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will contact Nathan to 
complete the audit and 
taxes for 2024 and 2025. 
Rebecca recommended 
having Nathan work on 
just one year at a time.  
	 The contracts be-
tween the three entities 
utilizing the Community 
Promotions Office 
building and personnel 
were signed stating how 
much each entity would 
put towards the cost of  
maintaining the office 
and personnel.
	 According to 
February’s meeting 
minutes Rae’s Boutique 
applied for the ACDC 
Loan Collateral 
Microgrant Program. 
Rae’s Boutique will re-
ceive the 12-month line 
of  credit from Dacotah 
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Bank in the amount of  
$5,000.00. The CD renews 
in the 12 months but the 
program allows for re-
newal up to three years. 
As with The Rustic 
Orchid, the board stated 
depending upon how 
each year goes will de-
termine if  they continue 
the program with the 
individual businesses.
	 The bulk of  the 
meeting was discussion 
on businesses that are 
needing to be filled. 
Again this month, there 
was nothing to report 
on the dental office. The 
4As car wash is on their 
radar and discussion on 
the progress of  the sell-
ing of  The Peacock. 
	 At February’s meet-
ing the bowling alley 

subcommittee updated 
the board on ongoing 
bids received for various 
aspects of  the project. 
Trevor shared quotes for 
new bowling equipment, 
a new roof, paving the 
north side of  the build-
ing and mock dig sites 
which would include 
molds/castings and ex-
hibits. The group is still 
waiting on additional 
quotes for construc-
tion related projects. 
In February’s meeting, 
the board voted to al-
low the subcommittee 
spend up to $488,000 on 
new Brunswick equip-
ment and lanes which 
would include removal 
and disposal of  the old 
equipment and lanes, 
up to $220,000 on an 
existing quote for the 
roof, up to $10,000 for 
mock dig sites including 
the mold, castings and 

exhibits from the ND 
State Historical Society. 
However, the subcom-
mittee waiting to receive 
quotes from more than 
one vendor for each 
step. The group has not 
received any money to 
pay for anything as of  
yet. It seems the longer 
they wait, the lower 
some of  the quotes are 
going. Dalton informed 
the group that he visited 
with the owners of  the 
Bowman bowling alley 
and he told Dalton they 
didn’t have to take up 
the whole alley floors. 
They took up only 8 feet 
and placed the new al-
ley over the top of  what 
they left. The group is 
hoping this will save 
some money. They now 
have a couple of  con-
tractors showing inter-
est in the remodel of  the 
bar, kitchen and dining 

areas. Several ideas of  
design have been provid-
ed to the subcommittee.
	 The board moved 
to sign the vacate of  the 
alley in the event the 
alley vacation moves.
	 In February the of-
fice reported they had 
received notification the 
insurance coverage on 
the two vehicles leased 
by ACDC to Commercial 
Bee Supply was about 
to lapse. Once contact-
ed, Erin Timm sent the 
office copies of updat-
ed insurance cards. 
At March’s meeting 
Rebecca reported there 
was correspondence 
requesting an update 
on the loan balance 
Commercial Bee Supply 
took out through ACDC.
	 There also was not 
much to report on for 
the American Legion 
project. In February 

the Legion reported 
they were to meet with 
Melana Howe to apply 
for grant opportunities 
to help that organiza-
tion purchase the KMM 
building. The Legion 
is currently waiting to 
hear on those grants.
	 The group was in 
support of  student di-
rector Sammie Salazar’s 
and Chamber student di-
rector Katie Buckmier’s 
idea for advertising 
which is to expand upon 
the Wide Open Wonder 
campaign by asking 
young people to make 
videos of  the things they 
do in the area.
	 On that note, and 
with no more business 
to discuss, the ACDC 
March meeting was ad-
journed. The next meet-
ing was set for April 15th 
at 7:00 p.m. at The Rural 
Collective.

nate because the publi-
cation requirement was 
within their adminis-
trative rule, and they 
amended that, and so 
it didn’t go through the 
same legislative process 
that we’re used to,” 
said Katie Winbauer, a 
Bismarck attorney who 
serves as a lobbyist for 
the newspaper associa-
tion. 
	 The Legislature de-
feated proposals to elimi-
nate requirements to 
publish requests for bids 
on highway construction 
and county commission 

minutes in local news-
papers as recently as the 
2025 legislative session. 
	 “Over and over 
again, in the last session, 
we had strong support 
for continued publi-
cation of  all kinds of  
notices in newspapers,” 
Wehrman said. 
	 It’s possible the 
newspaper association 
will ask the full Legisla-
ture to amend state law 
in the 2027 legislative 
session to require the 
Department of  Trust 
Lands to resume pub-
lishing notices of  oil 

