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Weighted in Genetics, 
      Loaded with Value

Annual Angus Production Sale    1:00 pm

Tuesday, may 5, 2026

Mike & Shari Wendel 
10213 68th St SE 

LaMoure, ND 58458 
H: (701) 883-5254
C: (701) 710-0425 

 Buy a WL bull and Buy a WL bull and 
get an extra bidder on get an extra bidder on 

your calves! your calves! 

www.wendellivestock.com Check us out online! 
Check us out online! 

Wendel Livestock

WL Architect 504WL Architect 504
EPDS: BW -0.6 WW +72 YW +110 MILK +23

RE +.57 MARB +0.8 $M +109 $C +304
Reg # 21373772  S ARCHITECT 1780 x MAC GEYSER 434G 

• 135 Angus Bulls
• 110 Angus Heifers
• Customer Consigned   
   Open Heifers

Selling

  Family      Night
Saturday, April 25, 2026

6:00 p.m. Meal  •  7:00 p.m. Bingo
Mayor-Morlock Post 250, GACKLE LEGION HALL - Gackle, ND

20 Games - Bingo Cards: 1 for $6 or 2 for $10
Brown bags drawings @ $1 per ticket or $20 per arm length

Sloppy Joes, chips, pickles, bars, pop, coffee, water
will be sold at 6:00 p.m. and intermission

Proceeds to benefit: Local Students, America’s Veterans, Their Families, Our Military, and
Our Community by our Devotion to Mutual Helpfulness.

American Legion Auxiliary Bingo

UNOFFICIAL MEETING 
MINUTES OF LEHR CITY 
COUNCIL APRIL 9-2026

Meeting called to order at 7:25PM 
following the city tax equalization 
meeting.

Roll call: Bader, Inselman, Dall-
man and L. Dallman. Pledge to the 
flag recited by all.

There were no guests at the 
meeting.

The agenda approved with one 
addition, 1st Inselman, 2nd Bader, 
carried.

Minutes of March approved, 1st 
Dallman, 2nd by L. Dallman, car-
ried.

Financial report approved, mo-
tion by Dallman, second Bader, 
carried. Bills paid in March as fol-
lows:  7005 Lehr PO $234.00, A/W 
MDU $1,390.11, 7006 ND Sewage 
$595.00, 7007 Homestead $46.61, 
7008 Logan County $250.00, 
7009 McIntosh County $133.37, 
7010 Core & Main $2,374.87, 
7011  NDDH $27.00, 7012 Gahner 
$1,704.30, 7013 Wanda Zimmer-
man $2,212.51, 7014 Wadman 
$253.50, 7015 Richter $10.00, 
A/W IRS $573.55,  7016 W. Zim-
merman $360.16, 7017 Insel-
man $221.64, 7018 L. Dallman 
$221.64, 7019 Dallman $221.64, 
7020 Bader $147.76,  7021 Wad-
man $301.21.  

Passbook Savings accts. Ap-
proved-Dallman motion. 2nd L. 
Dallman, carried.  

Auditor Reports:  discussed past 
due wsg accts., no action on Credit 
Bureau accts, letter from Unison 
and Job Service.

Council reports: Dallman-park 
is good. Auditor to order some 
new table covers. Mayor spoke on 
landfill-pushed up tree piles and as 
soon as is dry enough landfill will 

Minutes of

Lehr City CouncilLehr City Council
open. He also did one marking at 
the cemetery for a burial.

Mayor reported on the large 
amount of water used, checked for 
possible leaks and none found. Lift 
station is working well. 

Old Business: auditor gave infor-
mation and read correspondence 
from James Ruff estate owner. 
Motion from Dallman and second 
by Inselman for auditor to respond 
with questions needing to be an-
swered, carried.

New Business:  2nd qtr. wsg 
rates reviewed and motion by Dall-
man, second Bader for rates to re-
main as are now, roll call all ayes, 
motion carried. Discussion on re-
imbursement for work sexton does 
and he desires no wages.  

Motion to pay bills by Dallman, 
second by Inselman, carried.  First 
reading of Lehr City Cemetery Or-
dinance 2026 was done. Motion 
by Dallman, second by L. Dallman 
to approve the first reading and to 
suspend with the second reading 
and for ordinance to become ef-
fective immediately after the roll 
call vote taken with all ayes, mo-
tion carried. Auditor presented a 
contract received from Maguire for 
water tower cleaning out, the last 
time it was done was in 2021, mo-
tion to do by Bader, second L. Dall-
man, carried. 

Lehr Veterans Memorial financial 
report approved, 1st Inselman, 2nd 
Bader, carried. The hall is rented 
out for a graduation reception. All 
old tables and chairs have been 
removed.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 
8:35 PM by Dallman, second Bad-
er, carried.

“The City of Lehr is an equal op-
portunity provider and employer.”

By Michael Standaert
North Dakota
News Cooperative 

North Dakota farmers face 
unprecedented price increases 
heading into the planting sea-
son due to supply chain con-
straints stemming from the Iran 
war. 

A hit to North Dakota’s agri-
culture economy could put more 
pressure on farms trying to stay 
afloat as well as impact jobs in 
communities where farming is 
the primary economic driver. 

Valerie Wagner, president of  
the North Dakota Farm Bureau 
said the longer farmers spend 
time in this “unprecedented 
area” adds more uncertainty 
for decisions about planting go-
ing into the spring. 

