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Classified Ads
Classified ads are 25 words for $5 and 10¢ for each word over 

25. Call 701-473-5436 and ask about our 13-week special.

The Board of County Commissioners of Nelson County 
will accept sealed bids for the rent of the NE1/4 of Sec. 
12, Twp. 151. Rge. 59 except the parcel formerly used as 

the Nelson County landfill until February 13, 2026 at 4 p.m.
Bids will be opened and publicly read at 10 a.m., 

February 17, 2026, in the Commissioners Room at the 
Courthouse in Lakota. Bidders that submit sealed bids are 

allowed to increase their bid at that time.

More information on this parcel can be obtained at the
Nelson County Auditor’s Office, Lakota, ND.

The Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
Nathan Parks, Nelson County Auditor

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MICHIGAN CITY COUNCIL
November 10, 2025 - 5 p.m.
Meeting was called to order by 

Mayor Rysavy.
Members present: Daniel Reineke, 

Jay Gilbertson, Jay Vasichek, 
Lauri Rysavy. Members absent: 
Nathan Flom. Others present: Scott 
Gilbertson, city superintendent; Jason 
Flom, auditor; Kaitlyn, Otter Tail 
Power. Community members present: 
Rod Crommett, David Kalinoski, Bill 
Best, James Shirek, Floyd Alford, Jay 
Buhr, Elaine Larson, Maria Vasichek.

Mayor Rysavy recognized the 
community present. Asked for 
problems, concerns, issues to be 
brought forward.

Elaine Larson spoke. She asked 
for permission, along with Linda 
Miller, to decorate the Vets Park 
for Christmas. She stated they had 
already bought items last year. 
Council agreed that it would be great, 
but she would need to approach the 
park board.

Second item was she has been 
in contact with ND Game and Fish 
for a railed fishing dock placed at the 
reservoir. It would be given under 
grant from Game and Fish geared 
to youngster to give them ease for 
fishing. They would also stock the 
reservoir yearly. Legion has agreed 
to put the money up that would be 
needed to match. Council agreed 
that this would be a great opportunity 
to proceed.

Third item was a request for one 
of the fire escapes off the old school 
building. Council denied request due 
to age of the escape and other factors 
involved.

Kaitlyn from Otter Tail Power 
Company presented the second 
reading of the 20-year agreement 
between Otter Tail Power Company 
and Michigan City. Only change 
from prior contract/ordinance was 
that we would have to give OTPC 
60-day notice instead of 30-day 
notice if we intended to break the 
contract. Jay Gilbertson made a 
motion to approve second reading 
and changes to the agreement with 
OTPC. Jay Vasichek seconded. Roll 
call vote: Dan Reineke--yes, Jay 
Gilbertson--yes, Jay Vasichek--yes. 
Motion carried.

Kaitlyn thanked the council and 
left the meeting.

Maria Vasichek presented. She 
has concerns that there are 29 cars 

in Michigan that do not run and 
should fall under the Ordinance 
#144 regarding such. She stated that 
she is flipping homes and one such 
property with this problem is located 
across the street from this home. She 
presented a letter that prior council 
had NCSO draft to go with the city 
ordinance. Council Member Vasichek 
stated besides a certified letter that 
the NCSO should serve this letter 
and ordinance; they have 30 days to 
remove said vehicle. Mayor Rysavy 
offered a copy of the ordinance to 
all present.

In connection with said complaint, 
Floyd Alford spoke on the property to 
the west of him and the history the 
property owner has in Petersburg 
with collection of non-running vehicles 
over there. Council stated that they 
are aware of this and currently have 
been watching over there. Auditor 
Flom stated that currently all vehicles 
over there have driven in on their own 
accord and are licensed. Alford also 
asked about the property directly east 
of the Duffers Club. Council stated 
that the owner mows the grass and 
buildings on said property; at this time 
there is no action to be taken by city.