and gas lease auctions, 
Wehrman said. 
	 The chair of  the 
interim committee that 
allowed the agency to 
proceed with the rule 
change, Sen. Bob Paul-
son, R-Minot, noted this 
action will not affect 
other types of  public 
notices. But he also said 
society is transitioning 
to more of  an online cul-
ture and publication of  
public notices in news-
papers “makes less and 
less sense.”
	 “At what point does 
it become, you know, a 
burden for these orga-
nizations financially, 
where the return on 
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investment just isn’t 
there?” Paulson asked in 
an interview. “So that’s 
one aspect of  it.”
	 Detractors of  the 
rule change argue news-
papers are still essential 
in many rural communi-
ties throughout the state. 
Research by the North 
Dakota Newspaper As-
sociation shows news-
papers reach at least 
75% of  households in a 
majority of  the state’s 
counties. A 2024 survey 
by the organization 
showed 80% of  North 
Dakotans prefer public 
notices be published by 
an independent source, 
rather than the govern-
ment, Wehrman said. 
	 Longmuir said many 
of  his constituents, espe-
cially the older genera-
tions, are not necessarily 
online and still prefer to 
get their news through 
physical newspapers. 
	 “We want to keep 
all of  our population 
informed, not just those 
that are tech savvy,” the 
lawmaker said. 
	 Wehrman said the 
Department of  Trust 

Lands has paid an 
average of  $17,000 an-
nually in the last three 
years for public notices, 
according to the newspa-
per association’s system, 
which includes the cost 
of  all public notices and 
not just oil and gas lease 
auctions. Heringer said 
he believes all the agen-
cy’s public notices are 
published through the 
newspaper association.
	 A member of  the 
agency’s staff has pre-
viously estimated the 
department spends be-
tween $30,000 and $40,000 
annually to publish pub-
lic notices, half  of  which 
is for notices of  oil and 
gas lease auctions. 
	 “Even so, I would 
argue that even $30,000 
is a very small amount 
of  money to pay to keep 
local mineral owners 
somewhat abreast of  the 
types of  oil activity that 
is going on, especially 
when we’re dealing with 
an industry where it 
is so hard to find any 
public information,” 
Wehrman said. “If  the 
general public is going 

to be required to go out 
of  their way to even find 
out when those auctions 
are happening, that’s 
going to be a real discon-
nect for the people who 
live in oil country.”
	 Heringer said there 
is a “broader, ongoing 
public debate” on the 
utility of  publishing 
notices in newspapers 
as society becomes more 
digital and acknowl-
edged the agency has 
had internal discussions 
on how to continue 
reaching demographics 
of  the public, especially 
the older segment of  the 
farming and ranching 
community, who may 
not keep tabs on the 
agency’s website. 
	 “That’s been some-
thing we’ve kind of  gone 
back and forth with and 
debated internally as an 
agency,” Heringer said.
	 The rule change will 
take effect April 1. The 
Department of  Trust 
Lands will continue to 
publish public notices 
of  planned auctions of  
surface land, as required 
by the state constitution.
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Hettinger City has KMM 

building contract ready 

for American Legion
Night Hawk basketball 

loses 2, wins 1

Ronda Fink

acrnews@gspublishing.net

Fettig retires as

Veterans Service officer

Eric Harrold

acrnews@gspublishing.net

NIGHT HAWK GUARD JAEDA JENSEN takes a jump shot against Flasher on 

Saturday, January 17 in Hettinger. Flasher won the game 49-23. | ACR Photo Eric Harrold

Eric Harrold

acrnews@gspublishing.net
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Adams County veter-

ans service officer Frank 

Fettig is retiring from his 

position this spring, one 

that he has held for the 

past three years. 

“I will miss working 

with all of  you and veter-

ans of  Adams County,” 

Fettig said at the Adams 

County Commissioners 

meeting on January 13.

“We definitely appre-

ciate your service and its 

easy to recognize your 

passion for working for 

veterans,” responded com-

mission chairman Dustin 

medical issues recently 

and feels the need to 

allocate more time and 

attention to resolving his 

personal health problems. 

“It’s getting worse, but 

there doesn’t seem to be any 

resolutions coming from 

the medical field, so I don’t 

know what it is, and doctors 

can’t tell me either,” he 

said. “Walking from there 

to here is a strain.”

For the past three 

years, it has been Fettig 

on the other end, trying 

to help others deal with  

their own personal health 

dilemmas. And it hasn’t 

just been older folks, as 

Laufer. “We can’t express 

enough for the time you 

have put in, and we thank 

you very much for it.”

Fettig has been dealing 

with some undiagnosed 

At its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, 

January 14, Hettinger mayor James Lindquist in-

formed city council that the city’s legal counsel had 

prepared a contract-for-deed agreement that would 

be presented to American Legion Post #115 for the 

purchase of  the Killdeer Mountain Manufacturing 

building. 

Lindquist reported that he walked through the 

KMM building with Legion representatives. He 

noted that three machines for producing hats along 

with a t-shirt machine and dryer remain on the 

main production floor but are turned off and not 

presently in operation.

 Roehl informed Lindquist that he has arranged 

for a technician to come to disassemble a t-shirt 

machine but Roehl indicated that might not happen 

until the end of  the month. Roehl transferred utili-

ties on the date of  the city council meeting, leaving 

utilities to be paid by the city, according to city audi-

tor Krista Faller.

