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ROOFING

701-820-0040
E-mail:  northstarroof@yahoo.com

www.northstarroofnd.com
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ENDERLIN, ND

Roofing Services

GROW YOUR

Call 845-0463 or email
 trclass@times-online.com for more information!

Advertise Your Business!
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Grocery StorePainting

Heating & Cooling

Heating & Cooling

Here’s My Card
Legal Services

LAW OFFICE
Keith J. Trader

Straus Mall- 200 Central Avenue North, Valley City • (701) 845-0311
40+ Years of Experience

• Living Trusts
• Bankruptcy
• Collections

• Criminal Law
• Family Law

Advertise your business 
here! Give us a call at 845-
0463. Discounted rates for 

new customers

The following Barnes
County Boards 

have an expiring or 
open position:  

School  Annexation,  Reorga-
nization,  and  Dissolution
Committee (1 Seat) (Dist #1)
& (1 Seat) (Dist #5).  Persons
interested in serving on  this
board  must  send  a  letter  of
interest, along with an appli-
cation,  (available  at  the
County Auditor's Office, 701-
845-8500) to: Barnes County
Auditor,  230  4th  St  NW,
Room  202,  Valley  City,  ND
58072.  Applications are due
June 12, 2026.  
Reimbursement varies.

OPEN BOARD
POSITIONS

GARAGE SALES MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES OFFEREDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED WANTED TO BUY

GARAGE SALE
756 8th ave NW
Friday 5-8 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m.-Noon
Kids & Adult clothing, house-
hold items, toys

LOOKING  FOR  THE  most
complete  listing  of  ND
Media?  ND  Media  Guide.
Call  701-223-6397,  ND
Newspaper Association.

HELP FIND  MISSING KIDS
and keep kids safe by donat-
ing your  Car,  Truck,  Van  or
SUV  to  Find  the  Children.
 Running or not, no emission
test required.   Fast free pick-
up,  24  hr  response,  May
Qualify for Tax Donation. Call
1-833-545-0694

VIAGRA  and  CIALIS
USERS!  50  Pills  SPECIAL
$99.00!  100%  guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

HAVE A NEWS RELEASE or
other  information that  needs
to reach all ND newspapers?
ND  Newspaper  Association
can help! One call does it all.
701-223-6397

NEED  NEW  WINDOWS?
 Drafty  rooms?  Chipped  or
damaged frames? Need out-
side  noise  reduction?  New,
energy efficient windows may
be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation  &  FREE  quote  to-
day. 1-877-200-2734

ELECTRICAL  SERVICES:
 Reliable  &  experienced.
Competitive rates.  From sim-
ple household problems to in-
stalling a brand new electrical
system, we can take care of it
all! Call now and have the zip
code  of  the  service  location
when  you  call!  1-877-403-
0282

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT?
If  you have over  $15,000 in
debt we help you be debt free
in as little as  24-48 months.
Pay  nothing  to  enroll.  Call
Now: 1-877-688-0872

PUBLIC WORKS SUPERIN-
TENDENT/maintenance
worker.  Application/résumé
due  July  1,  4  p.m.  City  of
Maddock, PO Box 276, Mad-
dock,  ND 58348.  More info:
www.maddocknd.com,  701-
438-2252

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word
classified ad, like this one, in
every North Dakota newspa-
per  for  only  $160.  It's  easy.
Contact  this  newspaper  for
details.

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S  SPORT  WATCHES!
Rolex,  Breitling,  Omega,
Patek  Philippe,  Heuer,  Day-
tona,  GMT,  Submariner  and
Speedmaster.  These  brands
only! Call 1-833-641-6634

WE  BUY  VINTAGE  GUI-
TARS!  Looking  for  1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch,  Epiphone,  Guild,
Mosrite,  Rickenbacker,
Prairie  State,  D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins  /  Banjos.  1-833-641-
7066

WE  BUY  HOUSES  FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. No
fuss.  Any  condition.  Easy
process:  Call,  get  cash offer
and  get  paid.  Call  today  for
your  fair  cash  offer:  1-701-
498-1853

Wanted/Seeking 
Two Teachers Aides:

To: Assist with the supervision of students who are under 
the direct supervision of the classroom teacher and 

other duties as may be assigned. Ideal candidate would 
have knowledge/experience working with students. 
Candidate must hold a High School diploma/GED. 

$18/hour and offers full health insurance, NDPERS retirement 
among other benefits. 30 hours/week (8:00am to 2:30pm)

To Apply: Call or stop in at the 
Sheyenne Valley Area Career and Technology Center:

701-845-0256 or email: derrick.bopp@k12.nd.us
Position open until it is filled.

WANTED TO BUY

Barnes County Commission
May 19, 2026

Valley City, ND 58072
The Barnes  County  Commission  met
in  regular  session  on  Tuesday,  May
19,  2026,  with  Bill  Carlblom,  Mike
Schwehr,  Vicky Lovell,  Pete Paulson,
and  Shawn  Olauson.  Chairman  Bill
Carlblom called the meeting to order at
8:00  a.m.,  roll  call  was  taken,  the
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Mike  Schwehr made a motion  to  ap-
prove the agenda as presented. Vicky
Lovell  seconded  the  motion.  Motion
passed unanimously with all members
voting yes.

Public Comments
No requests received.

