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guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-
641-3417.
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The Western Grant 
Ambulance District 
announces a special 
election to ensure the 
continued availability 
of  emergency medical 
services for the 
area. To address a 
significant funding gap 
and ensure the long-
term sustainability of  
the local ambulance 
service, the district is 
seeking voter support 
for a 15 mill levy and 
the annexation of  
the entire ambulance 
service area into the 
taxation district.

Community 
meetings will be held at 

7 p.m. Wednesday, May 
27, at the New Leipzig 
Community Center, 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 3, at the Carson 
Community Center, and 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 10, at the Elgin 
Community Center, 
where information will 
be shared.

The special election 
will be held from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. MT 
Tuesday, June 16, for 
any qualified elector 
residing in the existing 
and proposed territory. 
The polling location will 
be at the New Leipzig 
EMS Building, located 

at 18 First St. SE, New 
Leipzig.

“It’s a vital part 
of  our communities. 
It’s something that we 
have to have for our 
communities,” Western 
Grant Ambulance 
District Chairman 
Keith Payne said.

The 2023 Leg-
islature passed HB 
1365 mandating the 
formation of  ambulance 
taxation districts 
for rural ambulance 
services. The Western 
Grant Ambulance 
District formed last 
year and is overseen by 
a seven-member board, 
which oversees the tax 
dollars and state grants, 
and makes decisions 
about spending for 
the New Leipzig-Elgin 
Ambulance Service. 
The New Leipzig-Elgin 
Ambulance Service is 
the only ambulance 
service operating 
within the taxation 
district. The Carson 
quick response unit, 
which cannot transport 
patients, operates under 
the New Leipzig-Elgin 
Ambulance Service’s 
license.

“They are a 
valuable part of  the 
whole operation, they 
definitely are, and it’s 
nothing we’re trying 
to do away with at all. 
We’re trying to include 
them in every step that 
we can,” Payne said 
about the QRU.

Financial realities

The cost of  
maintaining a 24/7 
ambulance service is 
substantial. For 2026, 
the total projected 
cost to operate the 
ambulance service is 
$1,207,013. This total 
includes $1,089,346 in 
operating costs and 
$117,667 reserved for 
the purchase of  a new 
ambulance.

Effective July 
1, 2022, Jacobson 
Memorial Hospital 
Care Center (JMHCC) 
became one of  only 10 
critical access hospitals 
in the nation selected 
to participate in a 
federal demonstration 
project, the Frontier 
Community Health 
Integration Project 
(FCHIP), allowing it 
to receive cost-based 
reimbursement to 
operate an ambulance. 

The project allowed 
JMHCC to sign a 
management agreement 
with the ambulance 
service to lease the 
ambulances and 
equipment and provide 
the physical service, 
including all the labor.

That funding does 
not cover the entire 
cost of  operating an 
ambulance, however, 
and the FCHIP program 
expires in 2027.

“We have to look at 
the future and how we 
are going to maintain 
our services,” JMHCC 
EMS Director Cary 
Kehr said.

The ambulance 

service retains the 
license to operate, 
contracts with the 
hospital to utilize the 
FCHIP funding and 
the Western Grant 
Ambulance District 
collects the tax and 
grant funding to 
support the operations 
of  the ambulance 
service. A QRU then 
operates under the 
ambulance service 
license and budget, 
Payne described.

A mill levy does not 
support any services 
of  JMHCC, but will be 
used for the Western 
Grant Ambulance 
District to fund the 
ambulance service.

While the service 
receives revenue from 
various payers and 
programs, such as 
FCHIP, a massive deficit 
remains. Even with 
current supplemental 
payments, the 
service faces a 
revenue shortfall 
of  $566,909. Without 
future supplemental 
programs, that deficit 
could grow to over 
$893,000. Currently, 
the existing 2 mill levy 
in the Western Grant 
Ambulance District 
generates an estimated 
$24,562 for FY27, which 
is insufficient to cover 
rising costs.

“Right now, the 
hospital is footing the 
bill. They are picking 
up the tab for the 
shortfall,” Payne said.

Fairness through 
annexation

A key component 
of  the proposal is the 
annexation of  the full 
service area. Currently, 
there is a discrepancy 
between the area the 
ambulance serves 
and the area that 
provides tax support. 
By annexing the entire 
service area, the district 
ensures taxes are 
fairly spread across all 
property owners who 
receive ambulance 
protection. This 
alignment will better 
position the Western 
Grant Ambulance 
District to provide 
reliable funding for 
the ambulance service 
into the future, a news 
release from the district 
stated.

The annexation 
question includes a 
sliver in eastern Grant 
County and small 
portions of  townships 
in Hettinger County 
and Adams County, 
which are currently in 
the ambulance’s service 
area, but aren’t in the 
taxation district.

“The service area 
will be the same as 
the taxation district 
and that’s the reason 

why we’re doing it, so 
that everybody who is 
getting the service will 
be paying the same 
across the board,” 
Payne said.

Impact on taxpayers
The proposed 15 

mill levy, which is the 
maximum the district 
can request, and 
annexation is estimated 
to generate $248,876 
in annual revenue to 
help bridge the funding 
gap. For the average 
property owner, the 
daily cost of  securing 
this life-saving service 
is:

• Residential 
($150,000 value): 
Approximately 31 
cents per day ($112.50 
annually).

• Commercial 
($225,000 value): 
Approximately 46 
cents per day ($168.75 
annually).

• Agricultural 
($50,000 value): 
Approximately 10 
cents per day ($37.50 
annually).

 
Legislative 
limitations

Due to the 3% mill 
levy cap enacted during 
the 2025 legislative 
session, the Western 
Grant Ambulance 
District will be 
restricted in its ability 
to increase property 
tax levies. Starting next 
year, the district may 
raise its total levy by 
no more than 3% over 
the prior year’s dollar 
amount, regardless 
of  rising operational 
costs or new service 
demands. If  the district 
maintains its current 
levy of  $24,562, it 
would be permitted to 
increase the next year’s 
levy by only $737. This 
limited growth makes 
it challenging to keep 
pace with inflation, 
increasing expenses 
and the growing need 
for essential emergency 
services, the district’s 
news release stated.

To ensure the long-
term financial stability 
of  the district and 
continue providing 
reliable ambulance 
service to the 
community, the board 
has decided to levy the 
maximum allowable 
amount for the 
ambulance service and 
annex the entire service 
area into the taxation 
area. This proactive 
step is necessary to help 
offset rising costs for 
personnel, equipment, 
training and operations, 
without which critical 
services could be 
jeopardized. The district 
remains dedicated to 
transparency and fiscal 
responsibility.

NOTICE
of School Board Election

 Notice is hereby given, that on Tuesday, the 9th 
day of June 2026, the annual election will be held 
for the purpose of electing two board members for 
the Roosevelt Public School District No. 18, Car-
son, North Dakota 58529.

 The school board election will be held with the 
Grant County Election.
 
 Eligible voters will be voting for two directors to 
fil the expired three-year term of Carmel Miller and 
Jennifer Hauge. The positions are At-Large.
 
 By order of the Board of Directors
 Roosevelt Public School District No. 18
 P.O. Box 197
 Carson, North Dakota 58529
 /s/Carey Reis,
 Carey Reis, Business Manager

5/21, 5/28

NICE
Disneyland ticket 

prices are over $200 
per person. Maybe 

now they’ll buy Donald 
Duck some pants.

Dean B. Kaner