Council members agreed that given that the city 

has resumed payment for utilities, the expectation 

is that Roehl’s property is completely removed from 

the building by the end of  this month. 

Legion representatives are hoping to be in 

the building sometime in February according to 

Lindquist. If  the Legion comes up funding to ac-

quire the building under the contract-for-deed 

terms, they will have to pay the city in the amount 

of  $50,005.63 per year for six years. 

Lindquist indicated that at least one community 

member had communicated to him that selling the 

KMM building should be a process that is fair to 

other businesses like restaurants and motels that 

the business being proposed by the Legion would 

Shannon Hewson and Billy Doerr with Brosz 

Engineering appeared before the Hettinger City 

Council at its regular monthly meeting on January 14 

to discuss the findings and recommendations resulting 

from closed circuit televising, existing document re-

view, and visual inspection conducted.

Hewson said the hope was to talk about what the 

firm’s findings suggested for future potential projects 

and the direction which the city might want to go. 

He said approximately 44 percent of  the city’s 181 

blocks (65,000 linear feet) of  water pipeline PVC, is in 

good condition. The remaining water mains were in-

stalled in the 1950’s (3%), 1970’s (24%), and 1980’s (30%). 

Hewson said there were some failures beginning to 

surface in the form of  iron fittings, something seen in 

other communities with pipe exceeding 40 years of  life. 

Hewson said about 53,000 feet of  sewer pipe cover-

ing 147 blocks, includes 17,000 feet or 32 percent PVC 

Brosz Engineering visits

about water main pipeline

condition with city council

Eric Harrold

acrnews@gspublishing.net
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Bulldog girls main-

tain double-digit lead 

through three quarters 

to top Night Hawks

Freshman phenom 

Jaylee Fischer scored 17 

points and sophomore 

Jordyn Honeyman added 

16 to lead Bowman to a 

60-48 home court win over 

the Hettinger-Scranton 

Night Hawks on Tuesday, 

January 13. 

Sophomore Acalia 

Olson tallied 17 points 

and sophomore Delaynah 

Nagel added 11 to lead the 

Night Hawks in scoring. 

Early in the game, 

steady contributor Jaeda 

Jensen got into foul trou-

ble and spent more time 

on the bench than usual, 

depriving the team of  her 

offensive abilities.

The Bulldogs never 

completely pulled away 

but rather maintained a 

steady 11-13 point lead 

from the second quarter 

through the end of  the 

game. 
While the Night 

Hawks played well in 

stretches, too many turn-

overs combined with ex-

cellent shooting at times 

by the Bulldogs prevented 

them from closing the 

gap. 
Rounding out the 

scoring for the victorious 

Bulldogs: Livia Bowman 

11, Emily Burke 8, Reagan 

Stadheim 5, and Teagan 

Homelvig 3.

For the Night Hawks: 

Katie Buckmier 9, Jaeda 

Jensen 7, and Kyan 

Stadheim 4.

Flasher Bulldogs too 

much for Night Hawks, 

improve to 14-0 with 

road win

The Flasher Bulldogs 

blew into Hettinger like 

a fierce prairie wind and 

took control of  the game 

early to win 49-23.

The Night Hawks kept 

it close in the first quarter 

and were only down by 

eight points at the end of  

the period at 14-6. 

They managed to 

keep things relatively 

close at halftime with the 

Bulldogs leading 28-15. 

Things quickly got 

out of  control for the 

Night Hawks in the third 

quarter of  play with 

costly turnovers that the 

Bulldogs were able to cap-

italize on to lead 44-16. 

Flasher had scoring 

contributions by eight 

different players, led by 

guard Gentry Schmidt’s 

18 points. Rounding out 

the Bulldogs scoring: 

Ellie Skretteberg 6, 

Kinley Eckroth 2, Khloe 

Vetter 4, Chaskee Schmidt 

3, Jocelyn Rossow 6, 

Adison Vetter 7, and Piper 

Schmidt 4.

The Night Hawks were 

led in scoring by Acalia 

Olson’s 10 points. Others 
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GOP Distict 39 endorses

at local meeting

Eric Harrold

acrnews@gspublishing.net

Three sons, 

One hospital

First baby of 2026 born at 

West River Health Services

Beth Erickson  |  WRHS Marketing/Community Relations

TREASURER SCOTT OURADNICK collects ballots for N.D. House of 

Representatives candidate endorsement at N.D. GOP District 39 Candi-

date Endorsing and Delegate Convention. | ACR Photo Eric Harrold
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West River Health Services was honored to wel-

come the first baby born in 2026, a special milestone 

made even more meaningful by the family’s deep roots 

with our hospital. The newest arrival is Nathan and 

Amanda Strid’s third son. Continuing a family tra-

dition, as all three of  their sons have been delivered, 

right here at West River Health Services. 

When asked why the Strid’s chose West River 

Health Services for their delivery and what keeps them 

coming back, Amanda shared how important comfort, 

familiar faces, and community are to their family. 