Planning & Zoning
Justin Enger submitted a Setback Vari-
ance for  replacing  two small  existing
bins with one new larger bin, 120' from
the center of Barnes County #32 locat-
ed  on  the  SE¼  11-138-61  in  Mead-
owlake Township. Vicky Lovell moved
to  approve  the  application;  Mike
Schwehr seconded the motion. Motion
carried  with  all  members  voting  yes.
Devin  Weber  submitted  a  Setback
Variance application for installing a tile
line and gravity outlet within 75' of 31st
ST SE, but not within road row and will
be installing numerous tile lines within
75' of 124th Ave SE but not within the
road row located in NNW¼ 11-140-57
in Alta Township. Pete Paulson made
a  motion  to  approve  the  application;
Vicky Lovell seconded the motion. Mo-
tion  carried  with  all  members  voting
yes. Jessica requested a county bud-
get for participating in Summer Nights
on Central. This was tabled for a future
meeting.  Building  permits  were  re-
viewed.  A  moratorium is  a temporary
suspension  or  authorized  delay  of  a
specific  activity  or  legal  obligation.  It
typically pauses actions such as debt
repayments,  construction,  or  certain
business practices until specific condi-
tions are met or an emergency passes.
It  is  a temporary halt  on issuing any
new  building  permits  on  construction
properties in any area. There is a ru-
mor  that  a  data  center  is  coming  to
southern  Barnes  County.  The county
has not had anyone come forward re-
garding a data center in Barnes Coun-
ty. Because of the rumor and the sur-
rounding  areas  building  data centers,
Planning  and Zoning  is  requesting  a
six-month moratorium for data centers
be put in place so we have time for re-
search and to get our ordinances and
new  regulations  in  place  so  that  if
something  does  come  in,  the  county
will  be  ready.  Jessica  Jenrich  is  re-
questing  a  six-month  Moratorium  for
data centers be put in place so that we
can  be  proactive.  State's  Attorney
Tonya  Duffy  recommended  a  six-
month moratorium as a good timeline
and  a  year  would  be  too  long.  Pete
Paulson  moved  to  approve  a  six-
month  Moratorium  for  data  centers;
Mike  Schwehr  seconded  the  motion.
The  motion  carried  unanimously  with
all members voting yes. There are sev-
eral counties  that  have ordinances  in
place that we can look at. No one has
approached  the  county,  city,  or  Eco-
nomic  Development  regarding  data
centers. Several concerned citizens at-
tended and spoke about their concerns
regarding the data center issue. Many
felt the six-month moratorium was too
short  of  a timeline  and  would like  to
see a year-long moratorium. Many of
the citizens feel the county will be the
last to know the data center is coming
until  it is a done deal.  Everything will
be in place; land gets bought up with a
no disclosure clause and no one will
know until it's here. The county will be
the last to know and the county will be
forced  to deal  with it.  The  feds  have
approved legislation for data centers to
get approved and pushed through. En-
vironmental Impact Statements are ba-
sically getting voided for these centers
to come in. It was strongly suggested
that  the county study the law so that
we know what the law says to shape
the planning and zoning laws and it will
take more than six months to know ev-
erything that  is needed to know. The
impact  on  the water  is  incredible.  In
other states, data centers require 20 to
60 million gallons of water per day and
where  will  that  water  come  from.
Check congress.gov and look up data
centers.  Once  the  data  center  has
bought the land, it is a done deal, and
we will be forced to deal with it. It was
requested  to  amend  the  moratorium
and make it  at least one year. It  was
also  stated  some  local  entities  have
also been approached to sign non-dis-
closure  agreements.  Sam  Wagner,
City  Counsil  President  of  Casselton
submitted  what  they  have  passed  in
Casselton. They took interim develop-
ment control on data centers. They did
a  one-year  moratorium  because  by
May  of  the  next  year,  the  ND  State
Legislature  would  have  been in ses-
sion and likely be tackling this  issue.
They did not  want to make their own
local laws and have everything set up
only to have the state laws supersede
the city laws. Sam also brought a list of
talking  points  brought  forth  by  the
Dakota  Resource  Council  regarding
data centers.  Tonya Duffy  stated that
any non-disclosure agreements should
not be signed until legal advice is giv-
en.  She also explained  that  Planning
and Zoning has  ordinances to follow,
and their decision is not the final deci-
sion. The final decision would come to
the Board of County Commissioners.

Highway Department
Tim Tangen stated all  restrictions are
off of the paved roads with the excep-
tion of the Peak Road. Restrictions will
remain  on  the  gravel  roads.  Andrew
Jewett submitted an application to in-
stall an approach in section 30-143-60
off Barnes County #7 allowing access
to unfarmed acres to be used for hay-
ing and/or grazing. Currently, there are
six approaches in this mile on the west
side of the road. County policy is to al-
low  five  access  points  per  mile  per
side  including  the  section  line.  As  a
recommendation  if  approved,  Jamie
recommends  having  Mr.  Jewett  re-
move approach  #1  as  a condition  to
approve a new approach approximate-
ly  550'  south  of  Barnes  County  #4.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  approach  application  with
the  condition that  Mr.  Jewett  remove
existing approach #1; Vicky Lovell sec-
onded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously  with all  members  voting
yes. Tim presented a quote of $46,000
for  a  used  2021  Construction  Trailer
Specialist.  The trailer  has been  com-
pletely  gone  through  by  Gilbertson
Truck. This trailer will be used for grav-
el  and will  be a  replacement for  one
currently  being  used  that  has  had
some costly repairs in the last couple
of years. The old one will be sold. Bill
Carlblom made  a  motion  to  approve
purchasing the trailer; Shawn Olauson
seconded the motion. The motion car-
ried upon roll  call  vote with all  mem-
bers  voting  yes.  A  quote  of  $43,000
was also  presented  for  a used  2018
Kenworth T680 with 415,694 miles am
a 13-speed automatic transmission.  It
does have new tires, and they will add
a new driver's seat if we purchase the
truck  and  trailer.  The  commission
made  the  recommendation  to  keep
looking for one with a better price. Bri-
an Tykwinski presented a project reso-
lution  for  the  Viking  Drive  bridge
project and a resolution for County Rd
11  Mill  and  Overlay  project  for  ap-
proval. Shawn Olauson made a motion
to  approve  the  resolutions;  Vicky
Lovell  seconded the motion. The mo-
tion carried upon roll call  vote with all
members voting yes.

