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BEACH SCHOOL BOARD
PROCEEDS OF

REGULAR MEETING
Unofficial Minutes

Subject to Review and
Revision of the Board

May 13, 2026
Beach School Board met on 

May 13, 2026 in the high school 
library. Present were Rob-
ert Sperry, Carrie Zachmann, 
Alan Muckle, Heather Dykins, 
Misty Farnstrom, Jessica Geis 
and Taryn Sveet. Absent was 
Landon Lechler. Visitors were 
Jordanna Garland, Amanda 
Stoltz and Karen Hinch from 
Elliott and McMahon via Teams.

President Sperry called the 
regular meeting to order at 6 
p.m. Sperry recognized visitors. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.

Sperry reviewed the agen-
da. Geis and consensus of 
the board is to approve agen-
da as presented. Dykins read 
public comments on agenda 
only speaker policy. No routine 
board items required further 
discussion.

Sperry reviewed the items 
on the consent agenda which 
included:

• April 15, 2026 regular 
meeting minutes

• April 16, 2026 special 
meeting minutes

• Bills and payroll
• Finance reports
• Committee reports
• Administrative reports
Motion by Muckle, second 

by Zachmann to approve the 
consent agenda which includes 
all agenda items listed in sec-
tions A, B, C, D and E. Roll call 
vote carries unanimously.

Bills and payroll are:
Amazon Capital Services
.................................$5,873.31
Beach Closeup..............246.00
Boss Office Products.....258.85
Cenex Fleetcard/CHS Inc.
......................................810.63
City of Beach..............1,163.43
Coast to Coast...............187.50
Comfort Inn of Mandan
......................................660.00
Consolidated
  Communications Inc....320.00
D & E Supply Company, Inc.
......................................353.20
Dakota Dust-Tex, Inc.....556.90
Dickinson Trinity
  Catholic School...........525.00
Dollar General.................32.84
Chelsey Erdmann..........143.97
Farmers Union Oil Corp.
...................................4,323.72
Misty Farnstrom...............68.50
Forum Communications Co.
........................................38.00
GS Publishing................766.83
Slater Gunkel...................75.00
Angela Helsper................58.00
Holiday Inn Express of Minot
......................................660.00
Horace Mann...................18.00
Master Teacher Inc........317.60
MDU...........................6,638.03
Midwest Doors of Dickinson

......................................113.90
NDCEL.......................1,075.00
NDSBA.......................1,891.50
JessiKay Noll.................736.80
Pepper, J.W. & Son, Inc.
......................................293.99
Prairie Lumber Corp......208.55
Read Naturally...............192.00
ReadiTech, C-Corp...59,699.91
Reynolds Market...........153.87
Rohan Hardware...........458.51
Roughrider North Human
  Service Zone............1,100.04
RTC Networks...............650.00
Runnings Supply, Inc.......30.97
Scholastic...................1,725.00
Shiloh Christian High School
......................................150.00
Teach2Learn...............1,000.00
Viking Glass of ND, Inc.
...................................1,155.60
Wards Natural Science
......................................645.99
Watford City High School
........................................75.00
Wells Fargo...................258.77
WERC Center................950.00
West River Student Services
...................................5,409.25
WEX Bank.....................118.78
Ava Zachmann................75.00
Amazon Capital Services
......................................207.43
Beach FBLA...............1,250.00
Beach Food Center....1,007.95
Braun Distributing-Queen
  City Candy...................667.60
Coca Cola...................1,007.60
Dollar General...............173.82
Farmers Union Oil Corp.
......................................272.05
FBLA Fiscal Agent...........50.00
Herff Jones Inc...........1,324.00
Holiday Inn Express of Minot
......................................440.00
Krispy Kreme Donuts.2,178.00
Walter Losinski..............725.00
National FFA Organization
...................................1,458.50
ND Gateway To Science
......................................932.00
Beth Nistler.................1,100.00
Prairie Lumber Corp......197.82
Reynolds Market...........651.70
US Foodservice, Inc......307.01
Wild Vines Market LLC
...................................1,214.27
Beach Food Center.........68.48
DPI-Food Distribution
...................................1,100.98
Sysco Montana, Inc....4,183.13
US Foodservice, Inc...6,239.25
Wells Fargo...................217.79
Travel World of Crosby
...................................3,020.00
Chelsey Erdmann..........364.00
Angela Helsper..............591.50
FBAL, Inc.......................195.00
Travel World of Crosby
.................................10,500.00
April 2026 Payroll...386,197.56

Sperry called for recogni-
tion of students and staff.

• Geis presented plaque 
from Golden Valley County FFA 
Chapter recognizing the Beach 
School Board as a Star Partner. 
Geis recognized all students 
and staff as we are wrapping 
up the school year.

• Sveet presented recogni-
tion of the first ever Fine Arts 

Night at the high school and 
Zoey Zook, Lucas Brown and 
Dillon Manhart qualified for the 
state track meet.

• Thank you from FBLA for 
the donation for their trip to the 
National Leadership Confer-
ence in San Antonio, TX.

• Thank you from Post Prom 
for the donation.

• Thank you from Donna 
Muckle for the recognition on 
administrative professionals 
day.

• Geis read Post Gradua-
tion committee letter. Motion by 
Muckle, second by Dykins to 
contribute $500 to Post Grad-
uation. Motion carries unani-
mously.

