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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Probate No. 52-2026-PR-00028
Sheldon A. Smith (Bar ID No. 04062)
sheldonsmith16@gmail.com
Sheldon A. Smith, P.C.
PO Box 1023
Garrison ND 58540
Tel. (701)226-4550
Attorneys for: Neil Thormodsgaard, Jr.

IN DISTRICT COURT, WELLS COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Estate of Neil Thor-
modsgaard, Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is Hereby Gven that the undersigned

has been appointed personal representative  of
the above estate. All persons having claims
against the deceased are required to present
their claims within three (3) months after the
date of the first publication or mailing of this no-
tice  or the claims will be forever barred. Claims
just either be presented to Neil Thormodsgaard,
Jr., personal representative of the estate, at 679
38th Ave NE, Bowdon, ND 58418 or filed with
the Wells County Clerk of Court.

Dated December 30, 2026
Sheldon A. Smith (Bar ID No. 04062)
sheldonsmith16@gmail.com
Sheldon A. Smith, P.C.
PO Box 1023
Garrison ND 58540
Tel. (701)226-4550
Attorneys for: Neil Thormodsgaard, Jr.

(March 7, 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Cathay Township

The Cathay Township Annual Meeting will
be held on Tuesday, March 24, 2026    -     9am-
10am, at the Cathay Fire Hall.

-We will have election for Chairman and 1
Supervisor. Any other business will be dis-
cussed.

Thomas M. Wachtel, Clerk
(March 7, 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Hamburg Township

Hamburg Township  annual meeting  will be
held on Tuesday, March 24th at 7:30 p.m. at the
Concordia Lutheran Church Parish Hall. 

Jeff Newman,  Chairman
(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Sykeston Township

Notice of annual meeting for Sykeston
Township on Wednesday, March 25,

at 7:00 PM at the Sykeston Fire Hall.
Christy Richter, Township Clerk

(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
St. Anna Township

St. Anna Township Annual Meeting will be
held on Wednesday, March 25, 2026 in the KTL
Building Fessenden, ND at 7:00 pm.

Annual Meeting, Budget and Elections
Alexa LaPlant clerk/treasurer 

(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Chaseley Township

Chaseley Township annual meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 24th at 1:00 pm at
Lynda Roller house. 

(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Silver Lake Township

Silver Lake Township’s annual meeting will
be held on Thursday, March 26th, at 4:00pm at
the Corey Hart Shop.

(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Hagel Township Annual Meetings
Tuesday, March 17 - 7pm - Paul Zeien res-

idence, Selz
Audit books and election of 1 Supervisor for

3-year term
Budget Meeting - Tuesday, March 24 - 7pm

- Paul Zeien residence, Selz
Tax Equalization Meeting - Wednesday,

April 15 - 1:30pm at St. Anthony's Church, Selz
(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Germantown Township

Notice of Germantown Township annual
meeting and election - Tuesday, March 24,
2026 - 7pm to 8:30pm

At Bollingberg Seeds office. We will be
electing one supervisor, one clerk/treasurer, set
the property tax, and conduct any other busi-
ness that may come before the meeting.

Lewis Seibold, Clerk
(March 14 & 21, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Crystal Lake Township

Crystal Lake Township’s annual meeting is
going to be Monday, March 30 at 6 pm. The lo-
cation is the Henne household

946 28th Ave NE
Hurdsfield, ND 58451
Sarah Henne.

(March 21 & 28, 2026)

Notice of Annual Meeting:
Valhalla Township

Valhalla Township Annual meeting and
Election will be held Tuesday March 31st 7PM
at the Don Ystaas Home. 

Kyle Alfstad
Valhalla Township Chairman

(March 21 & 28, 2026)

Notice of
Public Hearing

WSI Premium Rates and Rate Classifica-
tion Manual

Notice is hereby given that Workforce
Safety & Insurance (WSI) will conduct a public
hearing on Monday, April 6, 2026, at the WSI
Board Room, Century Center, 1600 East Cen-
tury Avenue, Bismarck, North Dakota, at 11:00
AM at which time and place all persons will be
heard regarding the proposed changes to pre-
mium rates and rate classification manual in ac-
cordance with NDCC §65-04-01.

These changes will be on file and may be
reviewed or copied on any working day be-
tween 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., at WSI in Bis-
marck. A copy may be requested by phone by
calling (701) 328-3812 or by writing to:

Workforce Safety & Insurance
Attn Marguerite Rath
1600 East Century Avenue Ste 1
PO Box 5585
Bismarck ND 58506-5585
(701) 328-3812
Written data, views, or arguments concern-

ing the proposed changes or adoptions may be
sent to WSI at the above address. The closing
date for receipt and consideration of all written
or oral submissions is close of business Mon-
day, April 13, 2026.