Sheriff's Office
For security purposes, Randy present-
ed  quotes  for  one  12,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioner  at  a  cost  of
$459.00  and  two  10,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioners  at  a  cost  of
$419.00 each for a total of $1,297.00.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  air  condition  purchase;
Shawn Olauson seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all members voting
yes.

Auditor's Office
Vicky Lovell moved to approve May 5,
2026,  minutes  as  presented.  Pete
Paulson seconded the motion. Motion
carried upon roll call vote with all mem-
bers voting yes.

Commission Discussion
Pete stated 2,399 miles were put on
the  VSO  van  with  44  rides.  Total
mileage is now 97,136 miles. They are
still  looking for a part-time van driver.
Shawn reported that Buffalo Bridges is
now meeting every other month. Child
welfare has 45 open cases. There are
11,242 cases  on back log.  Economic
Development  is  hiring  a  part-time
tourism employee at the Rosebud. The
trash  rack  at  Clausen  Springs  is  still
being worked on. Updates on the Ho-
bart  Drain  and  Sanborn  Drain  levels
were given. The Brown Dam project is
waiting on Game and Fish to see how
much  they  will  cover  on  the  project.
Weed  spraying  will  be  done  on  the
edges  for  progressive  weeds  at
Clausen  Springs.  Vicky  reminded the
commissioners  of  the  June  2nd
pipeline  meeting  in  Jamestown  and
June 4th in Casselton.  Bill  stated the
Winter  Show  had  a  good  year.  The
Recorder's  Office  has  donated  some
antique items to the museum.
With no further business, Vicky Lovell
made  a motion,  seconded by Shawn
Olauson, to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carried unanimously, with all mem-
bers voting “aye” and the meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 a.m.
Bill Carlblom, Chairman
Barnes County Commission
Julie Mindt
Barnes County Auditor

(June 5, 2026)
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The Barnes  County  Commission  met
in  regular  session  on  Tuesday,  May
19,  2026,  with  Bill  Carlblom,  Mike
Schwehr,  Vicky Lovell,  Pete Paulson,
and  Shawn  Olauson.  Chairman  Bill
Carlblom called the meeting to order at
8:00  a.m.,  roll  call  was  taken,  the
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Mike  Schwehr made a motion  to  ap-
prove the agenda as presented. Vicky
Lovell  seconded  the  motion.  Motion
passed unanimously with all members
voting yes.

Public Comments
No requests received.

Planning & Zoning
Justin Enger submitted a Setback Vari-
ance for  replacing  two small  existing
bins with one new larger bin, 120' from
the center of Barnes County #32 locat-
ed  on  the  SE¼  11-138-61  in  Mead-
owlake Township. Vicky Lovell moved
to  approve  the  application;  Mike
Schwehr seconded the motion. Motion
carried  with  all  members  voting  yes.
Devin  Weber  submitted  a  Setback
Variance application for installing a tile
line and gravity outlet within 75' of 31st
ST SE, but not within road row and will
be installing numerous tile lines within
75' of 124th Ave SE but not within the
road row located in NNW¼ 11-140-57
in Alta Township. Pete Paulson made
a  motion  to  approve  the  application;
Vicky Lovell seconded the motion. Mo-
tion  carried  with  all  members  voting
yes. Jessica requested a county bud-
get for participating in Summer Nights
on Central. This was tabled for a future
meeting.  Building  permits  were  re-
viewed.  A  moratorium is  a temporary
suspension  or  authorized  delay  of  a
specific  activity  or  legal  obligation.  It
typically pauses actions such as debt
repayments,  construction,  or  certain
business practices until specific condi-
tions are met or an emergency passes.
It  is  a temporary halt  on issuing any
new  building  permits  on  construction
properties in any area. There is a ru-
mor  that  a  data  center  is  coming  to
southern  Barnes  County.  The county
has not had anyone come forward re-
garding a data center in Barnes Coun-
ty. Because of the rumor and the sur-
rounding  areas  building  data centers,
Planning  and Zoning  is  requesting  a
six-month moratorium for data centers
be put in place so we have time for re-
search and to get our ordinances and
new  regulations  in  place  so  that  if
something  does  come  in,  the  county
will  be  ready.  Jessica  Jenrich  is  re-
questing  a  six-month  Moratorium  for
data centers be put in place so that we
can  be  proactive.  State's  Attorney
Tonya  Duffy  recommended  a  six-
month moratorium as a good timeline
and  a  year  would  be  too  long.  Pete
Paulson  moved  to  approve  a  six-
month  Moratorium  for  data  centers;
Mike  Schwehr  seconded  the  motion.
The  motion  carried  unanimously  with
all members voting yes. There are sev-
eral counties  that  have ordinances  in
place that we can look at. No one has
approached  the  county,  city,  or  Eco-
nomic  Development  regarding  data
centers. Several concerned citizens at-
tended and spoke about their concerns
regarding the data center issue. Many
felt the six-month moratorium was too
short  of  a timeline  and  would like  to
see a year-long moratorium. Many of
the citizens feel the county will be the
last to know the data center is coming
until  it is a done deal.  Everything will
be in place; land gets bought up with a
no disclosure clause and no one will
know until it's here. The county will be
the last to know and the county will be
forced  to deal  with it.  The  feds  have
approved legislation for data centers to
get approved and pushed through. En-
vironmental Impact Statements are ba-
sically getting voided for these centers
to come in. It was strongly suggested
that  the county study the law so that
we know what the law says to shape
the planning and zoning laws and it will
take more than six months to know ev-
erything that  is needed to know. The
impact  on  the water  is  incredible.  In
other states, data centers require 20 to
60 million gallons of water per day and
where  will  that  water  come  from.
Check congress.gov and look up data
centers.  Once  the  data  center  has
bought the land, it is a done deal, and
we will be forced to deal with it. It was
requested  to  amend  the  moratorium
and make it  at least one year. It  was
also  stated  some  local  entities  have
also been approached to sign non-dis-
closure  agreements.  Sam  Wagner,
City  Counsil  President  of  Casselton
submitted  what  they  have  passed  in
Casselton. They took interim develop-
ment control on data centers. They did
a  one-year  moratorium  because  by
May  of  the  next  year,  the  ND  State
Legislature  would  have  been in ses-
sion and likely be tackling this  issue.
They did not  want to make their own
local laws and have everything set up
only to have the state laws supersede
the city laws. Sam also brought a list of
talking  points  brought  forth  by  the
Dakota  Resource  Council  regarding
data centers.  Tonya Duffy  stated that
any non-disclosure agreements should
not be signed until legal advice is giv-
en.  She also explained  that  Planning
and Zoning has  ordinances to follow,
and their decision is not the final deci-
sion. The final decision would come to
the Board of County Commissioners.