Jay Buhr spoke on the same 
matter and issued complaint of 
vehicles on blocks, next door in the 
backyard.

After discussion, council will take 
pictures of said vehicles to compile 
a list, after which it will be discussed 
and letter put together by the auditor. 
Auditor will talk to the NCSO to help 
with delivery of official letters and send 
them certified mail. Member Vasichek 
reminded the group that if the vehicle 
is licensed and runs that we can take 
no action on them.

Maria Vasichek, Elaine Larson, 
Floyd Alford, Jay Buhr left the meeting.

Rod Crommett, Bill Best, David 
Kalinoski and James Shirek spoke on 
behalf of the Michigan Legion. They 
stated they have gaming money they 
feel would help the city greatly, such 
as the store, food pantry, so on and 
so forth. After a discussion, council 
directed them to cut the checks 
directly to the local JDA. JDA can 
see fit where it needs to go, such 
as building repairs to the old Kite 
Building, food pantry, grocery store. 
Legion agreed with the council and 
will go directly to them. Mayor Rysavy 
and council graciously thanked 
the Legion for all their donation to 
Michigan to keep it the beautiful place 

that it is! They were also thanked for 
their recent donation toward new 
Christmas pole decorations!

Rod Crommett, Bill Best, David 
Kalinoski and James Shirek left the 
meeting.

Mayor Rysavy called for motion 
to approve the last meeting minutes. 
Jay Vasichek made a motion to 
approve as presented. Daniel 
Reineke seconded the motion. Roll 
call vote: Dan Reineke--yes, Jay 
Gilbertson--yes, Jay Vasichek--yes. 
Motion carried.

Bills were presented:
1st United Bank ..............	$1,704.93
MHF ................................	 27.95
Brager ............................	 2,000.25
Otter Tail .........................	 2,002.20
Nodak .............................	 150.00
Polar ...............................	 185.33
NCSO .............................	 1,315.00
One Call .........................	 3.00
Card Member Services ..	 1,267.22
ND Water Users Assn. ...	 125.00
John Deere Financial .....	 9,167.56
Verizon ...........................	 41.53
Hamster Oil ....................	 123.05
Farmers Union ...............	 150.00
Ferguson Waterworks ....	 1,250.00
Lakota Hardware ............	 15.56
Nelson Co. Water ...........	 2,824.98

Motion made by Jay Vasichek to 
approve. Daniel Reineke seconded. 
Roll call vote: Dan Reineke--yes, Jay 
Gilbertson--yes, Jay Vasichek--yes. 
Motion carried.

Superintendent Report -- Scott 
Gilbertson presented. Water loss 
for the month was within normal 
range. Civic Center has had 40 lights 
changed over to LED. There are about 
that many left to complete. Working on 
being winter-ready; bulk water station 
has been closed for the season. Fire 
hydrants have been flushed and 
working on a couple replacing parts. 
Burnt tree pile at the reservoir. Need 
to contact Brian Johnson to push them 
back and push back the concrete pile. 
Mixer for the water tower is in and 
waiting for Ohnstad Electric to come 
and wire it. Will be taking vacation the 
next few afternoons this week.

Auditor Report -- Jason Flom 
presented. Water shut off notices 
were presented. Bank statement, 
profit/loss and balance sheets given. 
USDA report was given and amounts 
left with them. All special assessments 
have been turned in to the Nelson 
County auditor. Discussed new policy 
for new construction houses and the 
setback rule. Will have examples next 
meeting; this will not be an ordinance 
but a policy. The new accounting and 
utility billing system was discussed, 
and auditor hopes to have it all in 
place by year’s end.

Old Business --
Spark Housing was discussed 

and Lisa from RRRC stated through 
an email that construction will begin 
in the spring. Motion was made by 
Jay Vasichek to abate the taxes 
during construction. Jay Gilbertson 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 
Dan Reineke--yes, Jay Gilbertson-
-yes, Jay Vasichek--yes. Motion 
carried.