Geis presented ND Be Leg-
endary monitoring report for 
reading. Discussion.

Geis presented school 
board self-evaluation quarterly 
progress tracker. Discussion.

Geis presented new busi-
ness.

• Farnstrom presented cur-
rent school insurance policies 
information. Dykins discussed 
cyber insurance options that 
may be available for district. 

• Geis presented 2026-
2027 Consolidated Application 
for federal funds. The super-
intendent is the authorized 
representative for all federal 
programs, including but not lim-
ited to Title I, Title II, Title IID, 
Title III, Title IV, Title V, Title IX, 
Taylor Grazing, Carl Perkins, 
Federal Food Program, E-Rate, 
and Technology Grants. Motion 
by Zachmann, second by Dy-
kins to approve consolidated 
application and Geis as autho-
rized representative. Roll call 
carries unanimously.

• Geis presented 2026-
2027 preschool application 
from the Department of Health 
and Human Services. Discus-
sion. Motion by Muckle, second 
by Zachmann to approve ap-
plication. Motion carries unan-
imously.

• Geis presented policy 
DDDD-Professional Organiza-
tion Leave request from Marty 
Campbell. Campbell is the cur-
rent district 8 vice president for 
Ag education instructors for ND. 
With this position, Campbell 
is on the board of directors for 
the ND Association of Agricul-
ture Education (NDAAE) with 
quarterly meetings. Campbell is 
also a member of the mentor-
ship committee and the profes-
sional development committee. 
Discussion. Motion by Dykins, 
second by Muckle to approve 
for the 2026-2027 school year. 
Motion carries unanimously.

• Geis presented policy 
DDC-Unpaid Leave requests 
from:

o Jacqueline Dietz
o Carey Zook
o Sonja Groll
o Desiree Murphy

Motion by Zachmann, sec-
ond by Dykins, to approve un-
paid leave requests. Motion 
carries unanimously.

• Sperry indicated the next 
item on the agenda is executive 
session to discuss unpaid leave 
based on exempt information. 
The legal authority for clos-
ing this portion of the meeting 
is NDCC Section 44-04-18.1. 
Consensus of the board is to 

BAERTSCHSandySandy
ELECT

ND DISTRICT 39 REPRESENTATIVE
Bachelors Degree Animal Science & Associate Degree Animal Health
   Technology from NDSU
21 years Oilfield Experience         15 years Banking Experience
Lifelong Resident of Western North Dakota
Volunteer Firefighter the last 40 years
Serving on 3 Boards of Directors

Fund our local schools, small towns, townships and counties

If you . . .If you . . .
want the legislature to adhere to the termwant the legislature to adhere to the term
  limits you voted for;  limits you voted for;
want to have funding for your communitieswant to have funding for your communities
  and schools;  and schools;
don’t like what you’re paying for dieseldon’t like what you’re paying for diesel
  and gas;  and gas;
believe American Farmers and Ranchersbelieve American Farmers and Ranchers
  should  come first . . .  should  come first . . .

VOTE FOR CHANGE.
VOTE DEM-NPL.

✓

PROTECT NORTH DAKOTA LANDOWNER’S RIGHTS
Paid for by Sandy Baertsch for ND District 39 Representative 5-21, 5-28, 6-4

BEACH SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
retire into executive session. 
Board retired into executive 
session at 6:28 p.m.

***EXECUTIVE SESSION***
Sperry called the regular 

meeting back to order at 6:35 
p.m. Motion by Zachmann, sec-
ond by Dykins to approve the 
unpaid leave based on exempt 
information. Motion carries 
unanimously.

Next regular board meeting 

will be held June 10, 2026 at 
6 p.m. Sperry called for a mo-
tion to adjourn. Motion by Dy-
kins, second by Zachmann to 
adjourn. Motion carries unani-
mously. Sperry adjourned 6:36 
p.m.

Robert Sperry, President
Misty Farnstrom,

Business Manager
(Published May 28, 2026)

The District 4 
members of  the 
North Dakota Cat-
tle Women (NDCW) 
recently donated 
over 700 pounds of  
federally-inspect-
ed ground beef  to 
seven food pantries 
in Southwest North 
Dakota.

Food pantries 
receiving donations 
included the Beach, 
Medora and Belfield 
food pantries.

This annual dona-
tion is a beef  educa-
tion and promotion 
project of  District 4.

The project be-
gan over 10 years 
ago and has reached 
hundreds of  individ-
uals and families in 
local communities 
with information on 

MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICT 4 Cattle Women donated 
over 100 pounds of ground beef to the Beach Food Pantry. 
Pictured, left to right, are District 4 Cattle Woman Sandi 
Frenzel of Medora, Beach Food Pantry volunteer Diane 
Brown and District 4 Cattle Woman Sue Mosser of Medora.

Donate to food pantry

Photo | Submitted

selection, prepara-
tion and storage of  
beef, as well as the 
nutrient-dense beef  
product. 

For more informa-

tion on the North Da-
kota Cattle Women 
organization in your 
area, contact NDCW 
at NDCWeMoos@
gmail.com.

