
MERCER COUNTY
COMMISSION MINUTES
September2, 2026
The meeting was called toorderat9:00 a.m.
by ChairmanRick Bauman.
Present were CommissionersJamee Folk,
Steve Guenthner, GeneWolf,Casey Voigt,
AuditorCarmen Reed,and Dan Arens of
the Hazen Star. Otherspresentduringthe
meetingwere StatesAttorneyToddSchwarz,
SheriffTerry Ternes, Tax Director/LandUse
AdministratorJennifer Neumiller, NDSU
Extension Agent Metta Pfliger, DeputyAuditor
Mark Erhardt, NextEraEnergyRepresenta-
tives Chase Dauenhauer,Ben Sand,Kristy
Smith,HighwayAssistant Supervisor Dennis
Olheiser,AndyThomas,Renee’ Carlson, Kev-
in Hafner,AlisonRitter,LoriHammer, Michael
Berg,KayleneBerg,WestonBerg,Wes Klein,
Linette Irwin,Judy Knoell,DarlysRoth,Sheila
Roth,Lanssa Eslinger,Kay Konschak,and
Elizabeth Lundstrom.
Pledge of allegiance was said.
Folk movedtoapprove the amendedagenda
with the followingchanges: add “Sheriff’s
August Revenues of$39,565.74”underOther
Business,strike the word ”Public“ from the
PublicGrievance Hearing,and add “Public
CommentPolicy”underOther Business.Wolf
seconded. Folk, Wolf, Voigt, and Bauman vot-
ed aye.Guenthnervotednay.Motioncarried.
Voigtmovedto approve the March 3,2026
regular meeting minutesas presented. Wolf
seconded. All voted aye.Motion carried.
Wolfmoved toapprovethe August 19,2026
regular meeting minutesas presented. Folk
seconded. All voted aye.Motion carried.
Due to petitioners not being properlynotified,
the grievance hearing was rescheduledto
be heldon Wednesday,September9, 2026
at 9:00 a.m. in the boardroomof the Mercer
CountyGovernment Center in Stanton,North
Dakota. It isunderstoodthat allgrievance
petitioners present,whichincludeLinette
Irwin,ElizabethLundstrom, MichaelBerg,
and KayleneBerg havebeen officiallynotified
of this hearing date and a phonecallwill be
made to notifyDarwin Knutson, who was
unable to attendthismeeting.
HighwayAssistant Supervisor DennisOlheis-
er presented the following RoughriderElectric
UtilityPermits:
•Wolf moved toapprove Permit#1781(26),
Mercer Roads 7ST SW/65 AVE N2 miles

from City ofZap, Sections3,10 & 11-T144W,
R89Nadual bore as presented.Folk second-
ed. Allvotedaye. Motioncarried.
• Guenthnermoved to approve Per-
mit#1782(26), Mercer Road65 AVE,North 2.5
miles fromCityof Zap,Section31- T145W/
R88N,& Section 3 - T144W, R89N a dual
bore as presented.Voigtseconded. All voted
aye. Motion carried.
• Wolf moved toapprove Permit#1783(26),
Mercer CountyRoad 13, in the north½ mile
of City of Zap, Sections14 &15,Township
144W,Range 89Na singlebore as present-
ed. Voigt seconded.All voted aye. Motion
carried.
• Folk movedto approve Permit#1784(26),
Mercer CountyRoad 67 AVE/CR13, North 3
miles fromCityof Zap,Section32 - T145W,
R88Na singlebore as presented. Guenthner
seconded. All votedaye.Motion carried.
• Wolf moved toapprove Permit#1785(26),
Mercer CountyRoad 67 AVE/CR13, North 1/2
milefrom City ofZap, a singlebore as pre-
sented. Folk seconded. Voigt moved to table
motionuntilmore information is received. Folk
seconded. All votedaye.Motion tabled.
NDSU Extension Agent Metta Pfliger
requested toattend the Black Hills Recreation
LeadershipLab from September19-25, 2026.
Pfligerstated the cost is within her budget and
the training is approved by herNDSU Super-
visor. Voigtmoved to approve the requested
travelaspresented. Guenthnerseconded. All
voted aye.Motioncarried.
Voigt movedto approve the August Recorder
Revenues of $5,333.65. Folk seconded.All
voted aye.Motioncarried.
Voigt movedto approve the August Sheriff’s
Revenues of $39,565.74.Wolf seconded.All
voted aye.Motioncarried.
Guenthnermotioned tomove the November
4, 2026 regularcommission meeting to No-
vember 10, 2026, due to the general election
being on November3, 2026.Voigtseconded.
Guenthnerrescindedhis motion.Guenthner
motionedtomove the 9:00 a.m. November 4,
2026 regular commission meeting to 5p.m.
due to the generalelectionbeingon Novem-
ber 3, 2026. Folkseconded. Guenthner, Folk,
and Wolf voted aye. Voigtand Bauman voted
nay.Motioncarried.

