
HAZEN CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
September8, 2026
Hazen City Hall
Present: Commissioner Haack,Commission-
er Sternand CommissionerWiedrich
Absent: President Schiferl and Commission-
er Folkerts
OthersPresent: PWDirectorBrousseau,
Water ManagerJarid Dauenhauer,Attorney
Donovan,NancyWolf,HCD/Chamber/CVB
AntoinetteHeier,TransitDirectorBrennan,
Sgt. AnthonyMelberg,Samantha Melberg,
RhondaBiffert,GeorgeReichenberg,Bob
Miller,ClydeJohnson, Wes Gunsch,Bill
Tveit,Wes Gunsch,Scott Duma, Ben Bohrer,
Dale Mulske,Randall Maas,Scott Leintz,An-
gie Leintz,EditorArens, andAuditorErhardt.
Vice-President Wiedrich called the meeting to
orderat5:30 PM.
Vice-President Wiedrich led the pledgeof
allegianceand said the prayer.
Minutes: Commissioner Haackmovedto sus-
pend the readingand approve theminutes
of theAugust 17th meeting, as presented,
second by CommissionerStern. Motion
unanimously approved.
Agenda:CommissionerSternmoved to
approve the agenda, as presented, second
by Commissioner Haack.Motionunanimous-
ly approved.
CONSULTATIONWITHATTORNEYAND
ENGINEER
Engineer’s Report: Thecommission reviewed
the engineer’sreport whichcontained no
action items. The commission was advised
thatCC Steel intends to be in the area to
complete“punch list” itemswithin the next
coupleofweeks. Nofurtheraction taken.
REQUESTOF CITIZENS
ServiceMemberMonument– American
LegionPost #189: George Reichenber,
Post Commander, advised the commission
thatan anonymousdonor has pledged
significantfundsfor the constructionof a
servicemembermemorial within the city of
Hazen. The processhas just started,and
the legion is seekingsuitable locations for
the memorial. BillTveitalso spoke about
the funding,and the legion is hoping there is
some public lands that couldbededicatedfor
the memorial whichwill honorall branchesof
the militaryand all service members. When
asked by CommissionerStern, the size of
the memorialhas not been determinedbut
itwould likelyneed one-halfof a lot or more.

No further action taken.
LocalPermit-Raffle– Buffalo Valley Archery
Club: The commission reviewed an applica-
tion fora localpermit presented by Buffalo
ValleyArcheryClub. Commissioner Haack
moved to approvelocal permit#2026-20fora
calendar raffle to be conductedeveryday of
March 2027, as requestedby BuffaloValley
ArcheryClub, second by Commissioner
Stern. Motionunanimously approved.
LocalPermit-Raffle– HazenPublic School:
The applicationwasnot received by meeting
time so there was no action taken on this
agenda item.
APPROVALOFAPPLICATIONSAND
BUILDINGPERMITS
Transient Merchant Application – South-
westernAdvantageEducationSales: The
commission reviewed the applicationof Edyta
Gawrysiak of Polandto sell educationalmate-
rials door-to-doorwithin the city ofHazen.
Ms. Gawrysiakis affiliated withSouthwestern
Advantageof Nashville,Tennesseeand
has had otherindividualsselling materials
in the city in the past. Ms. Gawrysiak also
requested the commission toconsider
wavingor reducing the fee of$25/dayfor the
dates sales will beconducted. Commissioner
Haackmoved to approvethe transientmer-
chant license as requested by Ms. Gawrysiak
with no waiver/reductionof the fees, second
by CommissionerStern. Motion unanimously
approved.
Building Permitw/VarianceRequest – R.
Maas: The commissionreviewedan
application for abuildingpermit that requires
a variance as submitted by Randall Maas.
Mr.Maas wouldliketo removea currententry
to his home at4424thAve NE and replace
itwith a larger“lean-to” structure. Mr. Maas
informedthe commission that the steps and
foundation of the home are being affectedby
watercomingoff the current structure. The
current entry is within the approvedsetback,
and Mr. Maas would like approval to build
the newstructure slightlylarger requiringa
varianceof the side propertysetbackof 5.5’.
Commissioner Sternmovedtoapprove the
building permit and varianceaspresented,
secondbyCommissionerHaack. Motion
unanimously approved.
REPORTS
Water/Sewer/Garbage:Commissioner

