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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
DAKOTA PRAIRIE SCHOOL 

BOARD
March 11, 2026 - 7 p.m.

- In person/Zoom
The meeting was called to order 

by Chairperson Dave Blasey with 
members Jennifer Rusten, Charlie 
Stein and Nikki Ohnstad present. Anna 
Halvorson was present via Zoom. Also 
present were Superintendent Jay 
Slade; Principals Jackie Bye and Clay 
Johnson; and Lori Dahl, business 
manager.

The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.

Motion by Charlie Stein, seconded 
by Jennifer Rusten, to approve the 
agenda with the addition of the athletic 
director report. All in favor, motion 
carried.

The board called for public 
comment at this time. There being 
none, the meeting continued.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Nikki Ohnstad, seconded 

by Jennifer Rusten, to adjourn to 
executive session under NDCC 44-
04.19.1(9) Family Education Rights 
ad Privacy Act (FERPA). Time went 
into session: 7:04 p.m.

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING
The board reconvened to regular 

session at 7:21 p.m.
The minutes and bil ls were 

presented for consideration. Motion 
by Charlie Stein, seconded by Anna 
Halvorson, to approve the minutes as 
printed and the bills for payment. All 
in favor, motion carried.
Advanced Business
   Methods ......................	 $1,867.64
Kayte Avdem ..................	 88.60
Jason Beglau .................	 23.87
Stephanie Bina ...............	 80.75
Kristin Brodell .................	 50.00
City of McVille ................	 397.25
Cole Papers, Inc. ...........	 1,052.69
Lori Dahl .........................	 628.50
Dickey Rural Networks ..	 4,606.41
D & M Service ................	 982.56
EduTech .........................	 20.00
Farmers Union Oil Co. ...	 5,139.90
Farmers Union Oil Co.
   --Tolna .........................	 638.21
Farmers Union Oil
   --Aneta ........................	 1,230.89
Farmers Union
   Lumberyard .................	 51.35
Kathy Gewont .................	 1,798.20
Gilbertson’s ....................	 3,930.92
Gjovik Repair ..................	 100.00
Gunderson, Sharon .......	 29.25
Hamster Oil, LLC ............	 1,929.24
Information Technology
   Dept. ............................	 202.39
Todd Johnson .................	 1,687.00
Jostens, Inc. ...................	 725.40
J. W. Pepper ...................	 103.19
Haley Klefstad ................	 67.00
Kolenda Heating
   & Cooling .....................	33,631.83
LR Special Education ....	94,946.79
Lakeview Books .............	 116.95
Lakota American ............	 159.12
LeeAnn Loe ....................	 50.00

Courtney Lofstrom .........	 13.47
Luehring Repair, LLC .....	 736.90
Dustin Martin ..................	 234.90
Menards .........................	 389.85
Jim & Marlene
   Monsebroten ...............	 112.00
ND Center for Distance
   Education ....................	 458.00
NDTC .............................	 282.05
Martin Olsen ...................	 44.78
Otter Tail Power Co. .......	 8,424.15
Pearce & Durick .............	 356.25
Petersburg Oil Corp. ......	 35.50
Polar Communications ...	 1,511.84
Rysavy Plumbing
   & Heating ....................	 756.56
Summit Fire Protection ..	 1,271.18
Tri-County Water Users,
   Inc. ...............................	 111.20
Victory Diesel, LLC ........	15,188.38
Total ............................ 	$186,262.91

Athletic Director Report -- Girls 
basketball had a good season; they 
ended just short of the regional 
tournament. Boys basketball is in the 
regional tournament, will be playing in 
the title game of the region on March 
12. Track has started; practice rotates 
between Lakota Community Center, 
Lakota High School and Dakota 
Prairie High School. Still looking for 
a junior high softball coach. Baseball 
will start next week. Boys golf has 
sign-up sheets out. Winter banquet 
is set for April 1. Mr. Sand is working 
on a report to NDHSAA showing that 
our coaches are certified. He attended 
the athletic director meeting in Devils 
Lake for NE Region and reported 
on next year’s changes, and he will 
be attending NDIAAA conference. 
Pictures for spring sports are being 
scheduled.

Elementary Principal Report -- 
March and April events. Elementary 
volleyball started this past Monday; 
eight from 5th grade and 16 6th grade 
students. NAEP tests were today for 
4th grade. Parent-teacher conferences 
and professional development will be 
on March 18 in McVille. ND A+ tests at 
the end of April and beginning of May. 
Spelling bee was held in McVille. Mr. 
Slade thanked Dr. Bye and Traci and 
Hunter Sand for all the help with the 
spelling bee. The counseling intern 
interview was held today; it may 
be possible to have the person two 
days per week. Elementary student 
council fundraisers will be used for a 
playground bench in memory of Liam 
D. and to a family fundraiser that is 
held in April. Building maintenance, 
student successes and challenges 
were also reported. Pre-K numbers 
for next year look to be six with a 
possibility of more.