Thursday

January 29, 2026
$1.50
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See NAMES IN SPACE,  Page 4 

By Gabriella Zook,
Emily Helsper and

Gavin Farstveet
Buccaneer Buzz reporters

Going to space and 
seeing the moon up close 

is a dream few people 
are able to fulfill. The 
next best thing may be 
sending your name into 

space. At Lincoln Ele-
mentary, ELA teacher 
Marlo Sexton’s fourth 
through sixth grade stu-

dents are doing exactly 
that through NASA’s 

By Sara J. Plum
Ribbon cuttings 

were held at two local 
businesses by the Beach 

Area Chamber of  Com-
merce recently.

Robin’s Nest, located 

in the mini mall down-
town, is owned and 
operated by Robin and 
Justin Wiseman. This 
new business held its 
grand opening August 
22, 2025.

Featuring a down 
home, welcoming 
atmosphere, customers 

Chamber ribbon cutting events

Photo | Gary Howard
Photo | Submitted

RIBBON CUTTING AT ROBIN’S NEST took place Jan. 14 with, left to right, Renae Smith, 

Vanessa Ueckert, owner Robin Wiseman and Tammy Wellard.

JOHN STONEHOCKER is ready to cut the ribbon being held by Renae Smith, left, and 

Vanessa Ueckert.

can enjoyed fresh baked 

goods, a variety of  teas, 
a cup of  coffee or re-
freshing organic juices 
as they browse health 
and wellness items, 
faith-based items, books 

and much more. The 
Wiseman’s goal was to 
offer a place for people 
to come to relax, visit 
and find helpful items 
for their well-being.

On Jan. 14, the 
business became an 
official member of  the 
Beach Area Chamber of  

Commerce and a rib-
bon cutting event with, 
according to Robin, 
BIG scissors, was held 
by chamber members 
Renae Smith, Vanessa 
Ueckert and Tammy 
Wellard.

The second ribbon 
cutting event was held 
by Smith and Ueckert on 

Jan. 21 at WQF Fitness 
and Johnson Coin Laun-

dry.
Purchased from 

Henry Gerving the end 
of  November 2025 by 

John Stonehocker, these 

existing businesses will 

see some changes and 
expansion.

Stonehocker plans 
to convert the car wash 
portion of  the building 
into more area for the 
fitness center and is also 

looking to purchase a 
larger washer for the 
laundromat.

He has set up a new 
fee structure for the 
fitness center that in-
cludes special member-
ships for families and 

couples, as well as short-

term memberships.
Stonehocker said 

that with more oil 
workers and construc-
tion workers coming 
to the area, he wanted 
to provide them access 
to the fitness center 
without signing up for a 

long term commitment. 

That also holds true for 

someone looking to get 
into shape or loose a 
few pounds for a special 

event.
Of  course, once 

people realize how good 

they will feel after com-
pleting a workout, he’s 
hoping they will contin-
ue using the facility.

Stonehocker and the 

Wisemans are working 
on their businesses each 

day, providing services 
for a better quality of  
life to people in the area 

and those who are just 
passing through. Recog-
nition by the Beach Area 

Chamber of  Commerce 
makes all their hard 
work worth it.

Reach for the Stars
Students send their names to space

Photo | Lori Knight

PICTURED ABOVE are some the Lincoln Elementary fourth grade students with their Artemis II boarding passes.

Artemis campaign.
Four astronauts will 

fly around the Moon 
and back on Artemis II 
later this year, marking 

the first crewed flight 
under NASA’s Artemis 
campaign. The crew 
includes Reid Wiseman, 

Victor Glover, Chris-
tina Koch and Jeremy 
Hansen, who will be the 

first humans aboard the 

Space Launch System 
(SLS). The ten-day mis-
sion will test spacecraft 

systems in preparation 
for future lunar mis-
sions.

Anyone can partic-
ipate by sending their 
name into space. Stu-
dents fill out a boarding 

pass with their name, 
which is then added 
to an SD card that will 
travel aboard the rocket. 

At the time this article 
was written, more than 
3 million people had 
signed up to send their 
names on the mission.

Sexton registered 
students in grades four 
through six who chose 
to participate during 
their ELA classes. 
Sexton has incorporat-
ed reading and writing 
about space in the work 

the students have been 
doing in her classroom 
during this time to make 

the lesson more con-
crete.

Art teacher Marcie

By Gary Howard
It was a short meet-

ing Jan. 20 for the Beach 

City Council. Council 
member Sarah Ross 
attended the meeting via 

phone, as did Engineer 
Zac Ranisate.

Resolutions
passed by city

The council approved 

a motion to buy flowers 
to send to Kim Gaugler’s 

family as Kim’s mother 
had just passed away.

The agenda was 
reviewed and approved 
with some additions.

Engineer Ranisate 
passed on information 
concerning the two new 

resolutions dealing with 

the upcoming construc-
tion work in the City of  
Beach. Resolution 2026-
10, declaring the neces-
sity of  the City of  Beach 

Stormwater Drainage 
Improvement District 
No. 2025-03 and Resolu-
tion 2026-11, declaring 
the necessity of  the City 

of  Beach Street Im-
provement District No. 
2025-04. Both resolutions 

were passed unanimous-

ly by the council. 
There was an error in 

getting the resolutions 
printed correctly in the 
newspaper, leading to 
a delay for the 30-day 
public comment period. 