Second reading of Ordinance 146 
(Pets in City Limits) was done. Jay 
Vasichek made a motion to approve 
the changes made to Ordinance 146. 
Daniel Reineke seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: Dan Reineke--yes, Jay 
Gilbertson--yes, Jay Vasichek--yes. 
Motion carried.

New Business --
2026 beer license for Hamster 

Oil and 2026 beer and liquor license 
for Horseshoe Bar and Grill were 
presented.

Daniel Reineke made a motion to 
approve the Hamster Oil beer license. 
Jay Vasichek seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: Dan Reineke--yes, Jay 
Gilbertson--abstain, Jay Vasichek--
yes. Motion carried.

Jay Vasichek made a motion 
to approve the Horseshoe Bar and 
Grill 2026 liquor and beer license. 
Jay Gilbertson seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: Dan Reineke--yes, Jay 
Gilbertson--yes, Jay Vasichek--yes. 
Motion carried.

Next regular meeting will be Dec. 
8, 2025 at 5 p.m.

Jay Gilbertson made motion to 
adjourn the meeting. Dan Reineke 
seconded the motion.

Respectfully submitted,
Jason M. Flom

Auditor
Amendment  Dec.  8 ,  2025: 

Jay Vasichek made a motion to 
approve as presented. Nathan Flom 
seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously by roll call vote.

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MICHIGAN CITY COUNCIL
December 8, 2025 - 5 p.m.

Mayor Rysavy called the meeting 
to order.

Members  p resen t :  Dan ie l 
Reineke, Nathan Flom, Jay Vasichek, 
Jay Gilbertson via Teams online. 
Others present: Scott Gilbertson, city 
superintendent; Jason Flom, auditor. 
Community members present: Maria 
Vasichek, Jay Buhr, Bernie Linstad, 
Renee Anderson, Allen Orwick.

Mayor Rysavy acknowledged 
the community group present and 
asked for comments/concerns from 
each. Maria Vasichek started with 
her follow-up on Ordinance #144 
and complaint submitted last month. 
Mayor Rysavy and Auditor Flom both 
stated that the letter used in the past 
that was written by a prior sheriff 
and our ordinance were given to the 
sheriff’s department and they were 
going to review. Daniel Reineke spoke 
on his finding within town. Questions 
were asked by different one in the 
group present. It was explained that 
some of the cars listed were used 
and licensed. Member Flom had 
texted Petersburg mayor and she 
had sent over their new ordinance on 
dilapidated vehicles. Copies of this 
ordinance, along with Michigan City 
current ordinance, were distributed to 
the group for review. Discussion was 
held that Michigan City ordinance was 
solid but for enforcement we would 
need to work with NCSO.

Discussion was also held on the 
old school building, nursing home and 
three houses that need to come down. 
It was asked of the council to please 
share an update to the group. Auditor 
Flom stated he will contact Sheriff 
Schwind to attend our next meeting.

Group left the meeting.
Minutes from Nov. 10, 2025 

meet ing were presented.  Jay 
Vasichek made a motion to accept 
the minutes as presented. Nathan 
Flom seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously by roll call vote.

Bills were presented as follows:
1st United Bank ..............	$1,704.93
NAPA ..............................	 3.99
Brager ............................	 1,950.50
Otter Tail .........................	 1,899.06
Polar ...............................	 185.54
NCSO .............................	 1,315.00
One Call .........................	 3.00
Card Member Services ..	 795.28
Catalis ............................	 1,064.00
Verizon ...........................	 41.53
Hamster Oil ....................	 221.40
USBank ..........................	 1,945.00
GF Utility Billing .............	 52.46
Ferguson ........................	 1,700.75
Total ................................	$12,882.44

Jay Vasichek made a motion to 
approve all bills as presented. Jay 
Gilbertson seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll 
call vote.