High School Principal Report -- 
Student recognition. E-sports: three 
went to state, wrestling is complete; 
we have students in hockey and they 
are also done with their seasons. 
Mathcounts team is going to state 
in Bismarck. Large group music 
competed today and the choir and 
band performed very well. The 8th 

graders are going curling. Speech 
is mid-season; we have one student 
qualified in two events for state; the 
regional meet will be in McVille. Prom 
was discussed. Job openings: junior 
high math position and business 
position and para position will be 
open. Parent-teacher conferences 
and PD. State testing is mid-April. Met 
with safety committee and concerns. 
Snow on the streets. Nominated Betty 
Hurst for Nelson County Teacher of 
the Year. Teacher observations are 
in progress.

Supe r i n t enden t  I t ems  f o r 
Discussion -- Information for open 
enrollment forms that were approved 
for attendance in Lakota.

Staff resignations and retirements 
were discussed. Mara Berdal and 
Kelly Johnson are resigning at the 
end of this school year. Motion by 
Anna Halvorson, seconded by Charlie 
Stein, to accept the resignations with 
regret. All in favor, motion carried.

We have three retirements at the 
elementary at the end of this school 
term: Sharon Gunderson, Mona 
Marquart and Glenn Phillips. Motion 
by Jennifer Rusten, seconded by Nikki 
Ohnstad, to accept the resignations of 
Sharon Gunderson, Mona Marquart 
and Glenn Phillips with regret at the 
end of this school term. All in favor, 
motion carried.

Superintendent Slade’s second 
evaluation was completed at this time.

Policies BEC and GACA were 
presented for second reading. Motion 
by Charlie Stein, seconded by Jennifer 
Rusten, to approve policies BEC and 
GACA for second reading. All in favor, 
motion carried.

Policies FBA, FCA, GACE, HCBA, 
KACA and KADA were presented for 
updates. Motion by Jennifer Rusten, 
seconded by Charlie Stein, to approve 
the updates to policies FBA, FCA, 
GACE, HCBA, KACA and KADA. All 
in favor, motion carried.

The f inancia l  reports were 
reviewed. Motion by Charlie Stein, 
seconded by Jennifer Rusten, to 
approve the financial reports as 
presented. All in favor, motion carried.

New Business -- Spelling bee was 
discussed; the board would like a letter 
sent to the county commissioners 
stating their disappointment in the lack 
of preparation and communication 
f rom the off ice of  the county 
superintendent of schools regarding 
the spelling bee. Motion by Anna 
Halvorson, seconded by Charlie 
Stein, to send a letter to the county 
commissioners. All in favor, motion 
carried.

Next meeting is April 15, 2026 
at 7 p.m.

Motion by Charlie Stein to adjourn, 
seconded by Nikki Ohnstad. All in 
favor, motion carried.

Lori Dahl
Business Manager

Dave Blasey
Chairperson

Sudoku answers

Weather report
MICHIGAN

Reports from the NDSU ND 
Agricultural Weather Network 
station at Michigan for the 24-
hour period each day.
Date 	 High	 Low	 Rain
April 20	 68	 27	
April 21	 69	 29	
April 22	 81	 41	
April 23	 78	 37	
April 24	 53	 34	
April 25	 45	 27	
April 26	 55	 25	

Weather report
PEKIN

Reports from the NDSU ND 
Agricultural Weather Network 
station at Pekin for the 24-hour 
period each day.
Date 	 High	 Low	 Rain
April 20	 71	 24	
April 21	 70	 27	
April 22	 81	 45	 .01
April 23	 73	 38	
April 24	 55	 32	
April 25	 47	 25	
April 26	 57	 24	

The FIFA World Cup 2026TM 
will attract fans from all over 
the globe when the competition 
kicks off on June 11. 

Sixteen cities across Canada, 
Mexico and the United States 
will welcome players and fans 
for the truly global sporting 
event this June.

The action is always unpre-
dictable at the World Cup, but 
one thing fans can count on is 
an opportunity to see the world’s 
best players compete at a high 
level. When the games begin 
this June, these are some of the 
more notable players fans will 
have their eyes on.

· Kylian Mbappé, France: 
As the careers of Lionel Messi 
and Cristiano Ronaldo wind 
down, Mbappé, the 27-year-old 
forward and French captain, 
might be the heir apparent as 
the face of global soccer. Mbappé 
already has made history in 
the World Cup, scoring three 
goals in the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Final, a feat that had not 
been accomplished since 1966. 
Despite his heroics, Mbappé and 
his fellow Frenchmen lost the 
final to Messi and Argentina 

in 2022, and they will surely be 
looking to rebound from that 
loss this summer.

· Lautaro Martinez, Ar-
gentina: Speaking of heir ap-
parents, Martinez might just 
be the man to fill that role for 
defending World Cup champions 
Argentina, who at press time 
were still unsure if Messi was 
going to suit up this summer. 
While there’s no filling Messi’s 
shoes, the 28-year-old Martinez 
is more than capable of making 
his mark. Indeed, Martinez 
scored the lone goal, an extra-
time game winner, in the 2024 
Copa América Final, seemingly 
setting the stage for more hero-
ics this summer.