This will set back the 

See RESOLUTIONS, Page 2
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By Jordanna Garland
The District 7 Girls 

Basketball Tournament 

held at Bowman Coun-
ty High School on Feb. 
14, 16 and 17 concluded 
with the Lady Buc’s 
Cinderella run toppling 

top-seeded Grant Coun-
ty/Mott-Regent (GCMR) 

Lady Jaguars in the 
championship game.

In a run like none 
other before, Beach 
entered the tourna-
ment ranked 6th and 
escalated to the #1 spot, 

earning their place at 
the Region 4 Girls Bas-
ketball Tournament at 
St. Mary’s Central High 

School in Bismarck on 
Feb. 23, 24 and 26. They 
face the Washburn Lady 

Cardinals, the 4th place 

team from District 8, in 
the opening round.

Stats weren’t avail-

District 7 ChampionsDistrict 7 Champions
able on the Lady Bucs 
previous district and 
region appearances, 
but were found on their 

state tournament expe-
riences. Beach last won 
the Class B State Cham-
pionship in 2010, with 
other wins in 1990 and 
1989. They also made 
appearances at the state 

tournament in 1981, 1988 

through 1990 and 2010 
through 2014.

Day 1, District 7
Girls Basketball

Tournament Results 

#1 Grant Co. /
Mott-Regent vs. #8 

New England
The first game of  the 

tournament featured 
the highest seeded team 

battling it out with the 
lowest seeded team. The 

Lady Jaguars racked 
up a total of  58 points 
against the New En-
gland Lady Tiger’s 42.
#4 South Heart vs. #5 

Hettinger-Scranton
The second game saw 

the South Heart Lady 
Eagle’s win against the 
Hettinger-Scranton 
Lady Nighthawks. The 
scoreboard in the gym-
nasium read 47-29 by the 

game’s end. 
#2 Bowman County 

vs. #7 Belfield
The Bowman Co. 

Lady Bulldogs and the 
Belfield Lady Bantams 
went head-to-head, 
with the Lady Bulldogs 
coming out victorious. 
With Bowman’s twenty 
point lead by the end of  
the 4th quarter, the final 

score was 54-34. 
#3 Richardton-Taylor 

vs. #6 Beach
The final game on 

Feb. 14 was the Richard-

ton-Taylor Lady Raiders 

vs. the Beach Lady Buc-
caneers. The last time 
Beach, who has been on 

a winning streak since 
Jan. 24 (only interrupted 

by one loss to Hetting-
er-Scranton on Feb. 3) 
faced the Lady Raiders, 
they lost 70-41. At their 
matchup during the 
tournament, the Lady 
Bucs returned the favor, 

winning the game 61-43. 
In the first quarter of  

the game, Beach soared 

on the court. Their 
strong defense did not 
let the Lady Raiders 
score more than eight 
points. At the end of  the 

eight minutes, the score 

read 19-8. 
In the next quarter, 

Beach’s attack never let 

up and the Lady Raiders 

were feeling it. By the 
beginning of  halftime, 
Beach had a significant 
20 point lead. The score-
board displayed 37-17. 

In the third quarter, 
the Lady Raiders peaked 

with scoring 16 more 
points, but that did not 
deter the Lady Bucs, 
who were holding a firm 

grasp on the advantage. 

The third quarter ended 

with a score of  51-33.
In the final quarter 

of  the game, both teams 

bumped up another 10 
points. In the end, Beach 

secured the win over the 

Richardton-Taylor Lady 

Raiders and advanced to 

the winner’s bracket.
Scoring for the Lady 

Bucs included Aubrie 
Dykins 17, Zoey Zook 
17, Kya Wyman 12, 
Mila Szudera 7, Maciah 
Heckaman 5 and Andrea 

Bosserman 3. 
Day 2, District 7

Girls Basketball
Tournament Results

#8 New England vs. #5 

Hettinger-Scranton
Day two started off 

on the loser’s side of  
the bracket with the 
New England Lady 
Tigers facing the 
Hettinger-Scranton 
Nighthawks. The game 
ended in favor of  New 
England, who defeated 
the Lady Nighthawks 
with a two point lead; 
42-40. 
#7 Belfield vs. #3 
Richardton-Taylor

Moving on to the sec-

ond game of  the day, the 

Richardton-Taylor Lady 

Raiders captured the 
Belfield Lady Bantams, 
winning the game 57-47. 

#1 Grant Co./ 
Mott-Regent vs. #4 

South Heart
Over on the winner’s 

side, the GCMR Lady 

Jaguars clawed the 
South Heart Lady Ea-
gles. By the ring of  the 
final buzzer, the score-
board showed 55-45.
#2 Bowman County 

vs. #6 Beach
The last game of  the 

day was the Bowman Co. 

Lady Bulldogs vs. the 
Beach Lady Bucaneers. 
The most memorable 
moment of  the game 
happened in the 4th 
quarter during the last 
three seconds. Beach’s 
Andrea Bosserman shot 

the three-pointer that 
pushed the Lady Bucs 
into the championship 
game , bringing the 
score against Bowman 
Co. to 50-47. Beach fans 
sitting in the stands rose 

to their feet and erupted 

with joy as the buzzer 
blared. 

In the first quarter, 
Beach and Bowman 
were pretty evenly 

matched. Beach held the 

advantage with 13 points 

compared to the Lady 
Bulldog’s 11. 