Highway Department
Tim Tangen stated all  restrictions are
off of the paved roads with the excep-
tion of the Peak Road. Restrictions will
remain  on  the  gravel  roads.  Andrew
Jewett submitted an application to in-
stall an approach in section 30-143-60
off Barnes County #7 allowing access
to unfarmed acres to be used for hay-
ing and/or grazing. Currently, there are
six approaches in this mile on the west
side of the road. County policy is to al-
low  five  access  points  per  mile  per
side  including  the  section  line.  As  a
recommendation  if  approved,  Jamie
recommends  having  Mr.  Jewett  re-
move approach  #1  as  a condition  to
approve a new approach approximate-
ly  550'  south  of  Barnes  County  #4.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  approach  application  with
the  condition that  Mr.  Jewett  remove
existing approach #1; Vicky Lovell sec-
onded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously  with all  members  voting
yes. Tim presented a quote of $46,000
for  a  used  2021  Construction  Trailer
Specialist.  The trailer  has been  com-
pletely  gone  through  by  Gilbertson
Truck. This trailer will be used for grav-
el  and will  be a  replacement for  one
currently  being  used  that  has  had
some costly repairs in the last couple
of years. The old one will be sold. Bill
Carlblom made  a  motion  to  approve
purchasing the trailer; Shawn Olauson
seconded the motion. The motion car-
ried upon roll  call  vote with all  mem-
bers  voting  yes.  A  quote  of  $43,000
was also  presented  for  a used  2018
Kenworth T680 with 415,694 miles am
a 13-speed automatic transmission.  It
does have new tires, and they will add
a new driver's seat if we purchase the
truck  and  trailer.  The  commission
made  the  recommendation  to  keep
looking for one with a better price. Bri-
an Tykwinski presented a project reso-
lution  for  the  Viking  Drive  bridge
project and a resolution for County Rd
11  Mill  and  Overlay  project  for  ap-
proval. Shawn Olauson made a motion
to  approve  the  resolutions;  Vicky
Lovell  seconded the motion. The mo-
tion carried upon roll call  vote with all
members voting yes.

Sheriff's Office
For security purposes, Randy present-
ed  quotes  for  one  12,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioner  at  a  cost  of
$459.00  and  two  10,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioners  at  a  cost  of
$419.00 each for a total of $1,297.00.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  air  condition  purchase;
Shawn Olauson seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all members voting
yes.

Auditor's Office
Vicky Lovell moved to approve May 5,
2026,  minutes  as  presented.  Pete
Paulson seconded the motion. Motion
carried upon roll call vote with all mem-
bers voting yes.

Commission Discussion
Pete stated 2,399 miles were put on
the  VSO  van  with  44  rides.  Total
mileage is now 97,136 miles. They are
still  looking for a part-time van driver.
Shawn reported that Buffalo Bridges is
now meeting every other month. Child
welfare has 45 open cases. There are
11,242 cases  on back log.  Economic
Development  is  hiring  a  part-time
tourism employee at the Rosebud. The
trash  rack  at  Clausen  Springs  is  still
being worked on. Updates on the Ho-
bart  Drain  and  Sanborn  Drain  levels
were given. The Brown Dam project is
waiting on Game and Fish to see how
much  they  will  cover  on  the  project.
Weed  spraying  will  be  done  on  the
edges  for  progressive  weeds  at
Clausen  Springs.  Vicky  reminded the
commissioners  of  the  June  2nd
pipeline  meeting  in  Jamestown  and
June 4th in Casselton.  Bill  stated the
Winter  Show  had  a  good  year.  The
Recorder's  Office  has  donated  some
antique items to the museum.
With no further business, Vicky Lovell
made  a motion,  seconded by Shawn
Olauson, to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carried unanimously, with all mem-
bers voting “aye” and the meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 a.m.
Bill Carlblom, Chairman
Barnes County Commission
Julie Mindt
Barnes County Auditor
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The Barnes  County  Commission  met
in  regular  session  on  Tuesday,  May
19,  2026,  with  Bill  Carlblom,  Mike
Schwehr,  Vicky Lovell,  Pete Paulson,
and  Shawn  Olauson.  Chairman  Bill
Carlblom called the meeting to order at
8:00  a.m.,  roll  call  was  taken,  the
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Mike  Schwehr made a motion  to  ap-
prove the agenda as presented. Vicky
Lovell  seconded  the  motion.  Motion
passed unanimously with all members
voting yes.

Public Comments
No requests received.