· Pedro Gonzalez Lopez, 
Spain: Known simply as “Pe-
dri,” this 23-year-old Span-
ish midfielder seems poised to 
bolster his already impressive 
reputation among soccer fans 
this summer in North America. 
Known for his creativity on the 
pitch, Pedri’s dribbling and 
passing and undeniable talent 
at making plays could make 
him the breakout star at this 
summer’s World Cup.

· Vinícius Júnior, Brazil: 
No country has won more World 
Cup titles than Brazil, and if the 
Brazilians are to add a sixth 
trophy to their credit this sum-
mer, then the man some refer 
to as “Vini Jr.” figures to be 
in the thick of things. Vinícius 
will turn 26 on July 12, and the 
Brazilian forward undoubtedly 
hopes to make this year’s birth-
day celebration one he remem-
bers for coinciding with Brazil’s 
run to another World Cup Final. 
The lightning-quick Vinícius is 
among the most exciting players 
in the world, and his dribbling is 
sure to make fans marvel.

· Alphonso Davies, Cana-
da: The multi-talented 25-year-
old Davies captains the Cana-
dian squad and has become 
the face of the sport in Canada. 
Explosiveness characterizes 
Davies’ game, which opened eyes 
during the FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar in 2022. A left-back, wing-
er and wing-back, Davies’ pace is 
hard to match, and his dribbling 
and playmaking ability is sure to 
inspire host-nation fans across 
Canada this summer. 
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Players to watch at the 2026 FIFA World Cup
One of the most popular 

sports in the United States, 
NASCAR has a rich history 
steeped in tradition. The fol-
lowing are some of the more im-
portant moments in the history 
of stock car racing’s governing 
body.

-- December 1947: By late 
1947, stock car racing was grow-
ing in popularity, and tracks 
were struggling to handle the 
crowds and cars. Recognizing 
this and other issues, including 
less than trustworthy promoters 
who would often leave events 
before paying drivers, facing his 
sport, Bill France, Sr. organized 
a meeting in Daytona Beach, 
Fla. France, Sr. gathered own-
ers, drivers and even mechanics 
at the Streamline Hotel, setting 
the foundation for NASCAR. 
Within months, the National 
Association for Stock Car Auto 
Racing would form.

-- February 1948: Behind the 
wheel of his Ford Modified, Red 
Byron wins the first sanctioned 
NASCAR race on a beach course 
in Daytona.

-- September 1950: Dar-
lington International Raceway 
becomes the first asphalt super 
speedway to host a NASCAR 
event. Driving a 1950 Plymouth 
owned by France, Sr., Johnny 
Mantz won the 500-mile event.

-- July 1952: The first NAS-
CAR competition to take place 
outside of the United States is 
held on a dirt track in Stam-

ford Park, Ontario, Canada. 
The 200-mile event was won by 
Buddy Shuman and marked the 
only victory of Shuman’s career.

-- February 1959: The first 
Dayton 500 is held at what is 
now the Daytona International 
Speedway in Daytona Beach, 
Fla. The event, which remains 
the sport’s most prestigious 
race, coincided with the open-
ing of the speedway. Lee Petty 
won the race, which featured a 
prize of just more than $19,000. 
By 2013, when Jimmie Johnson 
won his second Daytona 500, the 
winner’s purse had ballooned to 
more than $1.5 million.

-- December 1963: Wendell 
Scott wins a NASCAR race at 
Jacksonville Speedway, becom-
ing the first African-American 
in NASCAR history to win a 

Key moments in NASCAR history
premier division race.

-- November 1979: Richard 
Petty, the son of inaugural 
Daytona 500 winner Lee Petty, 
wins his seventh series cham-
pionship, a record at the time. 
Dale Earnhardt would later tie 
Petty, and both men still hold 
the record today.

-- February 1998: Racing 
in his twentieth Daytona 500, 
Dale Earnhardt wins his first 
one, snapping a 59-race winless 
streak in the process.

-- 2003: Brian France, the 
grandson of NASCAR founder 
Bill France, Sr., takes over as 
American CEO and Chairman 
of NASCAR, taking over the 
position from his father.

-- 2004: The Chase for the 
NASCAR NEXTEL Cup is an-
nounced. This announcement 
gave the sport a postseason 
similar to a playoff. Since 2008, 
this has been referred to as the 
“Chase for the Sprint Cup,” a 
name change made necessary 
by the merger of NEXTEL and 
Sprint.

-- November 2009: Jimmie 
Johnson becomes the first driver 
to win four consecutive champi-
onships. Johnson would add to 
his legend the following season 
by winning his fifth consecutive 
championship and then again 
in 2013 by winning his sixth 
overall championship, leaving 
him one shy of the all-time 
record of seven championships 
held by Richard Petty and Dale 
Earnhardt. 

-metrocreativeconnection

Did You Know?

When the FIFA World Cup 2026™ 
begins on June 11, billions of viewers 
across the globe might be watching. 
According to the FIFA Annual Report 
2025, the international governing body 
of football (soccer in the United States) 
estimates that the World Cup could 
reach a global audience of six billion 
people across various viewing platforms 
in 2026. In early 2026, FIFA announced 
agreements with YouTube and TikTok, 
which will feature certain parts of the 
World Cup broadcasts live.    
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