In the second quar-
ter, Beach defense was 
at work again, only 
letting the Lady Bull-
dogs score eight points. 
By the beginning of  
halftime, the scoreboard 

read 27-19. 
The third quarter 

of  the game saw Beach 
take an unforeseen dip 
in their strategy. The 
Lady Bulldogs were slip-

ping past the Lady Bucs 

and sinking shots left 
and right. Beach only 
managed to croak out 
six points in the quarter, 

while Bowman Co. put 
up 20, bringing the score 

to 39-33. The Lady Bucs 
got bit badly by the Lady 

Bulldogs. 
Beach needed to 

Photos | Laura Feldmann

SHOWING THEIR FANS the 1st place plaque and game ball, the Lady Bucs unbridled joy 

was felt by everyone in the gymnasium.

Thursday

April 2, 2026
$1.50
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See WEST PLAINS, Page 6

By Gary Howard
Those who have 

recently dropped in 
at West Plains Inc. in 
Beach may have noticed 

a new person occupying 

the boss’s chair and a 
familiar face managing 
the service department.

KeRene Keller is 
the new manager at 
the Beach location. 
She is originally from 
southern Idaho and 
has been involved in 
agriculture her entire 
life. “When I was 18, I 
went to work for my first 

New Holland Dealer-
ship in Idaho, sweeping 
floors, steam cleaning 
tractors, that sort of  
thing. At the start of  
one haying season they 
were short-handed so I 
got thrown at the parts 
counter. 

“I worked behind 

By Jordanna Garland
Farmer’s Union Oil 

Company in Beach held 

its 96th annual meeting 
on March 9 in the Com-
munity Center, shar-
ing how the company 
performed financially in 

the last year, comparing 

to how they performed 
in 2024.

PICTURED ABOVE are servers Jacob Stoveland, Sarah 

Dockter and Paul Ridenhower. Also serving were Quinton 

and Bobby Beach. Below, the community center was filled 

with Farmers Union Oil patrons.

Changes at local dealershipChanges at local dealership
the parts counter for 16 
years, then did a little 
bit of  service writing 
and service manage-
ment as they needed 
help at the dealership. 
Back then we kind of  
did a little bit of  every-
thing. Everybody was a 
team and we just got the 

job done.”
Keller continued 

sharing her work histo-
ry. “I was recruited by 
another dealership and 
became a parts manag-
er. I did that for some 
time and was recruited 
by another dealership 
that wanted an out-
side parts and service 
salesperson. That was 
fun, because I was able 
to travel the country and 

sell parts and service to 

all the farmers.”
She was hired in 2020 

by a farm equipment 

dealership in Montana, 
working at the corpo-
rate level in parts and 
service. After resigning 

from that position in 
2025, Keller considered 
resigning from the in-

dustry altogether.
Explaining what 

changed her mind, she 
said, “I was tired and 
kind of  burned out and 
one of  the guys that 
works for Border Plains 

in Glasgow called me 
up and said you would 
be really good in Beach, 

you should look into 
this. I said ‘No, I don’t 
want to.’ I’ve got a pretty 

big faith and I believe 
God puts us right where 

we are supposed to be, 
so I applied and here I 
am.

“I have been doing 
this a long time and 
I love working with 
people, I love farmers. 
Feeding the world is so, 
so important. It’s been a 

very good business to be 

in. It’s very rewarding.” 
Keller is married 

and has one daughter 
and her husband has an 

adopted daughter. She 
said of  the girls, “They 
are both grown and cool 

on their own.”
She and her husband 

live in Terry, MT. “My 

husband works as a 
parts guy in Miles City. 
We gotta get him out 
of  the green side, but I 
think eventually we will 

try to get him here at 
West Plains in some ca-
pacity. He really enjoys 
being in the industry.

“We really like Beach 

and again, it’s up to the 
Good Lord, but hope-
fully in the next year 
or so we can get moved 
over here. Its been super 

welcoming for me, the 
customers have been 
amazing, the employees 

have been amazing.
“What gets me up in 

the morning is helping 
people. I don’t care if  
they’re working for me 
or if  they’re a customer 

or they’re somebody on 

the street, if  I can make 

Photo | Jordanna Garland

SCOTT ROBERTS AND KERENE KELLER pose for a pic-

ture in front of the special quilt on display at the dealership.

96th annual meeting held
The meeting also 

included a dinner 
and after the meeting 
concluded, there were 
several door prizes for 
people to win. 

Before the meeting 
started, attendees were 
able to enter to win a 
couple of  door prizes. 
Some items up for grabs 

were two Cenex gift 
cards, a charcuterie 
board and a car battery 
charger. Winners also 
received the ball cap 
that they placed their 
tickets in.

Several guest speak-
ers came to the meeting 

to share some insights. 
Derrick Mayer with Wil-

bur-Ellis shared some 

thoughts about how 
the ongoing Iran War is 

affecting the resources 
that are being shipped 
to the United States. 
He said that fertilizer 
and other resources, 
like crude oil, may take 
longer to arrive because 

the Strait of  Hormuz 
(a major passageway to 
import these resources), 

is closed. This will cause 

fertilizer and oil to be-
come more expensive. 

