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OIL PUMPJACKS operate in Williams
county in September 2024. A North

Dakota agency is ending public notic-
es of oil an gas lease auction sin local
newspapers.
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Transparency a concern as ND agency ends
oil lease auction notices in newspapers

Jacob Orledge

North Dakota Monitor

he North Dakota agency responsible for
managing state-owned minerals is changing

how it keeps the public informed, prompting
concerns about a lack of transparency.

The Department of Trust Lands is moving ahead
with plans to stop publishing notices in local news-
papers of oil and gas lease auctions after a lawmak-
er’s attempt to delay the rule change was defeated in
an interim legislative meeting.

Rep. Don Longmuir, R-Stanley, made the motion
in Thursday’s meeting because he fears the change
will result in less transparency for communities in
his district, which includes a significant slice of the
state’s oil field.

“That’s the one thing we always hear so much
about, is transparency. Well, transparency is letting
as many people know in as many ways as you can,”
Longmuir said.

The Department of Trust Lands is responsible
for managing state-owned lands and minerals. The
agency plans to continue posting digital notices of
lease auctions on its website and through Efficient
Markets, the company that runs the process for the
state, to ensure potential bidders are aware.

Ending these notices in local newspapers will
save the agency time and money, Land Commission-

er Joseph Heringer said.

“We have a specific target market here, and the
target market is oil and gas companies who will de-
velop the leases,” Heringer said. “The goal is to get
as many of those so you can get the most bids and

the highest bids.”

Opponents of the change said public notices
should not be viewed as advertising for industry.
Local communities, mineral owners, landowners
and others all benefit from knowing if state-owned
mineral acres in their area have been nominated for
an upcoming lease auction, said Cecile Wehrman,
executive director of the North Dakota Newspaper

Association.

“This belongs to the people of North Dakota
and while it’s the state government’s job to manage
these things, it’s in all of our interest how that’s
managed,” said Wehrman. “To have the minimum
requirement that they let us know when that’s hap-

pening is a very small ask.”

She said this action is part of a trend of agencies
attempting to eliminate requirements to publish
public notices of government activity in local news-

papers in recent years.

“If this same provision would have gone before
the full Legislature, I do not believe it would have
been successful,” Wehrman said.

But the Department of Trust Lands’ obligation
to publish public notices was in the agency’s admin-
istrative rules, not state law, and required the con-
sent of the interim Administrative Rules Committee,

not the full Legislature.

“This situation with the land board is unfortu-
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ACDC welcomes new staft,
reviews finances and advances

Ronda Fink

adamscountyrecord
@gspublishing.net

Adams County
Development Cor-
poration board mem-
bers: Josh Ranum, coun-
ty representative Dusty
Laufer, city represen-
tative Michele Gaylord,
City of Reeder represen-
tative Dalton Mellmer,
vice-president Dorothy
Becker, president Nicole
Sott and Trevor Wolff
were present at the reg-
ularly scheduled meet-
ing on March 18, along

bowling alley plans

with secretary/treasur-
er and executive direc-
tor Rebecca Ferderer
and newly hired office
coordinator Mirandi
Bakken. Missing board
members were county
representative Kevin
Pagel and student direc-
tor Samantha Salazar.
Nicole called the
meeting to order at 7:01
p.m. with the first or-
der of business being
to introduce new office
staff Mirandi Bakken.
Mirandi will become full
time on April 1.

The agenda and
financial reports, along
with February’s board
meeting minutes were
approved. The monthly
balance sheet declares
$220,437.90 in the check-
ing and $77,314.14 in var-
ious other accounts.

Expenses for the
quarter included
$6,319.41 for the bowling
alley which was most-
ly utilities and taxes;
Community Promotion
Office $3,650.00; mem-
berships and sponsor-
ships in the amount of

$1,375.00; $2,985.44 in
microgrants, $500.00
to the ND Community
Foundation; $122.95 for
postage, banking fees,
secretary of state filing
fees and miscellaneous;
professional and legal
fees of $140.00; office
salaries and insurance
of $7,236.62 and the
final expense to Small
Business Development
Corporation Support
(SBDC) for $5,000.00.
Next on the agen-
da was discussion on
a financial audit. Last

month Josh Ranum con-
tacted Nathan Stadheim
about doing a financial
audit of ACDC’s books.
Nathan is not licensed
to do a formal and com-
plete audit, but he is
willing to do a reconcili-
ation audit for the years
that have not been com-
pleted by Haley Evans.
With a reconciliation au-
dit he will check entries
to make sure they are in
the proper accounts and
they balance. Rebecca
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