Publiccommentpolicydiscussion.States
AttorneyToddSchwarzwas presentduring
this discussion.
The followingpeoplespoke duringpublic
comment: MichaelBerg, Sheila Roth,and
Wes Klein.
Recessed at 09:55a.m.
Reconvenedat 10:00 a.m.
Discussedtabledmotion forPermit#1785(26)
with additionalinformationof ¼ mile north
of ZapSections13 and 14 –T144N/R89W
crosses 67Ave.Allvotedayeon original
motion.Motioncarried.
States AttorneySchwarzexplainedthe
correctivedeeds willcorrecta land surveying
error and a warranty deed errorfrom 1989.
Wolfmoved to approve the correctivetax
deed to the countyand correctivecounty
deed as presented. Folkseconded. Allaye.
Motioncarried.
Voigtmovedto table addressinggrievances
from theAugust24, 2026PublicHearing
untilall the grievances are heard. Guenthner
seconded. Voigtand Guenthnervotedaye.
Folk, Wolf, and Baumanvotednay.Motion
failed.Folk moved to make a motion to not
make any changes to our current ordinances.
Wolfseconded. Folk, Wolf, Guenthner,and
Bauman voted aye. Voigtvoted nay. Motion
carried.
States AttorneySchwarzclarifiedby stating
this approved motionmeans the ordinances
that are the subject of the grievances,you’re
approving as is, but as always, subjectto
change ifneeded, as per the NDCentury
Code.
2027Budgetdiscussion.Wolf moved to
approvea specialmeeting will be held on
Friday, September4,2026 at 9:00 a.m. forthe
2027Budget.Voigt seconded.Wolfrescinded
his motion.Voigtmove to have a special
meetingon Friday, September4, 2026 at 9:00
a.m. with the followingagenda items; 2027
Budgetand possiblyhiring the auditorsome
help toworkwith the budget.Wolf seconded.
All votedaye.Motioncarried.
Portfolioupdates were given.
Folk movedtoapprove the bills as presented.
Wolfseconded. Allvotedaye.Motion
carried.The followingbills wereapprovedfor
payment: BEULAHND HARDWARE $17.49;



BUTLERMACHINERYCO$2,538.80;CITY
AIR MECHANICAL,INC.$1,641.00; D &
E SUPPLY CO INC $863.89; DACOTAH
PAPER CO $1,263.00;DAKOTA BUSINESS
SOLUTIONSINC$410.99;DAKOTAFIRE
EXTINGUISHERINC $378.80; DIRTPRO
SERVICES $165.00; ELECTRONICCOM-
MUNICATIONS INC $1,287.06; FARMERS
UNIONSERVICEASSOC.LTD $1,174.00;
GUENTHNER,STEVE$335.76; HAZEN
HARDWARE HANK $176.92; HAZENSTAR
$55.00;JOHNSONCONTROLSFIRE
PROTECTIONLP$4,142.32;KIESLER
POLICE SUPPLY$182.05; KREBSAUTO
BODYLLC $447.50; KRIS ENGINEERING,
INC. $4,928.84;LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT,
INC. $324.52; MERCERCOUNTYHIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT$2,903.79;MIDCONTINENT

COMMUNICATIONS$177.05; MIDWEST
DOORSINC $394.00; MONTANADAKOTA
UTILITIES $65.20; NAPA$1,105.56;ND
ASSOCIATIONOF COUNTIES$189.00;
ND DEPTOF ENVIRONMENTALQUALI-
TY $735.00; NDSECRETARYOF STATE
$36.00;NEUBERGEROIL COMPANY
$27,676.46;North CentralInternational,
LLC $1,056.45;NORTHWESTTIREAUTO
SERVICEINC.$333.50;OLSONELECTRIC
$626.50;RDOEQUIPMENTCO$273.92;
SIGN SOLUTIONS$344.20;SWANSTON
EQUIPMENT$32,740.00;T-MOBILEUSA,
INC $87.35; THE HUB CONVENIENCE
STORES, INC.$133.60;TYLERTECH-
NOLOGIES $1,476.76;UNDERGROUND
VAULTS& STORAGEINC. $400.32; VERI-
ZON WIRELESS$1,069.20;VOIGT,CASEY

LEE $566.80; ERHARDT, MARK $142.88;
GRINSTEINNER,ALICE $938.48. (TOTAL:
$118,751.54)
There being no furtherbusiness the meeting
was adjournedat 11:26 a.m.The next
regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
September16, 2026, at 9:00a.m. in the
boardroomof the MercerCountyGovernment
Center in Stanton,NorthDakota.Meetings
can beviewedliveathttps://www.youtube.
com/@MercerCo
Approved: Rick Bauman,Chairman
Attest: CarmenReed, Auditor

(09-24-2026)