Jeff Dragseth pre-
sented the financial 
s report for Farmers 
Union. Financially, 
Farmers Union “had a 
good year”, according to 

General Manager Brian 

Sime. 

During the meeting, 
the company also elect-
ed a couple of  officers 
to serve on the board. 
Bill Begger, the current 

President was elected to 

serve another term on 
the board of  directors. 
Stepping into Secre-
tary-Treasurer Peter 
Schmeling’s position is 
Llane Carrol, serving a 
three-year term on the 
board. Carrol is from 
the Ekalaka location.

The meal, prepared 
by Paul Ridenhower, 
included roast beef, 
ham, cheesy potatoes, 
creamed corn and a 
dinner roll. For dessert, 

there was a mixed-berry 

fruit cobbler. Serving 

the food were Jacob 
Stoveland, Sarah Dock-
ter and Ridenhower. In 
all, about 80 attendees 
were served. 

Photos | Jordanna Garland

“Overall, the meeting 

went well with usual 
comments from the 
crowd and the meal was 

very good.” Sime said.

Thursday

April 16, 2026
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By Gary Howard
The Golden Valley 

County Commissioners 

met April 7 at the Court-

house.
The Commissioners 

first dealt with the usual 

matters of  reviewing and 

approving the agenda, 
the minutes from the last 

By Jordanna Garland
The Beach City 

Council met on April 6 
and were greeted by some 

special guests. During 
the meeting, the council 

adjourned as the city 
council to meet as the 
Board of  Equalization, 
due to the tax equaliza-
tion meeting held during 

the city council meeting. 
In attendance at the 

meeting was Lincoln Ele-

mentary 3rd grader, Tel-

lan Buckman, along with 

his father, Bill Buckman. 

Tellan wrote the winning 

essay for the “Mayor For 

a Day” contest, so he was 

invited to come speak 
before the council during 

City Government Week. 

After leading the Pledge 

of  Allegiance, Tellan read 

aloud his essay. After-
ward, Mayor Losinski 
presented him with his 

very own gavel, which 

By Jordanna Garland
Residents of  Golden 

Valley County who were 

interested in serving 
a position within local 
government had until 4 
p.m. on Monday, April 
6 to submit paperwork 
for their information to 
be placed on the county, 

city or school district 
ballot. The county 
primary election and 
general elections for cit-

ies and school districts 
are on June 9. National, 

state and county general 

elections are on Nov. 3. 
Area election infor-

mation follows. Candi-
dates who filed for the 
open positions are listed. 

City of Beach (four-

year terms)
There are three open 

positions on the Beach 
City Council and the 
mayor position is also 
open. Council member 
Tom Marman is run-
ning for re-election, but 

Andy Zachmann and 
Beverly Wolff have opted 

City talks taxes and resurfacing alleys
City talks taxes and resurfacing alleys

Broken concrete can be crushed and reused
Broken concrete can be crushed and reused

was made by Geno Padil-

la. (See Tellan’s story on 

Page 5.)
Next, members of  

Beach High School’s Fu-

ture Business Leaders of  

America (FBLA) Chap-
ter came to the council, 

asking if  they could 
receive a donation to help 

with their fundraising 
expenses for the National 

Convention. The team 
recently competed in the 

FBLA State Leadership 

Conference in Bismarck 

on March 29 & 30. At their 

conference, Taya Feld-
mann was awarded as a 

state champion, taking 1st 

place in Career Portfolio. 

Gavin Farstveet earned 

3rd place in Journalism. 

Gavin and Sawyer Farst-

veet placed 3rd in Public 

Service Announcement. 

Bentley Farstveet earned 

2nd place in Exploring 
Economics. The council 

approved a motion to 
provide the chapter with 

a $1,000 donation from 
the Community Enhance-

ment Funds ($250 for each 

of  the four students going 

to nationals), which will 

go toward their fundrais-

ing.
The council approved 

the Engineer’s Report 
by Zac Ranisate with 
AE2S, in which he shared 

that more construction 

will continue to occur 
throughout the summer. 

Ranisate also shared 
he accepted a new role 
within the company, so 

he won’t be attending city 

council meetings as fre-

quently. Jasper Klein will 

be taking on Ranisate’s 

position. Despite him 
taking on a new position, 

Ranisate will continue to 

work on the Beach 2026 

City Project.
Carla Beeler, the Gold-

en Valley County Director 

of  Tax Equalization, was 

present for the Board of  

Equalization portion of  

the meeting and pre-
sented her findings. She 

stated that “properties as 

a whole have been selling 

for more than what 
Golden Valley County 
has been assessed at 
and because of  this, the 

county has a residential 

sales ratio of  86%...our 
tolerance level has to be 

between 90% and 100% 
for the state. The low 
sales ratio shows that our 

values are below market.” 

Land values of  all cities 

in Golden Valley County 

(Beach, Golva, Sentinel 

Butte), have not been 
adjusted since 2014.

Beeler proposed to 
uniformly increase the 
land values so that the 
residential sales ratio can 

increase to 92%, within 

tolerance level. As for 
commercial values, the 

median value is approxi-

mately 97% currently, so 

Beeler did not propose 
any changes for that, 
since it is within range.