Planning & Zoning
Justin Enger submitted a Setback Vari-
ance for  replacing  two small  existing
bins with one new larger bin, 120' from
the center of Barnes County #32 locat-
ed  on  the  SE¼  11-138-61  in  Mead-
owlake Township. Vicky Lovell moved
to  approve  the  application;  Mike
Schwehr seconded the motion. Motion
carried  with  all  members  voting  yes.
Devin  Weber  submitted  a  Setback
Variance application for installing a tile
line and gravity outlet within 75' of 31st
ST SE, but not within road row and will
be installing numerous tile lines within
75' of 124th Ave SE but not within the
road row located in NNW¼ 11-140-57
in Alta Township. Pete Paulson made
a  motion  to  approve  the  application;
Vicky Lovell seconded the motion. Mo-
tion  carried  with  all  members  voting
yes. Jessica requested a county bud-
get for participating in Summer Nights
on Central. This was tabled for a future
meeting.  Building  permits  were  re-
viewed.  A  moratorium is  a temporary
suspension  or  authorized  delay  of  a
specific  activity  or  legal  obligation.  It
typically pauses actions such as debt
repayments,  construction,  or  certain
business practices until specific condi-
tions are met or an emergency passes.
It  is  a temporary halt  on issuing any
new  building  permits  on  construction
properties in any area. There is a ru-
mor  that  a  data  center  is  coming  to
southern  Barnes  County.  The county
has not had anyone come forward re-
garding a data center in Barnes Coun-
ty. Because of the rumor and the sur-
rounding  areas  building  data centers,
Planning  and Zoning  is  requesting  a
six-month moratorium for data centers
be put in place so we have time for re-
search and to get our ordinances and
new  regulations  in  place  so  that  if
something  does  come  in,  the  county
will  be  ready.  Jessica  Jenrich  is  re-
questing  a  six-month  Moratorium  for
data centers be put in place so that we
can  be  proactive.  State's  Attorney
Tonya  Duffy  recommended  a  six-
month moratorium as a good timeline
and  a  year  would  be  too  long.  Pete
Paulson  moved  to  approve  a  six-
month  Moratorium  for  data  centers;
Mike  Schwehr  seconded  the  motion.
The  motion  carried  unanimously  with
all members voting yes. There are sev-
eral counties  that  have ordinances  in
place that we can look at. No one has
approached  the  county,  city,  or  Eco-
nomic  Development  regarding  data
centers. Several concerned citizens at-
tended and spoke about their concerns
regarding the data center issue. Many
felt the six-month moratorium was too
short  of  a timeline  and  would like  to
see a year-long moratorium. Many of
the citizens feel the county will be the
last to know the data center is coming
until  it is a done deal.  Everything will
be in place; land gets bought up with a
no disclosure clause and no one will
know until it's here. The county will be
the last to know and the county will be
forced  to deal  with it.  The  feds  have
approved legislation for data centers to
get approved and pushed through. En-
vironmental Impact Statements are ba-
sically getting voided for these centers
to come in. It was strongly suggested
that  the county study the law so that
we know what the law says to shape
the planning and zoning laws and it will
take more than six months to know ev-
erything that  is needed to know. The
impact  on  the water  is  incredible.  In
other states, data centers require 20 to
60 million gallons of water per day and
where  will  that  water  come  from.
Check congress.gov and look up data
centers.  Once  the  data  center  has
bought the land, it is a done deal, and
we will be forced to deal with it. It was
requested  to  amend  the  moratorium
and make it  at least one year. It  was
also  stated  some  local  entities  have
also been approached to sign non-dis-
closure  agreements.  Sam  Wagner,
City  Counsil  President  of  Casselton
submitted  what  they  have  passed  in
Casselton. They took interim develop-
ment control on data centers. They did
a  one-year  moratorium  because  by
May  of  the  next  year,  the  ND  State
Legislature  would  have  been in ses-
sion and likely be tackling this  issue.
They did not  want to make their own
local laws and have everything set up
only to have the state laws supersede
the city laws. Sam also brought a list of
talking  points  brought  forth  by  the
Dakota  Resource  Council  regarding
data centers.  Tonya Duffy  stated that
any non-disclosure agreements should
not be signed until legal advice is giv-
en.  She also explained  that  Planning
and Zoning has  ordinances to follow,
and their decision is not the final deci-
sion. The final decision would come to
the Board of County Commissioners.

Highway Department
Tim Tangen stated all  restrictions are
off of the paved roads with the excep-
tion of the Peak Road. Restrictions will
remain  on  the  gravel  roads.  Andrew
Jewett submitted an application to in-
stall an approach in section 30-143-60
off Barnes County #7 allowing access
to unfarmed acres to be used for hay-
ing and/or grazing. Currently, there are
six approaches in this mile on the west
side of the road. County policy is to al-
low  five  access  points  per  mile  per
side  including  the  section  line.  As  a
recommendation  if  approved,  Jamie
recommends  having  Mr.  Jewett  re-
move approach  #1  as  a condition  to
approve a new approach approximate-
ly  550'  south  of  Barnes  County  #4.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  approach  application  with
the  condition that  Mr.  Jewett  remove
existing approach #1; Vicky Lovell sec-
onded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously  with all  members  voting
yes. Tim presented a quote of $46,000
for  a  used  2021  Construction  Trailer
Specialist.  The trailer  has been  com-
pletely  gone  through  by  Gilbertson
Truck. This trailer will be used for grav-
el  and will  be a  replacement for  one
currently  being  used  that  has  had
some costly repairs in the last couple
of years. The old one will be sold. Bill
Carlblom made  a  motion  to  approve
purchasing the trailer; Shawn Olauson
seconded the motion. The motion car-
ried upon roll  call  vote with all  mem-
bers  voting  yes.  A  quote  of  $43,000
was also  presented  for  a used  2018
Kenworth T680 with 415,694 miles am
a 13-speed automatic transmission.  It
does have new tires, and they will add
a new driver's seat if we purchase the
truck  and  trailer.  The  commission
made  the  recommendation  to  keep
looking for one with a better price. Bri-
an Tykwinski presented a project reso-
lution  for  the  Viking  Drive  bridge
project and a resolution for County Rd
11  Mill  and  Overlay  project  for  ap-
proval. Shawn Olauson made a motion
to  approve  the  resolutions;  Vicky
Lovell  seconded the motion. The mo-
tion carried upon roll call  vote with all
members voting yes.