“With my husband being gone at times for work, 

its’s nice to have a hospital close to home with family 

close by, staff that know your case, and being able to 

care for you without all the questions.”

That sense of  trust made this milestone even more 

meaningful. Being cared for by familiar faces and local 

team added comfort during such an important moment.

“I love the fact of  being able to keep the same set 

of  doctors during the whole time. I really enjoy the 

small-town feel where everyone cares for everyone.”

During her stay, one moment stood out above the rest, 

the compassion and reassurance provided by the care 

team during a fast moving and emotional experience. 

“Having babies can be scary at times. The nurses 

are great, the surgery team was great. It is scary with 

everything happening so fast. It is nice to have nurses 

who care, come sit with you, visit about family, and 

give you any tips and tricks they have learned along 

the way. It is also great that even after their long days; 

the doctors come and check on you.”

When asked what it meant to deliver close to home 

in her own community, she shared, “The small-town feel, 

everyone is family and not afraid to help each other.”

West River Health Services is proud to be a part of  

moments like this, caring for generations of  families, 

welcoming new lives, and continuing a tradition of  

community centered care. 

Congratulations to this wonderful family on wel-

coming their son, Sawyer Leo, and celebrating the first 

baby of  2026 at West River Health Services!

MOM AMANDA STRID HOLDING SAWYER LEO STRID, is pictured with, 

standing left to right, Chelsea Burns, RN Assistant Chief Nursing Officer, 

Alyson Kornele, Chief Executive Officer and dad Nathan Strid. | Submitted Photo

Nearly 70 folks were in 

attendance at the North 

Dakota GOP District 39 

Candidate Endorsing and 

Delegate Convention held 

at the Hettinger Armory on 

Wednesday, January 28. 

Attendees began to ar-

rive around 5 p.m. and were 

treated to a gracious helping 

of chili as they renewed 

acquaintances and visited 

with friends and family. The 

meeting got underway short-

ly after 6:30 in the Hettinger 

Armory. 
District 39 elected 15 

delegates to attend the 2026 

North Dakota State GOP 

Convention. There are 

63 openings available, so 

Chairman Jacob Odermann 

requests interested individ-

uals reach out to him to be 

added to the list. 

Greg Kessel of Belfield 

was the lone candidate in 

appearance running for N.D. 

State Senate. Kessel, who sits 

on the Energy and Natural 

Resources Committee, said 

that representation was 

important to both “main 

street” and the agricultural 

community. 

Specifically, he men-

tioned ranchers out in the 

national grasslands and 

farmers as being important 

groups to represent as a 

member of the state senate. 

Kessel reminded folks 

that the third largest in-

dustry across the district is 

tourism. 
“It’s a lot of  what goes 

on in Medora,” Kessel stat-

ed. “You may agree or dis-

agree on what took place 

in Medora with the library 

and everything, but the 

fact of  the matter is that it 

is there, and it is going to 

be there forever. As hard as 

it is sometimes, we need to 

embrace that and make the 

best of  it.”

Kessel concluded by stat-

ing that he looked forward 

to serving folks in the dis-

trict for another term. 

Three candidates 

for the State House of  

Representatives were in ap-

pearance: Keith Kempenich 

of  Bowman, Mike Schatz 

of  New England, and Jason 

Dodge of  Bowman. 

Kempenich whose 

representation in the leg-

islature dates back to 1993, 

was nominated by Chris 

Johnson of  Bowman, sec-

onded by Chuck Whitney. 

Kempenich emphasized 

the need to consider the 

impacts of  legislation on 

the district’s young resi-

dents, pointing out that it 

sometimes takes five years 

or more for the impact of  

legislation to become fully 

realized. 
“When you make a 

statute or put a law into 

place, you gotta look at the 

long-term application and 

not just current events,” 

he said.
As a member of the 

Appropriations Committee, 

Kempenich conveyed his 

perspective on the relation-

ship between money and 

policy, saying that, “policy 

drives money, but money 

drives policy.”

The second House of  

Representatives candidate, 

Mike Schatz, used his vote 

on a couple of  failed House 

bills on school lunch to 

give those in attendance 

insight into his perspective 

on entitlement issues and 

important distinctions that 

explained his position. 

He described House 

Bill 1624, a measure he 

voted against that would 

have given free lunch to all 

students in public schools, 

regardless of  family in-

come. 
“That means if  you 

make over $100,000 or if  

you make a million dollars, 

your child is going to get 

free lunch, regardless of  

income,” he explained. 

He voted for House Bill 

1627, which gave free lunch 

to the children of  families 

with incomes under $96,450 

for a family of  four.

“This is three times the 

poverty rate and I don’t 

believe in wasting the 

peoples’ money, and if  you 

can afford to pay for your 

child’s lunch, you should,” 

he said. 
Schatz said the differ-

ence between the two bills 

was a savings of  $68 mil-

lion for the state. 

“There’s no such thing 

as a free lunch,” he said. 

“Somebody’s going to pay 

for it. However, I do want to 

help people that are strug-

gling financially.”