She explained that 
land values needed to 
be raised double the 
2025 land values for the 

residential sales ratio to 

increase, to be within the 

90%-100% range. 
“When they ask us 

to assess land, when I 
have to figure out taxes, 

the only thing I have to 

work with is the market, 

is what people are will-
ing to pay for land and 
that’s what we need to use 

because that’s what the 

sales ratio uses.” Beeler 

stated.
Overall, the increase 

from 2025 to 2026 for 
land value in Golden 
Valley County was 6.5%, 

from $88,952,200 (2025) to 

$94,750,150 (2026).
To find more infor-

mation about property 
assessments, visit https://

www.goldenvalleycoun-
ty.org/departments/
tax-equalization/. Beel-
er’s contact information 

is also posted on this 
site and she encourages 

anyone with questions to 

contact her. 
When it came time to 

make the four motions 
on the tax equalization, 

all members, except for 

Board Member John 
Stonehocker, voted to 
approve the findings and 

the motion to declare the 

assessment roll for 2026 

City of  Beach equalized.
During the discussion, 

Stonehocker asked the 
question “What are we 
equalizing to?”, asking for 

Commissioners meet
meeting and the monthly 

vouchers.
The first order of  new 

business was to appoint 

Raynette Szudera as in-
spector for the upcoming 

election cycle.
The next item the 

Commissioners dealt with 

was a gaming site autho-

rization for the Medora 

Fire Department at the 

Buffalo Gap Guest Ranch. 

The Commissioners 
approved the authoriza-

tion, however, there were 

some questions raised 
about the process if  the 

Guest Ranch does indeed 

get sold. More informa-
tion on the matter will be 

gathered to satisfy those 

concerns.
Quotes have been 

received from Armor 
Interactive for some new 

equipment in the Com-
missioners room. The 
equipment would include 

a TV screen and keyboard 

to be installed to enable 

Zoom meetings and other 

remote gatherings that 

may be held. The pack-
age will be installed for 

approximately $ 1,500.
A new round of  

Community Foundation 

Grants will be opening 

soon, according to infor-

mation received by the 
County.

Tax Director Carla 
Beeler has completed her 

Class II certifications and 

is close to completing her 

Class I certification as 
well. Accordingly, per her 

completion of  the certifi-

cations, she will receive a 

3% pay increase.
County Auditor Tamra 

Sperry had a few items 

for the Commissioners 
to consider, one of  which 

dealt with signing the 
Clerk of  Court funding 
agreement.

State’s Attorney 
Christina Wenko report-

ed that there were some 

issues out at Home On 
The Range and there is an 

upcoming court date for 

the Booster Club embez-

zlement case, either the 

end of  April or the first 

part of  May.
Wenko also stated that 

she and Sheriff Muckle 

have been working with 

the City of  Beach on up-

dating City Ordinances.
Tax Director Carla 

Beeler appeared before 

the Commissioners to

Candidates for
2026 Primary

not to run again. May-
or Losinski is running 
unopposed. There are 
two open positions to 
serve on the Beach Park 

Board. Incumbents Rob-

in Jandt and Jon Dahl 
are running for another 

four-year term.
On the ballot for the 

City of  Beach will be:
City Council: Tom 

Marman, Bryson Sime, 
Beryl Gustin and Quin-
ton Beach

Mayor: Walter Los-
inski

Park Board: Robin 
Jandt, Jon Dahl and 
Dusty Fulton

Beach School 
District (three-year 

terms)
There are two open 

positions on the Beach 
School Board and the 
incumbents are running 

unopposed for re-elec-
tion. They are:

Rural Board Member: 

Landon Lechler
Urban Board Mem-

ber: Carrie Zachmann

City of Golva (four-

year terms and one 

unexpired two-year 

term)
There are two open 

positions on the Golva 
City Council and the 
incumbents are running 

for re-election. The last 
two years of  Mayor Joe 
Phalen’s term are up for 

election, though no-one 

filed to run for mayor, 
so that position will be 
determined by write-in 
votes on election day. 
For the park board, 
there are three open 
positions and the people 

who currently hold 
those positions have 
decided not to run.

On the ballot will be:
City Council: Mariah 

Zachmann and Gary 
Rising

Mayor: No candidate 

filed
Park Board: Kalyn 

Durnan, Kiffin Howard 
and Darin Maus

Thursday
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See SPELLING BEE, Page 2

By Judy Ridenhower
The 2026 Golden 

Valley County Spelling 
Bee was held on Feb. 5 at 

Beach City Hall.
Fifth grade spellers 

included Kedric Allen, 
Paisley Gentile, Hud-
son People and Estella 
Marquez.

Sixth grade spellers 
included Jareyn Noll, 
Zander Farstveet, Kat 
Davis and Kambree 
Dietz.

Seventh grade spell-
ers included Kenley 
Maus, Tegan Feldmann, 

Chloe Tregidga and 
Scarlett Sveet.

Eighth grade spell-
ers included Ryen Noll, 
Lizzie Hegel, Franklin 
Davidson and Bentley 

Farm Credit Services of  Mandan is pleased to an-

nounce a Rural Community Grant of  $40,000 awarded 

to the Golva Rural Fire Protection District. This grant 

will allow for new firefighting gear to be purchased.

The Rural Community Grant fund was established 

between Farm Credit Services of  Mandan, Ag Country 

Farm Credit and AgriBank to support rural needs in 

their supporting territories.