Sheriff's Office
For security purposes, Randy present-
ed  quotes  for  one  12,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioner  at  a  cost  of
$459.00  and  two  10,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioners  at  a  cost  of
$419.00 each for a total of $1,297.00.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  air  condition  purchase;
Shawn Olauson seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all members voting
yes.

Auditor's Office
Vicky Lovell moved to approve May 5,
2026,  minutes  as  presented.  Pete
Paulson seconded the motion. Motion
carried upon roll call vote with all mem-
bers voting yes.

Commission Discussion
Pete stated 2,399 miles were put on
the  VSO  van  with  44  rides.  Total
mileage is now 97,136 miles. They are
still  looking for a part-time van driver.
Shawn reported that Buffalo Bridges is
now meeting every other month. Child
welfare has 45 open cases. There are
11,242 cases  on back log.  Economic
Development  is  hiring  a  part-time
tourism employee at the Rosebud. The
trash  rack  at  Clausen  Springs  is  still
being worked on. Updates on the Ho-
bart  Drain  and  Sanborn  Drain  levels
were given. The Brown Dam project is
waiting on Game and Fish to see how
much  they  will  cover  on  the  project.
Weed  spraying  will  be  done  on  the
edges  for  progressive  weeds  at
Clausen  Springs.  Vicky  reminded the
commissioners  of  the  June  2nd
pipeline  meeting  in  Jamestown  and
June 4th in Casselton.  Bill  stated the
Winter  Show  had  a  good  year.  The
Recorder's  Office  has  donated  some
antique items to the museum.
With no further business, Vicky Lovell
made  a motion,  seconded by Shawn
Olauson, to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carried unanimously, with all mem-
bers voting “aye” and the meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 a.m.
Bill Carlblom, Chairman
Barnes County Commission
Julie Mindt
Barnes County Auditor

(June 5, 2026)

Barnes County Commission
May 19, 2026

Valley City, ND 58072
The Barnes  County  Commission  met
in  regular  session  on  Tuesday,  May
19,  2026,  with  Bill  Carlblom,  Mike
Schwehr,  Vicky Lovell,  Pete Paulson,
and  Shawn  Olauson.  Chairman  Bill
Carlblom called the meeting to order at
8:00  a.m.,  roll  call  was  taken,  the
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Mike  Schwehr made a motion  to  ap-
prove the agenda as presented. Vicky
Lovell  seconded  the  motion.  Motion
passed unanimously with all members
voting yes.

Public Comments
No requests received.

Planning & Zoning
Justin Enger submitted a Setback Vari-
ance for  replacing  two small  existing
bins with one new larger bin, 120' from
the center of Barnes County #32 locat-
ed  on  the  SE¼  11-138-61  in  Mead-
owlake Township. Vicky Lovell moved
to  approve  the  application;  Mike
Schwehr seconded the motion. Motion
carried  with  all  members  voting  yes.
Devin  Weber  submitted  a  Setback
Variance application for installing a tile
line and gravity outlet within 75' of 31st
ST SE, but not within road row and will
be installing numerous tile lines within
75' of 124th Ave SE but not within the
road row located in NNW¼ 11-140-57
in Alta Township. Pete Paulson made
a  motion  to  approve  the  application;
Vicky Lovell seconded the motion. Mo-
tion  carried  with  all  members  voting
yes. Jessica requested a county bud-
get for participating in Summer Nights
on Central. This was tabled for a future
meeting.  Building  permits  were  re-
viewed.  A  moratorium is  a temporary
suspension  or  authorized  delay  of  a
specific  activity  or  legal  obligation.  It
typically pauses actions such as debt
repayments,  construction,  or  certain
business practices until specific condi-
tions are met or an emergency passes.
It  is  a temporary halt  on issuing any
new  building  permits  on  construction
properties in any area. There is a ru-
mor  that  a  data  center  is  coming  to
southern  Barnes  County.  The county
has not had anyone come forward re-
garding a data center in Barnes Coun-
ty. Because of the rumor and the sur-
rounding  areas  building  data centers,
Planning  and Zoning  is  requesting  a
six-month moratorium for data centers
be put in place so we have time for re-
search and to get our ordinances and
new  regulations  in  place  so  that  if
something  does  come  in,  the  county
will  be  ready.  Jessica  Jenrich  is  re-
questing  a  six-month  Moratorium  for
data centers be put in place so that we
can  be  proactive.  State's  Attorney
Tonya  Duffy  recommended  a  six-
month moratorium as a good timeline
and  a  year  would  be  too  long.  Pete
Paulson  moved  to  approve  a  six-
month  Moratorium  for  data  centers;
Mike  Schwehr  seconded  the  motion.
The  motion  carried  unanimously  with
all members voting yes. There are sev-
eral counties  that  have ordinances  in
place that we can look at. No one has
approached  the  county,  city,  or  Eco-
nomic  Development  regarding  data
centers. Several concerned citizens at-
tended and spoke about their concerns
regarding the data center issue. Many
felt the six-month moratorium was too
short  of  a timeline  and  would like  to
see a year-long moratorium. Many of
the citizens feel the county will be the
last to know the data center is coming
until  it is a done deal.  Everything will
be in place; land gets bought up with a
no disclosure clause and no one will
know until it's here. The county will be
the last to know and the county will be
forced  to deal  with it.  The  feds  have
approved legislation for data centers to
get approved and pushed through. En-
vironmental Impact Statements are ba-
sically getting voided for these centers
to come in. It was strongly suggested
that  the county study the law so that
we know what the law says to shape
the planning and zoning laws and it will
take more than six months to know ev-
erything that  is needed to know. The
impact  on  the water  is  incredible.  In
other states, data centers require 20 to
60 million gallons of water per day and
where  will  that  water  come  from.
Check congress.gov and look up data
centers.  Once  the  data  center  has
bought the land, it is a done deal, and
we will be forced to deal with it. It was
requested  to  amend  the  moratorium
and make it  at least one year. It  was
also  stated  some  local  entities  have
also been approached to sign non-dis-
closure  agreements.  Sam  Wagner,
City  Counsil  President  of  Casselton
submitted  what  they  have  passed  in
Casselton. They took interim develop-
ment control on data centers. They did
a  one-year  moratorium  because  by
May  of  the  next  year,  the  ND  State
Legislature  would  have  been in ses-
sion and likely be tackling this  issue.
They did not  want to make their own
local laws and have everything set up
only to have the state laws supersede
the city laws. Sam also brought a list of
talking  points  brought  forth  by  the
Dakota  Resource  Council  regarding
data centers.  Tonya Duffy  stated that
any non-disclosure agreements should
not be signed until legal advice is giv-
en.  She also explained  that  Planning
and Zoning has  ordinances to follow,
and their decision is not the final deci-
sion. The final decision would come to
the Board of County Commissioners.