Superintendent Report -- Water 
loss is at a normal state. Christmas 
lights are up, including the second 
set of new ones. Peggy Kalinoski 
donated to Civic Center for the old 
snowflakes. Burials are done for the 
season at the cemetery as the ground 
was frozen. Lift station generator was 
fixed. Lagoon had transfers from one 
cell to another.

Auditor Report -- Transition to 
Banyon is ongoing. No one is on 
the shut-off list for water. Upcoming 
doctor’s appointments so will be out 
of office a couple days in December. 
Pete Beasley has sold the old Leroy 
Sparks property to Shaun Walkin. 
Water station bills have been sent out 
for the summer 2025 season. Civic 
Center will be busy in the month of 
December.

Old Business --
Ordinance #144 was discussed 

at length. Council will discuss more 
about it at the next regular meeting 
when Sheriff Schwind is present.

New Business --
Jay Vasichek submitted his 

resignation effective immediately. 
Mayor Rysavy and the rest of the 
council thanked him for his time. Jay 
stated that the two different councils 
he served on through the years have 
been great!

Auditor Flom reminded all the next 
meeting is Jan. 12, 2026 at 5 p.m.

Nathan Flom made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. Jay Vasichek 
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Jason M. Flom

Auditor
Amendment Jan. 12, 2026 at 5:35 

p.m.: Nathan Flom made a motion to 
approve the minutes as presented. 
Jay Gilbertson seconded the motion. 
Motion passed by roll call vote.

Business &
Service Directory

AGRICULTURE

Devils Lake
701-662-5051

Lakota
701-247-2917

First Care Health Center
115 Vivian St., Park River, ND

Phone 701-284-7555
First Care Rural Health Clinic

Family Practice Medicine
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon

HEALTHCARE

Dr. Tom 
Dunham
Optometrist

“Complete Visual Care”
OPEN MONDAYS ONLY

Located in the
Nelson-Griggs District

Health Unit Office
in McVille, ND

APPOINTMENTS CAN BE MADE 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

BY CALLING 322-5111

T. H. RENOVATIONS
TOM HESS
PO Box 24
Lakota, ND 58344
~ Licensed & Insured ~
Schedule your next 

project now!
Call•Text•Email for Estimate

701-247-3567 or tomhess1234@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
DRS. MOEN, ENDERLE &

JOHNSTON OPTOMETRISTS
Highway 2 East, Devils Lake, ND

Between Lake Toyota & Mr. & Mrs. J’s
PHONE: 662-4085

HOURS: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

OPTOMETRISTS

Nelson County has  2 or 3 
bedroom townhouses located in 
Aneta, Lakota, McVille, Michigan, 
Petersburg and Tolna. Rent is 
based on 30% of adjusted gross 
income.
Please send in application 

to be placed on waiting 
list.
For more information, please call  

Nelson County Public Housing 
at 701-746-2745. Ask for 
Brenda.

NELSON COUNTY
PUBLIC HOUSING

INSURANCE

Serving the area since 1946
Mark Huso

and 
Beau & Taylor Schaley

210 Main St. -:- P.O. Box 546
Lakota ND 58344

Phone 701-247-2468
www.lakotafarmservice.com

Lakota Farm 
ServicesBecause Every Home - 

and Every Acre - Matters
Assistance with buying or 

selling homes and land

(O) 701-947-5626 
(C) 701-789-1768

102 8th St. N, New Rockford
www.vorlandlandcompany.com

LAND/REAL ESTATE

Call to advertise:
701-473-5436

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

ND FARM LAND values surge 
upward. Are you selling or renting? 
Pifer ’s Auction and Farm Land 
Management. Bob Pifer, 701-371-
8538. Kevin Pifer, 701-238-5810. 
Free evaluation.	 (N)13p

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to help 
find missing children and prevent 
abduction. Fast, free pickup, running 
or not , 24 -hour response. No 
emission test required, maximum tax 
deduction. Support Find the Children, 
call: 1-833-545-0694.	 (N)13p