TYSON BREN, left, with Farm Credit Services in Mandan 

presents the check to Tyler Noll of the Golva Rural Fire 

Protection District.

Photo | Submitted

Grant awarded

By Gary Howard
The Golden Valley 

County Commissioners 

met Feb. 3 at the Court-
house.

The first order of  busi-

ness was the review and 

approval of  the agenda 

and minutes.
The March meeting 

date was changed to 
March 12 at 9 a.m. The 
park board meeting will 

take place during this 
meeting as well.

The Commissioners 

voted to accept the Trea-

surer’s report as written.
The Commissioners 

will meet with their 
counterparts from 
Billings County on Feb. 

17 in Medora to discuss 

a proposed road from 
Buffalo Gap north that 
would connect with the 

Knutson Creek road to 
allow traffic to access the 

Petrified Forest and other 

attractions farther north. 

There would be approxi-

mately two miles of  road 

in each county.
Beach resident Cheryl 

Planert provided the 
Commissioners with her 

plan to start an organiza-

tion called The Village in 

Beach. This organization 

is patterned after similar 

ones around the US and 

has the goal of  assisting 

elderly citizens to en-
hance their daily lives 
and well-being. Volun-
teers from the communi-

ty would do maintenance 

work, housekeeping, and 

other basic needs for the 

elderly. Group activities 

would bring residents 
together for a wide range 

of  topics to enrich their 

Commissioners hold regular meeting,

then meet with township boards

Submitted by Rachel Keohane

THE 2026 FIRE EMERGENCY & BURN RESTRICTIONS DECLARATION included the above graph and information. The 

complete declaration is posted at the Golden Valley County Courthouse.

lives as well.
Emergency Manage-

ment Coordinator Rachel 

Keohane and Sheriff Dey 

Muckle appeared to dis-

cuss changes to the burn 

ban regulations. Some 
language in the regula-
tions needs to be clarified 

for the public to avoid 
any misunderstandings.

The Commission-
ers approved the first 
reading of  the updated 

Floodplain Management 

Ordinance for Golden 
Valley County.

Road Foreman Pete 

Wirtzfeld and engineers 

from Brosz Engineering 

and KLJ Engineering 
appeared to update the 

Commissioners on the 
two bridge replacement 

projects that were done 

in the county. Both 
projects are essentially 

complete, with some 
final paperwork from 
the contractors needed 

to officially complete the 

work.
Andrew from KLJ 

stated that the west 
bridge, one of  two east of  

Sentinel Butte that are 

scheduled to be replaced, 

has been granted funds 

from the DOT Flex Fund 

program to reconstruct 

that bridge. The other 
bridge on Old Highway 

10 will be rebuilt using 

county road funds.
The Hammond bridge 

south of  Golva is also 
slated for reconstruction, 

hopefully this year. Coun-

ty road funds will be used 

to rebuild that bridge.
Representatives from 

the Council on the Arts 

have approached the 

county about putting two 

approaches with culverts 

for their new sculpture 

that will be erected 
between Sentinel Butte 

and Medora along Old 
Highway 10.

Road Foreman Wirtz-

feld updated the Commis-

sion on the work the road 

crew has been doing, 
including hauling gravel 

on some area roads.
He also shared infor-

mation about a crack 
sealing machine he is 
thinking about buying. 

The machine would 
melt blocks of  material 

used in the crack sealing 

process.
This was the final 

order of  business for 

the regular commission-

er meeting, and with 
that, the meeting was 
adjourned. The Commis-

sioners reconvened at 1 

p.m. for the annual Coun-

ty/Townships meeting.
County/Townships 

Meeting
This annual meeting 

gives the townships and 

the county the opportu-

nity to exchange infor-
mation on a whole host 

of  subjects, ranging from 

roads to weed spraying.
It is also an opportu-

nity for the county to up-

date the townships about 

any new opportunities 
for funding projects and 

any new policy changes 

from the county or state 

legislature.
Road Foreman Pete 

Wirtzfeld went over the 

rates the county would 

charge townships for 
blading roads, mowing 
and hauling gravel, 
among other services.

Auditor Tamra Sperry 

informed the township 

boards that she would 
be available to help them 

with any issues that fall 

under her area of  exper-

tise.
County Weed Con-

trol Officer Mark Egan 
provided updates on 
weed spraying, including 

cost-sharing on chemi-
cals. He also stated that 

if  someone would like the 

county spray weeds for 

them to contact him as 

soon as possible to get on 

the list.
Tax Director Carla 

Beeler shared informa-
tion about taxes for the 

upcoming year. She sees 

no increases coming on 

agricultural lands this 
year.

The Commissioners 

then asked the individual 

townships in their re-
spective districts if  they 

had any comments or if  

there were any specific 

issues that needed to be 

addressed.  All present 

seemed to be satisfied 
with the current state of  

affairs.
This meeting was then 

declared adjourned.

County spelling bee

Farstveet.
To begin the bee, 40 

written words were cho-

sen from the Scripps Na-

tional Spelling Bee list. 
Many of  the words were 

spelled correctly by all 
spellers, but the words 
“riddance” and “gran-
deur” were misspelled 

Photo | Gary Howard

THE TOP THREE SPELLERS in the 2026 contest were, left 

to right, Zander Farstveet, Kat Davis and Kedric Allen.
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