Highway Department
Tim Tangen stated all  restrictions are
off of the paved roads with the excep-
tion of the Peak Road. Restrictions will
remain  on  the  gravel  roads.  Andrew
Jewett submitted an application to in-
stall an approach in section 30-143-60
off Barnes County #7 allowing access
to unfarmed acres to be used for hay-
ing and/or grazing. Currently, there are
six approaches in this mile on the west
side of the road. County policy is to al-
low  five  access  points  per  mile  per
side  including  the  section  line.  As  a
recommendation  if  approved,  Jamie
recommends  having  Mr.  Jewett  re-
move approach  #1  as  a condition  to
approve a new approach approximate-
ly  550'  south  of  Barnes  County  #4.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  approach  application  with
the  condition that  Mr.  Jewett  remove
existing approach #1; Vicky Lovell sec-
onded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously  with all  members  voting
yes. Tim presented a quote of $46,000
for  a  used  2021  Construction  Trailer
Specialist.  The trailer  has been  com-
pletely  gone  through  by  Gilbertson
Truck. This trailer will be used for grav-
el  and will  be a  replacement for  one
currently  being  used  that  has  had
some costly repairs in the last couple
of years. The old one will be sold. Bill
Carlblom made  a  motion  to  approve
purchasing the trailer; Shawn Olauson
seconded the motion. The motion car-
ried upon roll  call  vote with all  mem-
bers  voting  yes.  A  quote  of  $43,000
was also  presented  for  a used  2018
Kenworth T680 with 415,694 miles am
a 13-speed automatic transmission.  It
does have new tires, and they will add
a new driver's seat if we purchase the
truck  and  trailer.  The  commission
made  the  recommendation  to  keep
looking for one with a better price. Bri-
an Tykwinski presented a project reso-
lution  for  the  Viking  Drive  bridge
project and a resolution for County Rd
11  Mill  and  Overlay  project  for  ap-
proval. Shawn Olauson made a motion
to  approve  the  resolutions;  Vicky
Lovell  seconded the motion. The mo-
tion carried upon roll call  vote with all
members voting yes.

Sheriff's Office
For security purposes, Randy present-
ed  quotes  for  one  12,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioner  at  a  cost  of
$459.00  and  two  10,000  BTU  U-
shaped  air  conditioners  at  a  cost  of
$419.00 each for a total of $1,297.00.
Pete  Paulson  made  a motion to  ap-
prove  the  air  condition  purchase;
Shawn Olauson seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all members voting
yes.

Auditor's Office
Vicky Lovell moved to approve May 5,
2026,  minutes  as  presented.  Pete
Paulson seconded the motion. Motion
carried upon roll call vote with all mem-
bers voting yes.

Commission Discussion
Pete stated 2,399 miles were put on
the  VSO  van  with  44  rides.  Total
mileage is now 97,136 miles. They are
still  looking for a part-time van driver.
Shawn reported that Buffalo Bridges is
now meeting every other month. Child
welfare has 45 open cases. There are
11,242 cases  on back log.  Economic
Development  is  hiring  a  part-time
tourism employee at the Rosebud. The
trash  rack  at  Clausen  Springs  is  still
being worked on. Updates on the Ho-
bart  Drain  and  Sanborn  Drain  levels
were given. The Brown Dam project is
waiting on Game and Fish to see how
much  they  will  cover  on  the  project.
Weed  spraying  will  be  done  on  the
edges  for  progressive  weeds  at
Clausen  Springs.  Vicky  reminded the
commissioners  of  the  June  2nd
pipeline  meeting  in  Jamestown  and
June 4th in Casselton.  Bill  stated the
Winter  Show  had  a  good  year.  The
Recorder's  Office  has  donated  some
antique items to the museum.
With no further business, Vicky Lovell
made  a motion,  seconded by Shawn
Olauson, to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carried unanimously, with all mem-
bers voting “aye” and the meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 a.m.
Bill Carlblom, Chairman
Barnes County Commission
Julie Mindt
Barnes County Auditor
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passed unanimously with all members
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ance for  replacing  two small  existing
bins with one new larger bin, 120' from
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to  approve  the  application;  Mike
Schwehr seconded the motion. Motion
carried  with  all  members  voting  yes.
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Variance application for installing a tile
line and gravity outlet within 75' of 31st
ST SE, but not within road row and will
be installing numerous tile lines within
75' of 124th Ave SE but not within the
road row located in NNW¼ 11-140-57
in Alta Township. Pete Paulson made
a  motion  to  approve  the  application;
Vicky Lovell seconded the motion. Mo-
tion  carried  with  all  members  voting
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get for participating in Summer Nights
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month  Moratorium  for  data  centers;
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all members voting yes. There are sev-
eral counties  that  have ordinances  in
place that we can look at. No one has
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nomic  Development  regarding  data
centers. Several concerned citizens at-
tended and spoke about their concerns
regarding the data center issue. Many
felt the six-month moratorium was too
short  of  a timeline  and  would like  to
see a year-long moratorium. Many of
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last to know the data center is coming
until  it is a done deal.  Everything will
be in place; land gets bought up with a
no disclosure clause and no one will
know until it's here. The county will be
the last to know and the county will be
forced  to deal  with it.  The  feds  have
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get approved and pushed through. En-
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sically getting voided for these centers
to come in. It was strongly suggested
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take more than six months to know ev-
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other states, data centers require 20 to
60 million gallons of water per day and
where  will  that  water  come  from.
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we will be forced to deal with it. It was
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and make it  at least one year. It  was
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also been approached to sign non-dis-
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side of the road. County policy is to al-
low  five  access  points  per  mile  per
side  including  the  section  line.  As  a
recommendation  if  approved,  Jamie
recommends  having  Mr.  Jewett  re-
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(June 5, 2026)