Schatz then pointed 

to the support for free 

lunch legislation by North 

Dakota United, which he 

said was the largest labor 

union in the state. 

He concluded on the 

subject by pointing out that 

there were other safety 

nets in place that could 

address the school lunch 

issue. 
“If  you suspect a child 

of  being malnourished, 

and only 1 percent are,” he 

said. You should go directly 

to the school board, then 

the superintendent, and 

finally to social services to 

reverse the situation.”

Schatz summarized 

his view as a lifelong 

Republican by pointing out 

the party platform compo-

nents. 
“A strong national 

defense, personal responsi-

bility, limited government, 

and lower taxes are some 

of the main tenants of our 

platform,” he said, pointing 

out that the number of state 

employees had increased by 

430 since 2023.

The third and final can-

didate for the State House 

of Representatives, Jason 

Dodge along with his wife, 

Tressa of Bowman are 

owner-operators of the Lazy 

JS Ranch, a quarter horse 

operation that has been in 

business for 68 years. 

Dodge, who was nomi-

nated by Frank Laufer and 

seconded by Greg Kessel, 

emphasized the pursuit of  

life (which he defined as 

beginning at conception), 

liberty, and the pursuit of  

happiness. 

He gave a nod of agree-

ment to Frank Laufer who 

nominated him for his com-

ments on Dodge’s ability to 

listen to others.

“I would rather listen 

to your problems and then 

work with you to come 

up with common sense, 

Constitutional ways to solve 

your problems,” he said. 

Dodge pointed to his 

willingness to be available 

to constituents which he 

said was demonstrated back 

when he ran for sheriff of  

Bowman County. 

“When I was running for 

sheriff, I used to tell people, 

and the people of Bowman 

County know this,” he said. 

“I have a landline and I’m in 

the phone book. You can call 

me when you want day or 

night.”
Dodge said the goal of  

those conversations would 

be to come up with a mutual-

ly agreed upon solution but 
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Trees, Armory, roller 

skating on Hettinger City 

Council agenda
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SEE CITY COUNCIL | PAGE 4

2026 ADAMS/SLOPE 4-H Livestock Judging competitors with Coaches Alix Manthei (left) and Dave Pearson (right). | Submitted photo

submitted by

Aspen Lenning

Adams County Extnesion

Alix Manthei

Hettinger’s City Council met in regular session on 

Wednesday, March 18th in the conference room at the 

Armory. Present were Krista Faller, city auditor; Mayor 

James Lindquist and members Randy Burwick, David 

Parrill and Carl Ebert with Michele Gaylord via phone.

After approving the February 11th regular meeting, 

February 12th special meeting for a Pastime beer garden 

permit and the February 24th special meeting on the Allo 

Towers conditional use permit, the board approved finan-

cial statement. The amended agenda was approved after 

adding two items – the election contract with the county 

and American Legion Letter of Support.

First on the agenda was Darin Seamands with the Tree 

Board. Mr. Seamands said he was there on behalf of the 

rest of the tree board members who are Anna Block, Kane 

Melling, Liz Lindquist and Rodney Howe. Mr. Seamands 

said some of the group attended a presentation by Adams 

County Extension Agent Aspen Lenning and forester 

Joel Allen. After the presentation Aspen and Joel toured 

Hettinger and suggested trees in need of attention.

Mr. Seamands informed the Council there are several 

grants available through the National Forestry Service for 

the removal/planting of trees. The tree board is looking 

at a ND Forest Service Rural Canopy Improvement grant 

which does not require matching funds but does require 

that for every tree removed, a tree must be planted. The 

grant’s purpose is to stimulate the development of inno-

vative and effective community forestry projects in rural 

communities. Eligible applicants are public entities who 

represent a community with a population of 2,500 or less. 

The applicants must also contact NDFS personnel for proj-

ect planning. The public entity is eligible to receive a maxi-

mum grant up to $10,000 with bids or price quotes required 

Adams/Slope 4-H

livestock judging team

ends season on high note

The 2026 4-H Livestock 

Judging for the Adams/

Slope Counties flew by, 

and the teams went out on 

a high note! The 2026 sea-

son brought a lot of  new 

judgers, hard work, and 

a multitude of  successes. 

For those unfamiliar with 

the program, livestock 

judging is a competitive 

analysis of  various live-

stock classes (four per 

class- hogs, beef, goats, 

sheep). The competitors 

get twelve minutes per 

class to judge and take 

notes. They then take 

some time to study their 

notes and prepare their 

reasons. They then give 

oral reasons to a judge 

about why they placed 

which animal where. They 

build public speaking 

skills, observational skills, 

and get hands-on learning 

about livestock. 

The livestock season 

officially kicked off at 

the end of  December 

with practice, practicing 

through January, leading 

up to contests starting in 

February. The first contest 

is always the Roughrider 

Contest in Dickinson. The 

junior team took home 3rd 

with three judgers landing 

in the top ten (Citti C., 

Rylin E., & Maggie W.). 