If you plan to attend the public hearing and
will need special facilities or assistance relating
to a disability, please contact WSI at the above
telephone number or address at least five days
prior to the public hearing.

Dated this 16th day of March 2026
Sarah Feist
Chief of Employer Services

(March 21, 2026)

NOTICE TO ALL TAXPAYERS
OF WELLS COUNTY

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN THAT proceed-
ings for the equalization of assessments will be
taken bythe several local equalization boards
during the month of April, at the Office of the
Clerk or Auditor of the Township or City as the
case may be, and that each taxpayer has the
right to appear before such boards of review or
equalization and petition for correction of their
assessments.

Notice is further given that the Wells County
Board of Equalization will meet on Tuesday,
June 4, 2026, at 8:00 a.m., in the KTL Building
Meeting Room in Fessenden, ND. Any persons
or City or Township Boards wishing to meet with
the Board on that day should make an appoint-
ment for a specific time with the Wells County
Auditor.

If auxiliary aids or services are required,
please contact the Wells County Auditor: 700
Railway ST N #37: Fessenden ND 58438: 701-
547-3521, at least five days prior to the meet-
ing.

Below is a listing of local equalization loca-
tions and times:

Monday April 6, 2026
Fessenden City - Fessenden City Hall: 7:00

PM

Tuesday April 7, 2026
Cathay City – Cathay Fire Hall: 7:00 PM
Sykeston City – Sykeston Fire Hall: 7:00

PM

Wednesday April 8, 2026
Harvey City – City Hall: 5:30 PM

Monday April 13, 2026
Silver Lake Township – Corey Hart Shop:

2:00 PM
Chaseley Township – Lynda Roller Resi-

dence: 4:00 PM
Bull Moose Township – Jeff Mertz Shop:

7:00 PM
Lynn Township – Carol Rask Residence:

8:00 PM

Tuesday April 14, 2026
Cathay Township – Cathay City Firehall:

1:00 PM
Bilodeau Township – Dave Richter Shop:

2:45 PM
Hawksnest Township – Larry Larson Shop:

4:15 PM

Monday April 20, 2026
Bowdon City – Community Center: 7:00 PM

Tuesday April 21, 2026
Hurdsfield – Community Hall: 7:00 PM

Monday April 27, 2026
Germantown Township – Kurt Bollingerg’s

Office: 8:00 AM

Monday April 27, 2026
Location: Hamberg Elevtor
Fairville Township: 8:30 AM
Hamberg City: 9:30 AM
Bremen Township: 10:30 AM
Norway Lake Township: 12:30 PM
Hamburg Township: 1:30 PM
Valhalla Township: 6:30 PM

Tuesday April 28, 2026
Location: KTL Meeting Room, Fessenden
Progress Township: 7:30 AM
South Cottonwood Township: 8:30 AM
West Ontario Township: 9:30 AM
Speedwell Township: 10:30 AM
Delger Township: 11:30 AM
Rusland Township: 12:30 PM
Oshkosh Township: 1:30 PM
West Norway Township: 4:30 PM
Haaland Township: 5:30 PM
Manfred Township: 7:30 PM
St. Anna Township: 8:30 PM

Wednesday April 29, 2026
Location: Harvey City Hall, Kiwana Room
Western Township: 8:30 AM
Fram Township: 9:30 AM
Heimdal Township: 10:30 AM
Wells Township: 12:00 PM
Forward Township: 1:00 PM
Crystal Lake: 6:00 PM
Pony Gulch: 6:30 PM
Hillsdale Township: 7:30 PM

Thursday April 30. 2026
Location: Sykeston Fire Hall
Woodward Township: 1:30 PM
Berlin Township: 4:30 PM
Johnson Township: 6:30 PM
Sykeston Township: 8:30 PM

(March 21 & 28, 2026)

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
The North Dakota Department of Trans-

portation (NDDOT) will receive bids for the con-
struction of the following project(s):

Job No.: 24261
Project No(s).: SS-1-036(036)038 & NH-1-

003(056)113
Length: 46.321
Type: SEAL COAT
County(s): WELLS & KIDDER Cos

Location: ND 36, JCT ND 3 (TUTTLE) E
TO KIDDER / STUTSMAN COUNTY LINE &
ND 3, JCT ND 36 (TUTTLE) N TO JCT ND

200 (HURDSFIELD)