Stern informedthe commission that city staff
contactedhim withconcernsabout the recent
raise approved for the transit directorand
drivers. CommissionerWiedrichstated the
reason for the recentapprovedadjustment
was tobring transitCDLdrivers in line with
other city CDLholders. CommissionerStern
spokeaboutthe agreed compensationof
$0.25/hour forany certificationsor licenses
heldabove what isrequired and Commis-
sioner Wiedrich commentedthat transitdriv-
ers arestillcompensated at a rate lowerthan
non-CDLpublic worksstaff. Commissioner
Haack commentedon his reasoning for
approvingthe recent wageadjustmentand
the need for the commissionto treat all em-
ployees fairly. W/WW ManagerJarid Dauen-
hauer spoke on behalf of employeespresent
and addressed the fact that in the past year
everyonereceivedcompensationbased on
municipalitiesofa similar sizeand taxbase
and nowitwas turnedaroundwith one large
raise and the verbiageused in approvingthe
raise caused hurt feelings among other staff.
Therewas discussionon the different duties,
and working conditions, forthe variousde-
partments that led to the variedwages. Attor-
ney Donovan commentedthat this discussion
maybe better suitedfor budgetmeetings and
that it had gone beyond the scope ofportfolio
reporting. Commissioner Stern commented
that he would likethe commission to consider
further wage adjustmentsas partof the 2027
city budget. Discussion continued on making
the adjustmentsas a flatdollaramountor as
apercentage with concerns that percentage
increaseskeep wideningthe gap amongstaff
members. Ameeting will be scheduledwith
the commission and staff membersfor further
discussion.
Street/Cemetery:CommissionerHaack
informedthe board that the city receivedan
estimatefor repairs of the Case loader. PW
Director Brousseauexplained that it isan
issuewith the internal drive shaftbetween
the engine and transmissionand this amount
could change based on findings once the
repair work begins. CommissionerHaack
moved toapprove the repairs in the amount
of$13,637.10and toprovide contingent
funds, up to,$5000 for anyadditional work
that maybe required, second by Com-
missionerStern. On rollcall vote:Haack,
“Aye”,Stern, “Aye”, Wiedrich,“Aye”, motion



carried. PWDirectorBrousseau informedthe
commissionthathe will be taking the GMC
dump truck toFreedomTruckCenter foran
estimatetoaddress an oil leak. PW Director
Brousseausaid the staff willcontinueto work
on trees and stumps forcompliancewith the
EABMitigation Grant the cityreceived.
Finance/Busing/Library:Commissioner
Folkerts absent. TransitDirectorBrennan
has the Title VI Plan approval for the transit
departmentlateron the agenda.
Police/Fire/Forestry:Commissioner Wiedrich
informedthe boardaboutan estimateto
removea boulevardtree along MainStreet
that is beyondthe citystaffcapabilities.
Commissioner Wiedrich movedto approve
the estimateof$2,200as presented by
Ternes Tree Service to removethe tree in
question, second by Commissioner Haack.
Sgt. Melbergwould like time set aside to
discuss the chief ofpolice as he has had
inquiriesabout the positionand the current
staff isgettingburnedout from working a
lotof overtime. CommissionerWiedrich
explainedthat questionsregardingND
PERShave been answeredand potential
costsare incorporated intothe 2027 budget,
so the auditor was directed to preparean
advertisement for the chiefof policeposition
forpublication. Samantha Melbergindicated
she has had discussionswith Sheriff Ternes
about utilizingdeputies to cover some shifts
in the city, but compensationand otherdetails
need to be addressed.
HCD:AntoinetteHeier informedthe commis-
sion that Elevate LLC isoperationalin the old
creamerybuildingon MainStreet. The dedi-
cation of the SR-71 site in westHazen had to
be re-scheduledto October 23 toensure the
plane would be complete. HCDcontinues
to acceptand review businessgrants from
applicants.
President: PresidentSchiferlabsent.
CommissionerWiedrich reported, due to
recent dog incidents, issues with the current
ordinancewill needto be addressed at a
future meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
TransitTitle VIPlan:The commissionre-
viewed the proposedTitle VIPlan document