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Barnes
County Planning and Zoning Board will
hold a public hearing on Wednesday,
June  10,  2026  at  6:00  p.m.,  in  the
Commissioners  Room  of  the  Barnes
County  Courthouse,  230  4th  Street
NW, Valley City, North Dakota, to con-
sider a request from Keith Kirsch for a
Structure Setback Variance of 72' from
the  center  of  township  road  34th  St
SE, 26-140-59, Hobart Township.
The public may comment by attending
the meeting or in writing to the Barnes
County Planning & Zoning Board, 230
4th St NW Rm. 300, Valley City,  ND
58072

(May 29 & June 5 2026)

BARNES COUNTY 
PLANNING & ZONING 
June 10, 2026 - 6:00PM

Barnes County Courthouse
2nd Floor Commission Chambers

AMENDED AGENDA
6:00 PM CALL TO ORDER
MINUTES
HEARING  -  Keith  Kirsch  -  Structure
Setback Variance of 72' from center of
township road 34th St SE, 1.18 acres
of NE1/4, 26-140-59, Hobart Twp
BUILDING PERMIT REVIEW
Keith Kirsch - Garage - 1.18 acres of
NE1/4, 26-140-59, Hobart Twp; Maple
River  Coop  -  Grain  Bin  -  10RDS  x
80RDS of NW1/4 less .16A R/W, and .
98A of  W1/2 NW1/4,  20-140-57, Alta
Twp;  Aaron  Henderson  -  Storage
building  -  NW1/4,  27-142-56,  Minnie
Lake  Twp;  Steve  &  Christy  Wolf  -
House - Lot 5 Block 2 Jewett's Beach
2nd  Sub,  22-142-58,  Ashtabula  Twp;
Chad Clement - Shop - S1/2 SE1/4 W
of River, 16-139-58, Marsh Twp; Sib &
Deb Schmidt - NE1/4 Lot 18 Veterans
Sub, 13-143-58, SibleyTrail Twp; Krys-
tal Stoppleworth - House - Aud Lt 1 of
NW1/4,  08-138-61,  Meadow  Lake
Twp; Dwight McMillan - House - 17.06
acres of  SW1/4 Aud Lt  1,  28-142-61,
Uxbridge  Twp;  Dana  or  Nick  Noot  -
Grain Bin - SW1/4, 16-137-61, Green-
land Twp; Ken Rasmusson - Bin Site
(2)  -  NW1/4,  12-140-60,  Potter  Twp;
The Arthur Company - SE1/4 less RR
R/W, 4.47A R/W & Aud Lt 1 8.66A, 17-
143-56, Ellsbury Twp
OTHER BUSINESS 
ADJOURNMENT
Please  check  the  online  agenda  for
updates: http://www.co.barnes.nd.us/
Barnes County will  consider every re-
quest  for  reasonable  accommodation
to provide:
an accessible meeting facility or other
accommodation for people with disabil-
ities, language interpretation for people
with limited English proficiency (LEP),
and  translations  of  written  material
necessary to access County programs
and information.
Appropriate provisions will  be consid-
ered  when  the  County  is  notified  at
least 10 days prior to the meeting date
or the date the written material transla-
tion is needed.  To request accommo-
dations,  contact  Julie  Mindt  at  (701-
845-6666)  or  (jmindt@barnescoun-
ty.us).    TTY  users  may  use  Relay
North  Dakota  at  711  or  1-800-366-
6888.

(June 5, 2026)
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LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS

ABBREVIATED NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO ADOPT AND AMEND 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
RELATING TO MOTOR CARRIER 

SAFETY REGULATIONS - GENERAL
TAKE NOTICE that the North 

Dakota Highway Patrol will hold 
a public hearing to address 
proposed changes to the N.D. 
Admin. Code 38-04-01-02 at 10:00 
a.m. central � me on June 29, 2026, 
at the Law Enforcement Training 
Academy, 1320 Schafer Street, 
Bismarck North Dakota.

A copy of the proposed rules 
may be obtained by wri� ng the 
North Dakota Highway Patrol 
or calling 701-328-2447. The 
proposed rules are also posted at 
www.statepatrol.nd.gov. Wri� en 
comments may be submi� ed to 
North Dakota Highway Patrol, 600 
E Blvd Ave, Dept 504, Bismarck, 
ND, 58505 by July 14, 2026.

If you plan to a� end the public 
hearing and will need special 
facili� es or assistance rela� ng to 
a disability, please contact the 
North Dakota Highway Patrol at 
the above telephone number or 
address at least two days prior to 
the public hearing.

Dated this 27th day of May 2026.
Daniel Haugen, Superintendent
North Dakota Highway Patrol