Job No.: 24460
Project No(s).: BRC-5219(053)
Length: 0.095
Type: STRUCTURE REMOVAL & RE-

PLACEMENT
County(s): WELLS Co
Location: CMC 5219, 3 MI N OF ND 15

(FESSENDEN)

Job No.: 24784
Project No(s).: HES-1-999(063)
Length: 0
Type: PAVEMENT MARKING
County(s): WELLS, BURLEIGH, EM-

MONS, GRANT, KIDDER, LOGAN, MCIN-
TOSH, MCLEAN, MERCER, MORTON,
OLIVER, & SHERIDAN Cos

Location: VARIOUS US/STATE HIGH-
WAYS - BISMARCK DISTRICT

Job No.: 24790
Project No(s).: HES-3-999(065)
Length: 0
Type: PAVEMENT MARKING
County(s): WELLS, BENSON, CAVA-

LIER, EDDY, FOSTER, GRIGGS, NELSON,
PIERCE, RAMSEY, ROLETTE, & TOWNER
Cos

Location: VARIOUS US/STATE HIGH-
WAYS - DEVILS LAKE DISTRICT

Job No.: 24791
Project No(s).: HES-4-999(169)
Length: 0
Type: PAVEMENT MARKING
County(s): WELLS, BOTTINEAU,

BURKE, MCHENRY, MCLEAN, MOUNTRAIL,
PIERCE, RENVILLE, ROLETTE, SHERIDAN,
& WARD Cos

Location: VARIOUS US/STATE HIGH-
WAYS - MINOT DISTRICT

Bids will be received via the Bid Express
on-line bidding exchange at www.bidx.com until
09:30AM, April10, 2026. Bids will be opened at
that time at the NDDOT building on the capitol
grounds in Bismarck and the bid results will be
distributed and posted online at
https://www.dot.nd.gov/business/bidinfo.htm
approximately 30 minutes after bids are
opened.

The proposal forms, plans, and specifica-
tions are available on the NDDOT website at
http://www.dot.nd.gov and may be inspected at
the Construction Services Division, 608 East
Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, North Dakota.

All bidders not currently prequalified with
NDDOT must submit an online Contractor’s
Prequalification request to the Department at
least ten (10) business days prior to the bid
opening. The online application can be found
on the NDDOT website at
https://www.dot.nd.gov/business/contractors.ht
m

NDDOT reserves the right to reject any and
all proposals, waive technicalities, or to accept
such as may be determined in the best interests
of the state.

For disability/language assistance, call 701-
328-2978.

Requested by:
Ronald J. Henke, P.E., Director
North Dakota Department of Transportation

(March 21, 2026)

Wells County Commissioner’s
Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2026
The March meeting was called to order by

Chairman Dockter at 8:01 AM. Present at the
meeting were Stan Buxa, Dennis Dockter,
Bryan Lautt, Danny Maxwell, Brian Miller, Lydia
Gessele, and Daniel Stutlien.

The Chaseley Road was added to the
Agenda.

SB (M), BL (S) to approve the minutes from
the February Meeting. Unanimously carried.

Employee timesheets were reviewed by the
commissioners.

DM (M), BM (S) to approve the bills as pre-
sented. Unanimously carried.

The current WC Balance Sheet was re-
viewed and discussed. Also, the Auditor shared
current county investments as well as Commis-
sion controlled WC funds. DM (M), BL (S) to ap-
prove the Balance Sheet. Unanimously carried.
SB (M), DM (S) to approve Laura Muscha,
Treasurer, and Daniel Stutlien, Auditor, to pur-
chase or cash out CD’s and investments on be-
half of WC. Unanimously carried.

The only correspondence received this
month was regarding the Annual Court Facilities
Improvement Grant and 2026-28 Fishing
Proclamation for North Dakota.

Commission Portfolios were discussed.
Under the Public Comments portion of the

meeting, no one was signed up to address the
Commission.

WC Road Foreman, Brent Keller, sat with
the Commission to discuss matters of his Dept.
Keller briefly discussed the bridge replacement
and road re-route project North &amp; East of
Fessenden. Keller also shared information on
upcoming spring work, shop inspections, and
road restrictions. Regarding the Chaseley
Road, is there a possibility to make an effort to
get more clay mixed in with the gravel to im-
prove the composition of the road? The Dept.
will experiment on a 2 mile stretch this spring.