The senior team did not 

have a full team in atten-

dance, yet Grady B. took 

home 6th. 
The following week-

end, the team ventured 

to the eastern side of  the 

state to participate in 

the 100th annual Little I 

celebration at NDSU. The 

junior and senior teams 

had a great day in Fargo, 

both taking home 3rd 

place! In the junior divi-

sion, Rylin E. took 10th in 

reasons and 15th overall. 

Khloe Campbell was 3rd 

overall and received 8th 

in reasons. On the senior 

side, Mika S. was 3rd in 

reasons and 5th overall, 

while Grady B. took 5th in 

reasons and 7th overall. 

Hettinger Fire District

says Thank You to members

Ronda Fink

acrnews@gspublishing.net

Neither snow nor fire 

will stop the determined 

members of  the Hettinger 

Fire District as they came 

together Saturday, March 

14 to honor members for 

their years of  service and 

those who have retired.

The event, which was 

held at the Hettinger Fire 

Department, began with 

a supper organized by 

the board members and 

spouses.
Acknowledged for their 

years of  service were Brad 

Messer receiving his 5 

year pin along with David 

Timm and Rich Jahner 

their 10 year pins.

Also honored were 

two members who re-

tired — Darrin Semands 

after 17 years of  service 

and Darwin Manor with 4 

years of  service. Darwin 

and wife, Dee, moved to 

Kansas this past summer 

to be with Darwin’s family.

Kalen Manthei, chief  

since 2022, said “The de-

partment is grateful for 

the willingness of  all who 

serve the community and 

to all who overwhelmingly 

support the department 

financially.”

Ronda Fink

acrnews@gspublishing.net

HETTINGER FIRE CHIEF Kalen 

Manthei reflects upon this last 

year. | Submitted photo Kellie Timm

County commissioners

meet in regular session

Ronda Fink

acrnews@gspublishing.net

County commissioners Tuesday, March 10th 

found Dusty Laufer, Kevin Pagel, Steven West and 

county auditor Krista Faller at the Adams County 

Commissioner’s regular meeting.

The meeting opened with the approval of  the 

February 17 minutes and March 10 agenda with the 

report of  office fees collected for the road and bridge 

fund of  $40,778.29 and the Recorder’s office $1,708.70.

The financial statement was reviewed

Lynn Heath was re-appointed to the Adams County 

Airport Authority and Tyler Campbell to the Adams 

County Planning and Zoning Board.

Two applications were received for the Veterans 

Service Officer position – Chris Upton from south 

of  Bucyrus and Laci Coates from the VSO office for 

Bowman and Slope Counties. After some discussion 

the Commissioners offered the position to Mr. Upton.

Katie Roseland, tax director/zoning administrator, 

reported all sections of  flood plain management 

have been removed from the county zoning policy to 

eliminate the county of  any obligation for managing 

flood plains. The option is still available to join the 

NFIP later if  circumstances change. West informed 
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Adams County 

Commissioners Dustin 

Laufer, Kevin Pagel, and 

Steven West continued 

to work through ongoing 

county road issues. 

Commissioners also 

discussed potential 911 

address changes during 

their Oct. 14 meeting. 

Chairperson Laufer 

clarified that the address 

changes are for rural 

Adams County—not city 

roads—and that if  those 

county addresses could 

be isolated, survey costs 

would be reduced by 

mailing questionnaires 

only to residents affected 

by the potential changes.

Two members of  

the community repor-

ted to the commission 

regarding their con-

cerns about 23rd Street 

(Overhead Road). They 

stated that it is in dan-

gerously poor condition, 

with so many potholes 

that drivers are often 

traveling on the wrong 

side of  the road to avoid 

them. This creates a ha-

zardous situation when 

drivers coming over the 

hill in their correct lane 

must take the ditch to 

prevent a collision. Com-

missioners noted that 

gravel and grading for 

that road remain on the 

list of  county priorities. 

Laufer responded that 

the county is currently 

three years behind on 

graveling roads and, at 

the time of  the meeting, 

contractors had been 

hauling large amounts 

of  gravel to complete 

work on Country Club 

Road. He went on to 

explain that county 

workers are handling an 

increased workload until 

another person is hired. 

They will be advertising 

again to fill an additional 

Adams County Highway 

Department maintenan-

ce worker position soon.

Commissioners 

said that if  traveling 

23rd Street is truly a 

dangerous situation, 

barricades should be 

considered until the 

road can be repaired. 

It was discussed that a 

significant amount of  

tax dollars has gone into 

the repair and mainte-

nance of  23rd Street, and 

it is unfortunate that 

the road is currently in 

such poor condition. The 

commission also discus-

sed that driving speeds 

and the amount of  heavy 

traffic are both contribu-

ting factors. Laufer and 

Highway Superinten-

dent Justin Blade have 

discussed the road’s con-

dition and are working 

through prioritizations. 

Laufer added that the 

plan is to get gravel spre-

ad and packed before the 

ground freezes. Discus-

sions were also held 

regarding implementing 

spot weighing on that 

road. Commissioners 

reported that they have 

reached out to law enfor-

cement officials to arran-

ge vehicle weighing, 

noting that if  only one 

truck is weighed, word 

might spread and others 

may reroute to avoid it. 

