
TheNorth DakotaGameand Fish Departmentannouncesthefollowingsummary of
regulations & changes for the 2026-2027SmallGame, Furbearerand WaterfowlSeasons.

Species Opens Closes DailyLimit Poss.Limit
Crows (Fall) Aug.15 Nov. 02 Thereis no
Crows (Spring) Mar. 13 Apr.25 limit oncrows
EarlyCanada Geese (MissouriRiverZone)Aug.15 Sept. 07 5 10
EarlyCanada Geese(WesternZone) Aug.15 Sept. 15 155 1045
EarlyCanada Geese(EasternZone) Aug.15 Sept. 22 5 10
Doves Sept. 01 Nov. 29 15 45
Hungarian Partridge Sept. 12 Jan. 03 3 12
Sharp-tailedGrouse Sept. 12 Jan. 03 3 12
RuffedGrouse Sept. 12 Jan. 03 3 12
Tree Squirrels Sept. 12 Feb. 28 4 12
Sage Grouse Seasonclosed
Snipe Sept. 12 Nov. 29 8 24
Woodcock Sept. 19 Nov. 02 3 9
Sandhill Cranes (Unit 1) Sept. 19 Nov. 15 3 9
Sandhill Cranes (Unit 2) Sept. 19 Nov. 15 2 6
TundraSwan Oct. 03 Jan. 03 Season limitone swan

2,200licenses issued by lottery (deadline– Aug.19) - must be tagged
Pinnated Grouse(prairiechicken) Seasonclosed
Male Pheasant (youth season) Oct. 03 Oct. 04 3 12
Male Pheasant (regularseason) Oct. 10 Jan. 03
MountainLion(Zone1 Early) (hunting)Sept. 4 Nov. 22
MountainLion(Zone1 Late) (hunting) Nov. 23 Mar.31 One perseason - restricted

MountainLion(Zone2) (hunting) Sept. 4 Mar.31
Fisherand American Marten Nov. 23 Nov. 29 One perseason - restricted

(trapping or cabledevices)
RiverOtter (trappingor cable devices) Nov. 23 Dec. 13 One perseason - restricted

Beaver and Raccoon Year-round
(hunting, trappingorunderwatercable devices) There is no

Beaver and Raccoon Nov. 23 May 10 limit on(cable devices on land)
(typeandplacementrestricted from Mar.16 – May10) other

Weasel(trapping) Oct. 24 Mar.15
Muskrat and Mink(trapping) Oct. 24 May 10 furbearers
Weasel(cable devices) Nov. 23 Mar.15
Muskrat and Mink(cable devices) Nov. 23 May 10
Weasel(hunting) Nov. 23 Mar.15
Muskrat and Mink(hunting) Nov. 23 May 10
Muskrat and Mink(restrictedtrapping

and cabledevices season) Mar. 16 May 10
Muskrat and Mink(protective

coveringover float sets) May 01 May 10
Red Fox, GrayFox,Coyote,

and Badger (dayhuntingor trapping) Year-round
Red Fox, GrayFox,Coyote,

and Badger (cable devices) Nov. 23 Mar.15
Red Fox, GrayFox,andCoyote

(night hunting) Nov. 23 May 31
Bobcat (Zone1)(huntingor trapping) Nov. 07 Mar.15
Bobcat (Zone1)(cabledevicesanddogs)Nov. 23 Mar.15
Bobcat (Zone2) Nov. 23 Mar.15 One per season- restricted

(hunting,trapping,cabledevices,dogs)

SpecialVeteran and Active Military * Limits same except
PersonnelWaterfowl Season Sept. 19 Sept. 20 no bonusBWTmay betaken

SpecialYouthWaterfowl Season Sept. 19 Sept. 20
no

* Limits same except
bonusBWTmay betaken

Ducksincluding Low PlainsUnit - Sept.26thru Dec. 06 6 ((restrictions 18see
Mergansers

High PlainsUnit -Sept.26 thru Dec.06
below

Coots &Dec.12 thru Jan. 03 15 45

White-FrontedGeese Sept. 26 Dec. 06 3 9
CanadaGeese(Missouri River Zone) Sept. 26 Jan. 01 5 15
CanadaGeese(WesternZone) Sept. 26 Dec. 24 8 24
CanadaGeese(Eastern Zone) Sept. 26 Dec. 19 8 24
Light Geese Sept. 26 Jan. 03 50 No Limit

DUCKSAND MERGANSERS: SPECIES/SEX RESTRICTIONS
The daily bag limit of 6 ducks including mergansers may include no more than 5 mallards
of which only 2 may be femalemallards, 1 scaup, 3 wood ducks, 3 pintail, 2 redheads,2
canvasbacks. * In addition to the daily bag limit of ducks listed above, an additional
2 blue-wingedtealmaybe taken fromSept.26 - Oct. 04. Thepossessionlimit forduckincluding
mergansersshall be three timesthe daily bag limit.

SUMMARYOF CHANGES FROM LAST YEAR
• StartingNov. 29, shootinghours for geesewillbe • Americanmartenwillbeallowedfor take in 2026.

one-halfhour before sunriseto sunsetto the end The season willmirror the fisherseason.
of the respectivegoose season. • River Otterharvest will change to a three-week

• Residentwaterfowlhunterswillbeable to pursue season.
waterfowlduring the first 9days of the season • Nonresidentsare not allowed to hunt on
(Sept26–Oct4). Nonresidents willbepermitted Departmentwildlife management areas or
to hunt waterfowl startingOct. 5, 2026. on PLOTS areas from Oct. 10-16. Exception:

• Ruffedgrousecan nowbe takenstatewide. nonresidentshunting onPLOTSland that they
• Fisher can now be trapped statewide. own.

A complete 2026-2027 Small Game, Furbearer and Waterfowl proclamation is available from the North Dakota
Game andFish Department,100NorthBismarckExpressway,Bismarck,NorthDakota58501-5095(701)328-6300.