Jason Mayfield of Wold Engineering joined
the Commission meeting telephonically. May-
field updated the Commission on a scoping
change with the township project to eliminate a
bridge and re-route 47 th Ave. NE. Mayfield will

return in April with the hope of getting started as
soon thereafter as is possible. Mayfield also
suggested getting the bridge removal taken
care of simultaneously if funding is available.
This project includes both construction and en-
gineering fees. SB (M), DM (S) to approve Wold
Engineering for the road re-route. Unanimously
carried.

WC States Attorney, Oliver Bromke, met
with the Commission to share that a case is
headed for the Supreme Court and regarding
upcoming trials. Bromke also presented the
idea of going back to the people to make the
position of States Attorney a Commission-ap-
pointed position. Bromke also took questions
regarding physical capability of performing work
duties.

Jana Mogren of the Tax Director’s Office
continued a conversation with the Commission
regarding Assessor Fees. There has been no
township feedback, positive or negative, from
when this was presented at the WC TOA meet-
ing. The current Assessors Fees haven’t
changed since 2015. SB (M), BM (S) to approve
$600/township, as well as for the cities of Ham-
berg and Cathay, with other cities paying
$3.00/parcel based on 2026 taxable year, with
on-site inspections increased to $15/parcel.
Unanimously carried. This will be reviewed an-
nually. Mogren also presented a proposal from
Sidwell for Wells County land use and soil layer
updates throughout the county. BM (M), DM (S)
to approve Sidwell’s proposal for $21,475.
Unanimously carried. Mogren shared the antic-
ipated taxable valuation of WC for ‘26, not in-
cluding centrally assessed properties, to be just
over $44M. This will be a decline from ’25.

In accordance with NDCC Section 27-05.2-
02, regarding Clerk of Court funding, SB (M),
DM (S) to continue the funding agreement (.50
FTE’s) with the Supreme Court for the 2027-29
biennium. Unanimously carried.

WC Auditor Daniel Stutlien visited with the
Commission regarding Election ’26. Regarding
election workers, Stutlien informed the Commis-
sion that all workers obtained by WC are return-
ing for both the primary and general elections
in ’26, and are only waiting on the political party
appointments. Stutlien recommended an hourly
wage of $19.00 for election workers. DM (M),
BM (S) to approve the recommendation of
$19.00/hr. for election workers in both the pri-
mary and general elections. Unanimously car-
ried.

A flood plain permit request was considered
for the bridge replacement project along WC #1
North Fessenden. SB (M), BM (S) to approve
the permit. Unanimously carried.

The Commission discussed the recently
held WC TOA meeting. The Commission would
like to return to meeting with the Townships this
Summer to keep lines of communications open.
Further information can be shared on township
budgeting and required paperwork during those
meetings.

The resignation of WC Deputy Auditor,
Renae Heintz, was shared. Heintz will be step-
ping away 4/3/26, although she has agreed to
assist in the Auditor’s Office on a part time basis
for the next several months. SB (M), BL (S) to
approve the request expressing the Commis-
sion’s appreciation to Heintz for more than 34
years of outstanding service to WC. Unani-
mously carried.

The Commission discussed placing lan-
guage to raise the Road Dept. mills from 14 to
25 on the ballot in June. The Road Dept. has
been operating at a loss for years, and is reach-
ing a point where if the mills are not raised, cuts
in service will likely become a reality. BM (M),
DM (S) to approve the language as presented.
Unanimously carried.

The Commission continued discussions to-
wards completion of the long-term planning
project. SB (M), DM (S) to approve the docu-
ment as developed and presented. Unani-
mously carried.

The next Six-County Meeting will be held in
Kidder Co. Tuesday, March 10 th , at 10:00 AM.

The next regular meeting of the WC Com-
mission will be held Tuesday, April 7 th , at 8:00
AM in the KTL Building.

The next WC Departments meeting will be
held Thursday, April 16 th , at 1:00 PM.

There being no further business, the meet-
ing was adjourned at 11:09 AM.