Temporary speed limit 

signs were also discus-

sed as a short-term 

safety measure.

The commissioners 

received very positive 

feedback on the com-

pleted Black and Blue 

Road project. Several 

attendees commented 

that they had driven the 

road since its completion 

and said it was very well 

done and greatly  

improved.
Commissioners 

unanimously approved 

Steven West as the Nor-

th Dakota State Fair Ad-

visory Board delegate. 

They also accepted the 

written resignation of  

current 911 Coordinator, 

Sheriff Jordan Fisher, 

whose resignation was 

effective immediately. 

Commissioners discus-

sed efforts to secure a 

new 911 Coordinator for 

October and beyond, 

noting that a temporary 

appointment may be ne-

eded until a permanent 

replacement is found. 

They expressed support 

for the Office of  Emer-

gency Management 

potentially assuming the 

coordinator role. It was 

reported that the coor-

dinator position has a 

fixed pay rate of  approxi-

mately $500 per month.

Krista Faller, Coun-

ty Auditor/Treasurer for 

Adams County, North 

Dakota, reported that 

one property reverted 

to Adams County for 

nonpayment of  de-

linquent taxes levied 

against it. The property 

will be offered for sale 

on November 18, 2025, 

to the highest bidder 

at 10:00 a.m. in Faller’s 

office at the courthouse. 

The information will be 

published in the new-

spaper, and no bids will 

be accepted for less than 

the appraised value. The 

property is Lot 12, Block 

17, John’s-Farr Addition, 

located at 301 Fourth 

Avenue North, Hettin-

ger, N.D. Reported levied 

taxes and assessments 

against the property 

totaled $11,784.60.

County Commissioners address road 

County Commissioners address road 

concerns and 911 coordination
concerns and 911 coordination

On Wednesday, October 29, at 1:00 p.m., the 

Hettinger City Council held a special session 

via telephone conference to address additional 

expenses for the city’s sewer camera inspection 

and cleaning project. Mayor James Lindquist 

called the meeting to order, and the agenda—with 

only one action item—was approved. Council 

members discussed the additional costs of  sewer 

CCTV cleaning.

The original June quote of  $109,000, which 

had been previously approved by the council, 

included costs for the entire sewer system to 

be camera-inspected and cleaned, as well as a 

built-in allowance in case some lines required 

heavier cleaning, reported Shannon Hewson 

of  Brosz Engineering. Hewson explained that 

there is now more heavy cleaning needed than 

originally anticipated. He said CC Steel is willing 

to perform the extra work but has requested a 

discounted hourly rate to clean the remaining 

lines. Normally, the company would charge $450 

per hour; however, they are offering to complete 

the additional cleaning at $350 per hour.

Hewson noted that although some heavy 

cleaning was already included in the approved 

quote, CC Steel has spent five to six hours cleaning 

per section. He said he met the crew on-site after 

the October council meeting, and at Seventh Street 

and Railroad Avenue, they encountered a main 

that was one-quarter to one-half  full of  sediment. 

Hewson instructed them to go ahead and clean 

that dense section anyway to keep the camera 

moving, as the project needed to be completed 

before winter.

Council member David Parrill told Hewson 

that since the engineers have been managing 

the project, if  they determine from the data, 

research, and camera footage that CC Steel is 

doing its job but simply encountered unexpected 

site conditions, then he would agree with the 

additional expense not to exceed $30,000. The 

mayor and council members in attendance agreed 

that the project needed to continue and that the 

heavier workload justified the added cost. Parrill 

noted that prices will not be getting any cheaper 

and that the additional cleaning will result in 

more effective and less expensive maintenance in 

the long term. Hewson confirmed, stating, “That’s 

exactly what it is—a different site condition.”

Hewson explained that heavy cleaning is 

required along Railroad Avenue from Second 

Street South all the way to Ninth Street, where the 

line crosses the railroad and follows Mirror Lake 

Road. He further noted that nine remaining trunk 

lines still need to be cleaned. He said that with the 

equipment being used, there is no dump time or 

clean-out time necessary, meaning the incurred 

costs are solely for inspection and  

line-cleaning services.

Council members agreed the work must 

be completed before winter and unanimously 

approved the additional cleaning expenses, not  

to exceed $30,000.

Sewer camera 

inspections 

yield heavier 

cleaning needs   

KARLA J. FLAK

acrnews@gspublishing.net

Adams County Commissioners Dustin Laufer, Kevin Pagel, and Steven West work through issues at their Oct. 14 meeting. They 

heard concerns from the public regarding safety issues because of 23rd Street Road conditions. I PHOTO BY KARLA J. FLAK
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Four decades of magic
Four decades of magic

Long time 
Hettinger family 
business for sale

T
he cold didn’t slow Hettinger down as the 

community came together for the 40th Annual 

Wake Up Santa Celebration on November 28, 

marking a major milestone of  a cherished tradition 

that once again filled Main Street with holiday spir-

it, hometown pride, and plenty of  Christmas cheer.