LOOKING FOR THE most complete 
listing of ND media? ND Media Guide. 
Call 701-223-6397, ND Newspaper 
Association.	 (N)13p

AUTOS WANTED

VIAGRA AND CIALIS users! 50 pills 
SPECIAL $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417.	
		  (N)13p

WE BUY VINTAGE guitars! Looking 
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar t in, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg, and Gibson 
mandolins / banjos. 1-833-641-
7066.	 (N)13p

HAVE A NEWS release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call does 
it all. 701-223-6397.	 (N)13p

YOU CAN PL ACE  a 25 -word 
classified ad -- like this one -- in 
every North Dakota newspaper for 
only $160. It’s easy. Contact this 
newspaper for details.	 (N)13p

CA$H PAID FOR high-end men’s 
sport watches! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands only! 
Call 1-833-641-6634.	 (N)13p

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt, we help 
you be debt-free in as little as 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
now: 1-877-688-0872.	 (N)13p

WE BUY HOUSES for cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-701-498-1853.	 (N)13p

WAT E R A N D F I R E  d a m a g e 
restoration. Our trusted professionals 
will restore your home to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-936-0513. Mold 
remediat ion services are also 
available!	 (N)13p

HEALTH/MEDICAL

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged frames? 
Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be 
the answer! Call for a consultation 
and FREE quote today. 1-877-200-
2734.	 (N)13p

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable 
and experienced. Competitive rates. 
From simple household problems 
to installing a brand new electrical 
system, we can take care of it all! 
Call now and have the ZIP Code of 
the service location when you call! 
1-877-403-0282.	 (N)13p

HELP WANTED

MAYPORT-CG SCHOOL hiring: 
Full-time agricultural ed teacher 
star ting August 2026. Apply to 
Superintendent Michael Bradner: 
900 Main St. W, Mayville, ND; 701-
788-2281; Michael.bradner@may-
portcg.com.	 (N)13p

STAFF ENGINEER, SPEARFISH, 
SD. Responsible for CAD activities, 
engineering support (office/field), 
administering the city’s floodplain 
ordinance. Star t ing range. PE 
$96,512.00, FE $87,422.40. www.
cityofspearfish.com.	 (N)13p

FIREARM/AMMUNITION
AUCTION

HUGE FIREARMS AND ammunition 
auction. Over 1,000 total lots, online 
at BidOrr.com. Modern and vintage 
ammo, long guns and handguns. 
Bidding closes February 18. Orr 
Auctioneers.	 (N)13p

The North Dakota Game & 
Fish Department announces the 
following summary of regulations from 
amendment No. 1 of the 2025-2026 
small game, waterfowl, and furbearer 
proclamation.

The 2026 spring light goose 
conservation order will be in effect 
Feb. 21 - May 10, 2026. Only light 
geese may be taken. Light geese 
include snow geese, blue geese, and 
Ross’s geese. There will be no daily or 
possession limit on light geese during 
the conservation order.

Apply online at gf.nd.gov.
A complete proclamation along 

with amendment No. 1 that contains 
regulations for the 2026 spring light 
goose conservation order is available 
from the NDGF Department, 100 N 
Bismarck Expy, Bismarck, ND 58501-
5095, Ph: 701-328-6300, or online at 
gf.nd.gov.

Nelson 
County
News, Events, Sports, 
Legals, Happenings, 

Classifieds and More!
Find it all in the

PO Box 98 • Minnewaukan, ND 58351
----- 701-473-5436 -----

lamerican@polarcomm.com

LakotaLakota
AmericanAmerican

ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m.

Michigan Ambulance Building, 117 Broadway N., Michigan, ND

Michigan Area Ambulance District
NOTICENOTICE

On January 29, Gov. Kelly 
Armstrong rolled out the Gov-
ernor’s Legacy Soil Health and 
Habitat Program, a cooperative 
effort to improve soil health 
and wildlife habitat on margin-
ally productive cropland across 
North Dakota’s rural landscape.