The following Fees and Receipts were ap-
proved and ordered filed:

Clerk of Court                      $ 275.00
Recorder                             $ 3,758.70
Sheriff                                  $ 902.50
Misc.                                    $ 24,704.24
On motion, the following bills were ordered

paid: (Gross wages, when listed)
Payroll, General (1000)       $ 98,018.77
Payroll, Road (2001)            $ 43,833.09
Payroll, 911 (2003)              $ 1,351.39
Payroll, County Agent (2005) $ 3,312.21
Deposit Payroll, Social Welfare (2007) 
                                            $ 65,117.07
BC/BS Insurance                 $ 66,639.30
NDPERS Retirement           $ 662.24

GENERAL
Wells County Treasurer $39.99
Wells County Treasurer $31.06
Pitney Bowes $412.60
Wells County Treasurer $358.25
NDTC $715.03
Otter Tail $2,634.78
Fessenden City $421.96 
Wells County Treasurer $126.10
Weigelt Refrigeration $90.00
Teves Construction $50,000.00
TK Elevator $18,145.70
Kelby Houchin $500.00
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $30.63 

Herald Press $1,141.48
Advanced Business Methods $7,697.99 
ITD $1,480.60
NDTC $100.70
Renae Heintz $250.00
Jana Mogren $255.93
Janelle Pepple $250.00
Herald Press $153.00
Wells County Treasurer $935.72
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $141.71 
Uniform Center $382.98
Charles D Nyhus, MD $1,800.00
Wells County Treasurer $114.19
NDTC $58.91
Otter Tail $50.79
Wells County Treasurer $495.00 
Dakota Steedsman $511.60 
Wells County Fair Assn.          $69,132.45
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $1,334.40 
Otter Tail $754.83
Fessenden City $320.35

$160,868.7
HB 1066
Wold Engineering $49,173.75
KLJ Engineering, LLC $1,682.88

$50,856.63
JAIL & TRANS
HACTC $1,363.80
Stutsman County Correction Center 

$3,100.00
HACTC $2,900.00

$7,363.80
CO. AGENT
Leaf $235.91
NDTC $121.43
Otter Tail $48.38

$405.72
SOCIAL SERVICES
Alicia Lamm $250.00
Wells County Treasurer $60.00 
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $30.01 
Alicia Lamm $12.48
Wells County Treasurer $151.87
Wells County Treasurer $70.48
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $48.44
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $17.39
Kimberly D Goettle $250.00
Wells County Treasurer $70.17 
Patriot Fuels $259.08
Wells County Treasurer $13.76 
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $355.34
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $142.91
Kreiter Autoworks, Inc. $387.26
Wells County Treasurer $198.96
Advanced Business Methods $452.72
NDACo Resources Group       $12,795.84 
4th Corporation $140.00
Leaf $312.00
Wells County Treasurer $110.36
Wells County Treasurer $434.94 
Dakota Central $172.22
NDTC $574.17
Central City H20+ $185.00

NDACo Resources Group $1,920.00 
ITD $117.88
Wells County Treasurer $50.22
Herald Press $55.00

$19,638.50
WEED CONTROL
Donna Rau $220.87
HIGHWAY TAX
Farmers Union Oil-Fessenden $5,917.12
Wells County Treasurer $258.72
Lautt’s Auto Body $34.36
Wells County Treasurer $1,768.91
Linde Gas $166.62
Lemer $143.90
NDTC $145.58
Wells County Treasurer $88.20 

Doug Mertz $35.53
Harvey City $64.20

Wells County Treasurer $621.27
Otter Tail $639.56

Sykeston City $49.00
Northern Plains Electric $481.71

Central Plains Water $201.82
Fessenden City $255.20

Keller Plumbing $1,419.24 
$12,354.82

24-7
Office Of Attorney General $112.00
CO. AGENCY
NDSU $80.00

$251,901.0
Attest:
Daniel W Stutlien
Wells County Auditor

(March 21, 2026)

Public Notices

 

NOTICE OF LEASING 
STATE SCHOOL LANDS 

The Board of University and School 
Lands will Conduct Surface Lease 
Auctions in the following Counties: 
Benson 
Divide 
Dunn 
Eddy 
Griggs 

 Logan 
McHenry 
McIntosh 
McKenzie 
McLean 
 

 Mountrail 
Oliver 
Pierce 
Rolette 
Slope 
Williams 
 

Auctions will be held in person at location in the 
County Seat. Refer to the advertisement in the 
official county newspaper or the public lease 
auctions schedule posted on the Department of 
Trust Lands’ website for auction dates, times, 
locations, & list of tracts offered . Auctioneer will 
read specific requirements at the auction. The 
information contained in this advertisement may 
be revised prior to the auction upon further review 
by the North Dakota Department of Trust Lands. 
The Board reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids. For more information, visit 
https://land.nd.gov  or call (701) 328-2800.  
 
 
Joseph A. Heringer COMMISSIONER 
1707 N 9th St | Bismarck ND 58506 
PHONE: 701-328-2800 | FAX: 701-328-3650 | 
WEB: https://land.nd.gov 
 

 (Feb. 28, Mar. 7, 14 & 21, 2026)




