home-
made mustard were among 
the well-known canned 
goods she made and shared. 
“Whenever you stopped by 
to visit, she always sent you 
home with one of those 
treasured items,” Rosenberg 
said.

Rest in peace, Charlotte. 
Say “hello” to all the news-
paper correspondents and 
trail riders that have gone 
before you.

Charlotte’s full obituary 
is printed on page 5.
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COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION ANNUAL MEETING 
AND SUPPER on Tuesday, March 17 at 6 p.m. at the New 
Rockford Eagles Club. 

FIELD TO FORK 2026 webinar on Wednesday, March 
18: To sous vide or not sour vide: Safety of long-term, 
low-temperature cooking for vegetables. Speaker: By-
ron Chaves – Rutgers University (New Jersey) associate 
professor. Please join us at the Eddy County Extension 
Office for a zoom watch party. 

ND HUNTER EDUCATION SAFETY COURSE will be 
held at the New Rockford Eagles Club on March 19, 20, 
23, 25, 26, 30 and 31. The in-class course will be from 6-9 
p.m. To register online, go to ND Game and Fish website 
and lookup Hunter Education at https:gf.nd.gov. For any 
questions, please contact Adnan at 701-947-2091.

SPRING SHOP HOP sponsored by the New Rockford 
Area Chamber of Commerce runs March 22-28 in down-
town New Rockford. Fill all four flowers on the card by 
making four purchases at participating businesses and 
return the card to Flair Boutique or Central Pharmacy 
for a chance to win $50 in Chamber bucks. 

ROCKET BASEBALL HOTDISH & DESSERT SUPPER 
on Tuesday, March 24 at the New Rockford Eagles Club 
from 5-7 p.m. or until gone. Free-will offering. 

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST on Sunday, March 
29 from 8-1 p.m. at Ostby Hall in Sheyenne. Hosted by 
the Sheyenne Fire Department. Take out available by 
calling 701-351-3813.

NEW ROCKFORD EASTER EGG HUNT on Saturday, April 
4 at 1 p.m. in Centennial park, downtown New Rockford. 
Welcome all ages up to 12. Hosted by Mindy's Clubhouse. 
If you are interested in donating or helping with this event 
in any way, reach out to Mindy at 701-302-0201.

MARCH ITEM OF THE MONTH at the Eddy County 
Hunger Free Food Pantry is pancake mix and syrup. 
Donations can be dropped off at First Lutheran Church, 
436 1st Ave. N., New Rockford. 

BINGO at Ostby Hall in Sheyenne on Saturdays at 7 p.m.

EDDY CO. VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER Same day ap-
pointments available. Please call 701-302-8087. 

RELAX & RETREAT MASSAGE now offering massage 
therapy through VA Community Care Program. For more 
information, call 701-302-0325.

TOPS 370 is a weight loss support group. Meetings are 
on Mondays at 5 p.m. at First Lutheran Church in New 
Rockford. For more information call 701-947-2138.

COMMUNITY AMBULANCE SERVICE BOARD meets 
the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Am-
bulance Hall, New Rockford.

SHEYENNE VFW meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at Sheyenne VFW Post 2696. 

LAKE REGION SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE support group 
meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the Community Room of North Star Community Credit 
Union, Devils Lake. For info call Theresa at 701-662-4790.

FOOT CARE CLINIC every third Wednesday of the 
month at Eddy County Public Health. Call 701-947-5311 
for appointments. Cost is $25.

EDDY-NEW ROCKFORD LIBRARY BOARD meets on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m.

NEW ROCKFORD POST OFFICE has a new phone 
number, 701-505-8842. The office is open 9-11 a.m. and 
12:30-4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

SHEYENNE POST OFFICE also has a new phone number, 
701-404-1149. Open 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Monday - Friday.