required by the transitdepartmentevery three
(3) years. CommissionerHaackmoved to
approve the document, as presented, second
by CommissionerStern. Motion unanimously
approved.
Request for DuplicateWarrant– J. Wallender:
The commissionerreviewed a request for
duplicate warrantsubmitted by Jen Wallendar
for acheck in the amountof $1225 thatwas
notreceived. CommissionerSternmoved to
approve the request forduplicate check,as
presented, second by Commissioner Haack.
Motionunanimously approved.
PUBLICCOMMENTS
Rhonda Biffert appeared beforethe commis-
sion and askedabout the garage beingbuilt
on 3rd StNW and the fact that it is so large
and so close to the front propertyline and
was advisedthat the commission approved
the variance for the setback,and the sidewall
heightdid not require a variance. Ms. Biffert
then commentedon howlocal permits are
handledand questionedif a husbandand
wife shouldbe allowed toconductdrawings
and then asked abouta recent permitwhere
the drawingswere not conductedat the
permitted site initially but wereafterthe city
contactedthe permit holder.
ClydeJohnson addressed the commission
to commenton the Legion monumentthat
he would like tosee a locationestablished
by the end of the year so the committee can
determine the size and cost of the monument
and that the person donating the funds for
the projectwould liketo see it constructedin
Hazen.
PW DirectorBrousseaucommentedon city
staffbeingagreatgroup that are always
willing to come in and help whenneeded
duringweather eventsand thatstaff are all
working towardobtaininga CDL. Commis-
sioner Haackcommented that officestaff also
are oftenoverlookedfor the work they do.
DirectorHeier, W/WW ManagerDauenhauer
and Samantha Melberg commentedon office
staffdealingwith the public and goingabove
and beyond to address residentconcerns.
Approvalof Bills: Commissioner Haack
movedto approve the bills,as presented,
second by Commissioner Stern. Pre-paidand
billsapprovedfor paymentare as follows:Fu-

elman Fleetcard,648.21;The Hub, 1246.85;
US Postal Service,457.54,API GarageDoor
Inc, 440.00; Benjamin Bohrer, 230.00; Black
Mountain Software,19589.42;BlackWater
Bandit LLC,2000.00;Bloom’nHouse,82.00;
Bobcat ofMandan,278.88; Cenex,3825.67;
CVB, 4912.50; Cory Beery, 300.00;Dakota
Supply Group,1089.91;Donovan& Kaffar
PLLP,1965.00; Elan Financial Services,
173.45;Fastenal,172.30; Fireside Office
Solutions,36.05;GlobalSafetyNetwork,
79.12;HazenAceHardware,601.69; HCD,
10828.75;Hazen Motor Co, 389.71;Hazen
MotorFarmEquipCo, 318.28; HazenStar,
1006.20;HealthEquity,6.50;ITD,157.80;
J-S Sanitation, 860.00; Krause’s, 23.94;
Marco TechnologiesLLC, 277.36;Matthew
Bender&Co Inc, 33.543: Menards, 56.09;
Mercer Co Treasurer, 6845.00; Millennium
Express,24.00;MDU, 4189.07; Monte
Erhardt, 80.04;MooreEngineeringInc,
16141.00;ND Dept ofHealth,54.00; NAPA,
369.13;North CentralInternationalLLC,
114.54; ND One Call Inc,27.50;Northern
SafetyCo Inc, 90.56; Pam Borlaug,97.28;
PhyllisRosendahl,20.02; Professional
Heating & Cooling, 264.95;RoughRider
Industries, 1061.43; RoughriderElectricCoop
Inc, 3687.64; SW WaterAuthority, 74816.96;
Stamps.com,85.02;The Hub, 209.53;
Uniform Center,179.97;Union State Bank,
37452.81;VerizonWireless, 561.76; Vestis,
478.14;West Dakota Lumber,163.10;West
River Telecommunications,925.76;Yvette
Erickson, 11.00.On rollcall vote:Haack,
“Aye”,Stern,“Aye”, Wiedrich,“Aye”,motion
carried.
There being no further business, the meeting
was adjournedat 6:35PM CT.The nextreg-
ular meeting of the commissionis scheduled
for Monday, September21,2026, at5:30PM
CT in the CommissionRoomof the Hazen
City Hall.
Approved: Jesse Schiferl,President
Attest: Monte J. Erhardt,Auditor

(10-01-2026)