“Most of  the people I’ve talked 
to didn’t contract everything 
they thought they’d need, be-
cause they were hoping that 
with some of  the things that 
were going on and some of  the 
promises that were being made, 
that maybe prices would actu-
ally come down,” Wagner said.

Instead, they’ve gone much 
higher. 

Average diesel prices are clos-
ing in on $5 per gallon in North 
Dakota and are nearly $1.50 
higher per gallon than they 
were at this time last year. 

On April 7, the U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration fore-
casted that elevated fuel prices 
are expected to extend through 
the year.

“That impacts absolutely ev-
erything,” said Evan Montgom-
ery, ND Soybean Council Vice 
Chairman and a third-genera-
tion grain farmer from Grand 
Forks. “Every day we get out of  
bed we have to pay a fuel bill.” 

High fertilizer costs are a ma-
jor concern with urea prices 
spiking 47% since February 
and nitrogen fertilizer prices up 
30%, according to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. 

An AFBF poll of  over 5,000 
farmers nationwide in early 
April found that 70% are unable 
to afford all the fertilizer they 
needed, with the rate in the Mid-
western region at 48%. 

One positive is the Midwest-
ern region had the highest rate 
of  pre-booked fertilizer in the 
country, with 67% reporting 
they’d purchased before the 
price increases.

Matt Perdue, president of  the 
North Dakota Farmers Union, 
said the skyrocketing costs of  
fuel and fertilizer are a major 
concern. 

“It’s important to recognize 
that in the case of  fertilizer, 
costs were already at elevated 
levels,” Perdue said. “It’s a ma-
jor challenge for producers in 
terms of  what it means right 

Fertilizer, Diesel Woes Make For 

Difficult Spring Planting Decisions
Skyrocketing prices, supply uncertainties lead to unprecedented situation

now going into this growing sea-
son.” 

One of  the biggest concerns is 
for farmers who did not secure 
contracts. 

Even with supply constraints 
and potential shortages, pre-
booked fertilizer doesn’t nec-
essarily mean it will get to the 
farm in a timely manner. 

“Another issue we have to 
consider, just because you con-
tracted that fuel and that fertil-
izer, unless you took possession 
of  it at the time, unless you ac-
tually took delivery, you’re not 
guaranteed the product,” Wag-
ner said. 

A needed shift 
Higher prices and potential 

shortages could mean less fer-
tilizer use and lower crop yields. 

Perdue said options for pro-
ducers include shifting to other 
commodities, including pulse 
crops, soybeans, lentils, and 
peas that may need less fertil-
izer. 

“I think some producers are 
going to be making those deci-
sions anyway, given the price 
pressure,” Perdue said. “If  there 
are significant shortages at the 
local level, you’re going to see 
producers have to make some 
game time decisions on what 
they’re planting and what their 
application rates are.” 

The Persian Gulf  accounts for 
36% of  global supply of  urea, 
29% of  anhydrous ammonia, 
26% of  diammonium phosphate 
(DAP) and 13% of  monoammo-
nium phosphate (MAP). 

“If  we have fertilizer shortag-
es, it’s going to be impossible to 
make up for that shortfall,” Per-
due said. “There’s no great plan 
B for covering that shortfall.” 

Looking further out, Perdue 
and others hope this can spur 
the U.S. industry to increase its 
domestic supply and production 
of  fertilizers as well as more 
competition in the marketplace. 

While a shift to more domestic 
production would be welcome, it 
wouldn’t happen overnight. 

“Any time you can source do-
mestically and not get caught up 
in any type of  geopolitical or in-
ternational disputes, that’s bet-
ter, but that’s a long-term pro-
cess,” said Josh Gackle, chair-
man of  the American Soybean 
Association. “You don’t start up 
a fertilizer plant in six months.” 

The addition of  soybean 
crushing facilities in North Da-
kota and elsewhere has helped 
increase the domestic market 
for soybean producers and a 
push for more domestic produc-
tion of  renewable ethanol, die-
sel and other biofuels could also 
help. 

“We’re hoping that the indus-
try, the crushing plants in North 
Dakota and others, can continue 

to keep their operations go-
ing and grow and expand and 
continue to build that domestic 
market for what we’re growing 
here as farmers,” said Gackle. 

State support already at re-
cord levels 

In mid-March, the North Da-
kota Industrial Commission 
allocated another $100 million 
for the Bank of  North Dakota’s 
2026 Farm Stability Loan Pro-
gram on top of  the nearly $400 
million already set aside for the 
program. 

The total is more than double 
the record of  $190 million previ-
ously set aside for the program 
and fast approaching triple if  
more allocations are made. 

The program helps producers 
restructure debts incurred in 
the past two years at lower in-
terest rates. 

John Bitzan, Menard Family 
Director of  the Sheila and Rob-
ert Challey Institute for Global 
Innovation and Growth at North 
Dakota State University, said 
the program was boosted both 
because of  continued high in-
put prices and also fallout from 
U.S. tariffs and trade retaliation 
from China. 

“This means U.S. farmers are 
able to sell less of  their prod-
ucts. That has put financial 
pressure on them. And now, 
with the current war, this is 
causing more distress to farm-
ers and uncertainty as well for 
the future,” Bitzan said. 

The North Dakota News Co-
operative is a non-profit news 
organization providing reliable 
and independent reporting on is-
sues and events that impact the 
lives of  North Dakotans. The or-
ganization increases the public’s 
access to quality journalism and 
advances news literacy across 
the state. For more information 
about NDNC or to make a chari-
table contribution, please visit 
newscoopnd.org.