 What began in the mid-1980s as a Disneyland-

inspired event proposed to the Hettinger Area 

Chamber of  Commerce by Cindy Hame to welcome 

Santa to town has grown into a signature seasonal 

kickoff for Hettinger and surrounding communi-

ties. Each year, families gather downtown to watch 

Santa “wake up,” officially kicking off the holiday 

season with joy, nostalgia, and plenty of  fami-

ly-friendly activities.

 The evening’s festivities began with a warm 

and meaningful moment as Mayor James Lindquist, 

joined by his family, led the community in the annu-

al Christmas tree lighting ceremony. As Centennial 

Square glowed to life, the crowd gathered downtown 

erupted in applause, signaling the official start of  

this year’s celebration.

 Immediately following the lighting, spectators 

were treated to the beloved Hettinger Jaycees fire-

works show. Bursts of  color lit up the snowy sky, 

 Sunday’s sloppy 

joe fundraiser held 

at Pastime is one of  

seemingly countless 

efforts by 2026 Close Up 

students at Hettinger 

Public School to raise 

money to pay for 

their spring trip to 

Washington D.C. and 

New York City. 

 Ten students along 

with four chaperones 

will spend from April 

12 to April 19 on the 

trip, which should be 

informative as well as a 

chance to explore life in 

the big city. 

 Ronda Schauer, who 

serves as secretary and 

treasurer for the group 

 Dwight and Kathy 

Knudson have enjoyed 

the pleasure of  greet-

ing familiar faces at 

Knudson Feeds, Inc. 

for more than half  a 

century, 51 years to be 

exact, but the couple has 

decided it’s time to turn 

their attention to other 

things. 
 Over the past sev-

eral years, the notion 

started coming to them 

with the frequency 

increasing in recent 

months. 

 “It’s got to the point 

that the physical part of  

it is a challenge,” said 

Dwight. “I don’t like to 

lift heavy things any-

more.” 
 It all started when 

Knudson’s grandfather 

Peter Knudson began 

operating a grain eleva-

tor and flour mill back 

in 1929. In 1947, a pellet 

mill was added to the 

flour mill, with both lost 

to a fire in 1961 that the 

elevator survived. 

 A second fire oc-

curred in March of  1980, 

resulting in the loss of  

both the elevator and 

the pellet mill. It was at 

this time the business 

began to offer liquid 

feed.
 Another product 

that was sold from the 

beginning of  the busi-

ness that has tapered off 

in recent years is coal. 

Today both stoker and 

lump coal are available 

to customers.

 Time has brought 

change to many aspects 

of  the business includ-

ing the addition of  var-

ious product lines, but 

one thing stands out to 

customers and the own-

ers alike. Knudson says 

that many prices have 

more than doubled since 

taking over the busi-

ness. 
 Cow cake, for ex-

ample, was less than 

$100 per ton, a cost that 

he estimates would be 

well over $300 a ton 

today, although he no 

longer sells this prod-

uct. Vitamins have gone 

up by even more, some 

more than 10 times their 

price when he started. 

 Some products made 

out of  steel such as gates 

have at times required 

getting regular price up-

dates. 
 Knudson has a 

colorful description of  

what he sees going on 

here when asked about 

his perspective on infla-

tion given the span of  

time he’s been in busi-

ness.  
 “It isn’t inflation, 

it’s deflation,” he said. 

“The value of  what the 

dollar will buy today is 

continuing to go down.”

 Knudson majored 

in music at Dickinson 
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KATHY AND DWIGHT KNUDSON reminisce about 

the history of their family business, which began in 

1929. 
photo | Eric Hammond

Close Up students host fundraiser
Close Up students host fundraiser

Eric Harrold

acrnews@gspublishing.net

suggests it’s a trip you 

could take every year 

and no two years in a 

row would be exactly 

the same. 

 “I’ve been there a 

couple of  times but each 

time there’s something 

different,” she said. 

 You could say that 

the participating stu-

dents are definitely pay-

ing their way. The fund-

raising efforts include a 

variety of  opportunities 

that they have taken 

advantage of  ranging 

from personal requests 

for help with moving 

and cleaning out houses 

to carwashes, spaghetti 

feeds, bingo, and serving 

lunch at the farm and 

home show. 

 Add to ten such 

events about 15 Little 

League and Babe Ruth 

baseball games this past 

summer and it’s easy to 

see that the group has 

invested a lot of  time 

thus far.
 They will also hold 

a 12 Days of  Christmas 

raffle. Drawings will be 

held from December 

8-19, with a winner be-

ing drawn each day for 

a prize with a minimum 

value of  $100. 

 One of  the student 

participants, Sammie 

Salazar, thinks fund-

raisers like the sloppy 

joe feed on Sunday at 

Pastime help instill a 

good work ethic as they 

have to help pay for 

their trip through oppor-
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JC FARMS was Spreading “Christman” Cheer 

during the 40th Annual Wake Up Santa Parade. 

submitted by

Rebecca Ferderer
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