Joining Armstrong at a capi-
tol press conference to unveil the 
program were state Agriculture 
Commissioner Doug Goehring, 
Game and Fish Director Jeb 
Williams and ND Association 
of Soil Conservation Districts 
Executive Director Rhonda 
Kelsch, along with roughly 50 
partners and supporters of the 
pilot project.

The goal of the voluntary 
working lands program is to 
help North Dakota farmers 
strengthen cropland productiv-
ity and resilience with perennial 
grass cover, while improving soil 
health and water retention and 
creating much-needed wildlife 
habitat and access for hunters.

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment partnered with the As-
sociation of Soil Conservation 
Districts to secure $4.3 million 
from the state’s Outdoor Heri-
tage Fund, along with $2.2 mil-
lion in matching contributions 
from partners, for the two-year, 
$6.5 million pilot project.

“This joint effort will help 
preserve and promote our rich 
heritage of farming and hunting 
for generations to come, while 
also showcasing the spirt of 
cooperation that makes North 
Dakota special,” Armstrong 
said. “Healthy soils and wild-

life habitat are essential to 
our strong economy and the 
unmatched quality of life that 
makes North Dakota the best 
place to live, work and raise a 
family.”

“This gives us the ability to 
look at planting some perennial 
grasses in a short period -- I love 
that flexibility about it,” Goeh-
ring said, adding, “There’s a lot 
of value in this . . . It’s going to 
do more to change the landscape 
and help landowners and sports-
men out there.”

Williams said the additional 
grassland will provide much-
needed cover for deer and grass-
land birds. Access is not a re-
quirement of the program, but 
producers can elect to receive 
additional incentives for access 
if they enroll in the state’s ex-
isting Private Lands Open To 
Sportsmen (PLOTS) program. 

The program could be used to 
enhance habitat on existing 
PLOTS land, Williams said, 
noting the program has received 
input and broad support from 
ag, conservation and energy 
partners.

“This program is designed 
to be simple, locally led and 
producer-friendly,” Williams 
said. “Our goal is to create a 
soil health and habitat program 
with strong support from all 
partners to build a lasting legacy 
of healthy soils, thriving habi-
tats and resilient communities.”

The Association of Soil Con-
servation Districts will admin-
ister the program, with local 
delivery through soil conserva-
tion districts and partners.

“This working lands pro-
gram will encompass envi-
ronmental stewardship, an 
economic return on investment, 

Statewide program to improve
ND’s soil health and wildlife habitat

and increased development of 
wildlife habitat. Through these 
tools we will continue to build 
upon a legacy North Dakota can 
be proud of,” Kelsch said.

The pilot program will cover 
approximately 10,000 acres, 
with the goal of eventually 
seeking dedicated funding to 
execute the program on a larger 
scale. All types of cropland are 
eligible for the program, which 
offers annual payments on five-
year agreements for producers 
to establish perennial grasses. 
Producers are also eligible to 
receive a crop insurance pre-
mium reduction in coordination 
with USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency, on acres seeded to pe-
rennial grasses.

The “Legacy” title of the 
program is an acronym for 
Land stewardship, Ecology and 
energy, Growth and governance, 
Agriculture and access, Conser-
vation and collaboration, and 
Yield and your future.

Landowners interested in 
this effort to improve soil health 
and wildlife habitat can contact 
their local soil conservation dis-
trict at NDASCD.com. Enroll-
ment is open as of February 2.

The Outdoor Heritage Fund 
was created during the 2013 
legislative session and receives a 
portion of the state’s oil and gas 
gross production tax. The Out-
door Heritage Fund Advisory 
Board recommended approval of 
the program to the ND Industri-
al Commission, which approved 
the program December 17.


